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Victoria's Greatest Show Value 
Atlas CLOSED  

836 Yates  
Opened about 1940 and closed about 
1965  
Famous Players and in later years WCP 
owned the Atlas, which had 974 seats.  
 

Capitol OPEN  

805 Yates Street  
Opened about 1925 and multiplexed 
about 1984  
Famous Players owned the Capitol, which 
had 1212 seats. 
Owners: 
1925 Famous Players 
2005 (June) Cineplex Galaxy 
2005 (Sept. 30) Empire Theatres 
Seating:  
127, 544, 222, 221, 244, 327  
Total 1685 seats  

 

 

Cinecenta OPEN  

Student Union Building  
University of Victoria  
Finnerty Road  
Opened about 1990  

 
 

Columbia CLOSED  

?  
Opened about 1915 and closed about 
1940  
The Columbia had 600 seats.  

 
 

Coliseum CLOSED  
?  
Opened about 1925 and closed about 
1925  

 
 

Coronet CLOSED  

836 Yates  
Opened about 1969 and closed about 
1990  
Famous Players owned the Coronet, 
which had 898 seats.  
 

Counting House CLOSED  

Broad and Broughton  
Opened about 1974 and closed about 
1985  
Odeon owned the Counting House.  
Seating:  
Cinema 1 245 seats  
Cinema 2 238 seats  
Total 483 seats  

 

 

Dominion CLOSED  
812 Yates  
Opened about 1920 and closed about 
1955  
Famous Players owned the Dominion, 
which had 858 seats.  
 

Empire CLOSED  
Opened and closed about 1935  
The Empire had 920 seats.  
 

Fox CLOSED  
Where Sound Sounds Better  
2657 Quadra  
Opened 1949 and renamed Quadra about 
1965  
Wakley Nixon Amusements owned the 
Fox, which had 424 seats.  

 
 

Haida CLOSED  

805 Yates  
Opened about 1969 and closed about 
1990  
Odeon and in later Cineplex Odeon owned 
the Haida, which had 579 seats.  

 
 

Majestic CLOSED  
? Opened and closed about 1915  
 

National Geographic IMAX 
OPEN LARGE FORMAT 
At the Royal BC Museum  
675 Belleville Street  
Opened about 1998  

 

 
 



New York, New York CLOSED  

860 Bates  
Opened about 1985 and closed about 
1985  
 

Odeon OPEN  

780 Yates Street  
Opened February 27th,1946, twinned 
1972 and cinema 2 twinned around 
1985, multiplexed 199 7  
The Odeon had 1,472 seats.  
Seating 1972-about 1985  
450, 610 Total 1060 seats  
Seating about1985-1996  
480, 305, 249 Total 1034 seats  
Seating 1996- 
215, 276, 244, 244, 402, 244, 224   
Total 1,929 seats  

 

 

 

 

Unequalled Vaudeville 

Pantages CLOSED  

Opened and closed about 1915  

 
 

Playhouse CLOSED  

Opened and closed around 1935  
The Playhouse had 650 seats.  
 

Plaza CLOSED  
808 Yates  
Opened about 1940 and closed about 
1965  
Odeon owned the Plaza, which had 633 
seats.  
 

Princess CLOSED  

?  
Opened and closed about 1915  
 

Quarda CLOSED  

2657 Quadra at Hillside  
Renamed from Fox about 1979 and 
renamed by Howie Siegel as Roxy 
Cinegog in 1986 when he bought this 
theatre.  
Barney Simmons who was Nat's Taylor's 
nephew and Arthur Hiller's Cousin, owned 
the Quadra, this theatre had about 400 
seats  

 
 

Rio CLOSED  
1311 Government  
Opened about 1945 and closed about 
1950  
South Shore Amusement owned the Rio, 
which had 449 seats.  

 
 

Romano CLOSED  

Opened about 1920 and closed about 
1935  
The Romano had 414 seats.  

 
 

Roxy Cinegog  
2657 Quadra Street  
Renamed from Quadra in 1986  
Howie Siegel owned this theatre, which 
has 324 seats.  
E-Mail from Howie Siegel: 
I'll give you some specific info on the history of 
what was founded as the Fox, became the 
Quadra and is now the Roxy Cinegog in 
Victoria.  
Founded in 1949 by Walkey (the druggist who 
owned the land) and Nixon (the projectionist 
who ran the cinema) as the Fox with 424 
seats. 
Bought by Barney Simmons, who was Nat 
Taylor's nephew and Arthur Hiller's cousin, in 
1966. He changed the name because he 
played porno there while it was still the Fox. 
He needed a name change when he got away 
from porno and chose the Quadra. He 
decreased the seating by removing the first 
several rows.  
I bought the theatre in 1986 and made a 
mistake. I called it the Roxy Cinegog. I should 
have reverted to it's original name and called it 
the Fox Cinegog. I redid the seating and it now 
is around 324.  

 

 
 

Roxy Classic OPEN 

2657 Quadra 
2007 - 
 

Royal CLOSED  

805 Broughton  
Opened about 1935 and closed about 
1980  
Famous Players owned the Royal, which 
had 1467 seats.  

 
 

Royal Victoria CLOSED  

Opened and closed about 1915 and 
about 1930  
Famous Players owned this theatre.  

 
 


