
4/8/2010  

 

  

Including Calgary and Edmonton | Mike Rivest 

MOVIE-
THEATRE.ORG 

ALBERTA MOVIE THEATRES AND DRIVE-INS 
 



 

2 

 
  



 

3 

BANFF 
BANFF 
Lux  
1913-? 1985 
420 seats 
Owners: 
1950 F. Christou 
1980 Jim Chistou 
* May 15, 1913 opened with Cleopatra. 
It was the 2nd cinema in Canada to use 
rear projection. Projectionist: Sid 
Blumenthal. There was a minute wait to 

change the reels, an $250.00 Victrola 
machine povided the music, the 
projector was hand cranked. 
* 1914 burned down and rebuilt.  
* Mid 1980's closed. 
Thanks to Joe Kinshella 

 

 
 

Lux Cinema Centre 4   

? 1990- 
This theatre is owned by Landmark 
Cinemas. 
Seating: 

Cinema 1 237 
Cinema 2 116 
Cinema 3 106 

Cinema 4 168 
Total 627 seats 

 

 
 

BLAIRMORE  

Orpheum   

? 1935- 
336 seats 
Owners: 
1950 J. Purnell & Sons 
1965 John Dobek 
1975 John F. & Joe Dobek 
1995 Becky Fabro 

 
 

CANMORE 

Benchland 5  
Metropolitan Theatres had plans to 
open this theatre in 2005.  
 

Opera  

? 1935-? 1955 
G. Mandryk owned this 175-seat 
theatre. 
 

COLEMAN 

Palace  
? 1935-? 1995 
338 seats 
Owners: 
1950 J. Purnell & Sons 
1965 John Dobek 
1975 John F. & Joe Dobek 
 

JASPER 

Chaba   

604 Connaught Dr 
? 1935- 
300 seats 
Seating early 1990s- 
Cinema 1 179 
Cinema 2 114 
Total 293 seats 
This theatre has been twinned in the 
early 1990's. 

Owners: 
1950 P. Wacko 
1995 Dwain Wacko 
2000 Bollywood Cinemas 
2003 Dwain Wacko 
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CALGARY 
The best show value in town!  
17th Avenue Drive-In   

? 1954-? 1970 
J.B. Barron (Odeon) owned the 17th Av, 
which had space for 500 cars  

 

 
Allen   
AKA: Strand 

119 8th Avenue SE  
November 14,1913-1924 
Fatty Arbcukle appear on the stage. 
 

Allenôs Palace Theatre  
AKA: Palace 

October 25, 1921-September 19, 1927  
 

Apollo  

516 8th Av SW 
Opened and Closed in 1970 

 
 

Arcade Picture Palace  
AKA: Starland 

1908-1909  
 

Banker's Hall  
4th Floor  

1990-2001  
This theatre is owned by Famous 
Players until 2000 then is taken over by 
Alliance Atlantis  
Seating: 367, 202, 202, 190, 190, Total 1151 seats  

 

The cozy little theatre  
Bijou  

127 8th ave SE 
1913-1921  
 

Bow  

Bowness  
1950-? 1970 
L. Miller and G. Smith owned the Bow, 
which had 304 seats 
 

Brentwood  

Brentwood Mall  
1969-1987 
National General theatre and later on 
Canadian Theatre owned the 
Brentwood, which had 626 seats 

 

Calgary Place  
333 4th Av. SW  
1969-1994 
* March 1969 opened by Famous 
Players 
* Early 1980ôs 3 screens 
* 1994 closed. It was managed by Reg 
Dutton and was assisted by Ruth 
Manning.  
Seating  

Cinema # 1 626 seats  
Cinema # 2 444 seats  
Total 1070 seats  

 

 
 
 

Calgary Science Centre  
AKA: TELUS World of IMAX 

701-11 St. SW 
This IMAX Theatre opened in 2003 
Renamed in 2005 
 

Canyon Meadows    

13226 Mc Leod Trail SE  
1997- 
Cineplex owns the Canyon Meadows, 
which feature Sightline Seating, and a 
VIP Lounge, which opened in 2000 and 
closed 2001, in July 19,2001 the 
landlord locks out Cineplex Odeon, on 
August 1st the owners of the Okotoks 
Cinema reopens this theatre.  
Seating:  
1-5: 234, 149, 208, 149, 265  
6-10: 370, 170, 187, 186, 167 Total: 2085 seats  

 

 

 

 

Capitol  
230 8th Av. W  
May 7,1921-1972 updated 
Famous Players owned the Capitol 
theatre, which had 1570 seats.  
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Chinook  

Chinook Shopping Mall mezzanine level 
September 28, 1965-1990  
Famous Players owned the Chinook, 

which had 718 seats and used for 
roadshows. Another theatre, the 
Famous Players Paramount opened in 
the mall in 2001. It was managed by 
Reg Dutton 

 
 

The Miracle of Modern 
Entertainment 

Chinook Drive-In   

Mc Loed Trail Half mile s of city limits  
Opened May 7, 1949-? 1955 
This is the first drive-in to open in 
Calgary.  
Western Drive-In Theatre Ltd. Owned 
the Chinook, which had space for 600 
cars 

 
 

Cinema Park Drive-In  
On Bowness Road  
Opened Apr 15, 1954 and closed about 
1965  

Cinema Park Drive-In Theatre owned 
the Cinema, which had space for 1036 
cars . It had Canadaôs largest screen at 
the time at 120x77 feet  

 

 

Coliseum Calgary 10  
AKA: Studio 10 MacLoed 

16061 MacLeod Trail S.W 
Opened 1998-Setember 30, 2005 
Famous Players owns the Coliseum 
which features Stadium Seating and 
THX Sound in 3 cinemas.  
Owners: 
1998 Famous Players 
June 2005 Cineplex Galaxy 
September 30,2005 Empire Theatres 
Seating:  
1-5: 139, 157, 187, 202, 202  

6-10: 208, 306, 316, 422, 421 
Total 2560 seats 

 
 


