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TORONTO 
21st Century Love (245 
Yonge)    
Opened and closed in 1973 Mini porno 
cinema.  
 

21st Century Love (325 
Yonge)     
Opened and closed in 1973 Mini porno 
cinema.  
 

Academy    

1286 Bloor Opened 1934 and closed 
about 1965 B & F Theatres owned the 
Academy, which had 391 seats  
 

Ace  

Aka: Photodrome  
39 Queen W (south side of Queen East 
of Bay) 
Fall 1941-May 26, 1945, name 
transfurred to the Regal Theatre  
 

 Ace   

603 Danforth  
Opened 1945 and closed 1954 20th 
Century Theatres owned the Ace, 
which had 585 seats  
.  

Acropolis    

?683 Lansdowne Avenue  
Opened 1964 and closed 1975  
The early Greek community centred 
around the Lansdowne and Bloor 
Street area, moving east of the Don 
River, on Danforth Avenue, following 
the February 1966 opening of the 
Bloor -Danforth subway.  
Thomas Vlahos owned the Acropolis 
which had 904 seats  
 

Adelphi    
Aka: Cum -Bac  

1008 Dovercourt  
Renamed from Cum -Bac in 1936 and 
closed 1956 The Adelphi was owned 
by Sonia Lipton, which had 460 seats.  
 

Alhambra    
Aka: Baronet, Eve  

568 Bloor West  
Opened 1920 and closed 1969  
The Alhambra Theatre opened as the 
King George Theatre, circa 1910. The 
King George Theatre appears in the 
1911 City of Toronto Directory. The 
first advertising for the Alhambra 
Theatre name appears on April 10, 
1920. A religious gathering was being 

held in the theatre on that date. The 
theatre was known for a time as the 
Baronet, and later the Eve theatre 
showing adult films. Eveõs Paradise 
opened further west on Bloor Street. 
The seats were removed from the Eve 
theatre by April 3, 1986. In 2004, the 
Alhambra Theatre site is now a Swiss 
Chalet Restaurant., thanks to Godfrey 
Mallon for info for this theatre.  
Famous Players owned this theatre 
that had 944 seats.  
 

Allen    
aka: Tivoli  

13 Richmond east  
opened on  November 10,1917 and 
renamed Tivoli Saturday, November 3, 
1923 Owned by Jules and Jay J. Allen, 
the Company was formed in 1906. The 
brothers owned many theatres in 
Great Britain, the United States, and 
Canada. The City Directory o f 1920 
records that the company owned the 
former BEVERLY theatre at 1488A 
Yonge Street. Thanks to Godfrey 
Mallon for info for this theatre  

 

 
 
Allenõs Beach, 1929 Queen Street East, 
(Queen St. at Waverly Rd.) see Beach  
Allenõs St. Clair, 1156 St. Clair Avenue 
West, (St. Clair Ave. and Dufferin St.) See 
St. Clair 
Allenõs Parkdale ð 1605-7 Queen Street 
West, (Queen St. West at Triller Avenue) 
See Parkdale 
Allenõs Danforth ð 151 Danforth Avenue, 
(Danforth Avenue, east of Broadview 
Avenue) see Danforth  
Allenõs Bloor ð 529-31 Bloor Street West, 
just east of Bathurst Street. See Bloor  

Allenõs Beaver ð 2942 Dundas Street West 
See Beaver  

 

Allenby    

1215 Danforth  
Opened 1936 and renamed Roxy 1970 
Allied owned the Allenby which had 
770 seats.  

 

 
 

Apollo   

2901 Dundas West  
Opened 1936 and closed 1954 The 
Apollo was owned by B & F Theatres, 
which had 551 seats  
 

Apollon    

Opened and closed about 1969  
Two addresses: 1215 Danforth 
Avenue and 2901 Dundas Street West. 
The Apollon was owned by Irine 
Dotkikas and had 700 seats  
 

Arcade    

Opened 1961 closed 1962 East side of 
Yonge south of Richmond  
 

Arcadian    

10 Queen St. East  
Opened 1935 and closed about 1950 
The Arcadian was owned by S. 
Hamer, which had 370 seats.  
 

Aster    

Ossington and Dundas  
Opened in 1928 and renamed Pix 
1942-1961 It was listed under the 
Independent Theatre column  
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Astor    
aka: Victoria 18, Embassy 35, Astor 49, New Yorker 62, 
Festival 78, Showcase 86, New Yorker 93, Panasonic 2005  
651 Yonge St  

renamed from Embassy Nov 10 1949 
and by 1962 renamed New Yorker, 
See Victoria for more info  Thanks to G. 
Mallion for info for this theatre.  

 
 

Athenion    

1035 Gerrard E  
Opened about 1964 and closed about 
1970 The Athenion was owned by F. 
Filippeans and G. Drosos and had 507 
seats.  
 

Avalon    

2921 Danforth  
Opened 1937 and closed 1955 The 
Avalon was owned by J. and Irving 
Stern, which had 403 seats  
 

Avenue    

331 Eglinton W.    
Opened 1938 and closed 1955 The 
Avenue was owned by Famous 
Players which, had 680 seats  

 

 
 

Avon    

1092 Queen Street West  
Opened 1949 and closed 1955 The 
Avon was owned by Elmas Theatres, 
which had 325 seats Apollo   
2901 Dundas West  
Opened 1936 and closed 1954 The 
Apollo was owned by B & F Theatres, 
which had 551 seats  
 

Backstage 2   
Bloor and Balmuto Opened 1971 
Closed December 2001 20th Century 
theatre until 1980 and then Famous 
Players own the Backstage, This 
theatre is built in the backstage of the 
Uptown.   
Seating:  
Cinema 1 151 seats  
Cinema 2 126 seats  
Total 277 seats  

 

Baronet    

aka: King George, Alhambra  
568 Bloor and Bathurst Subway 
Opened 1969 and closed 1972 Famous 
Players owned the Baronet, which 
showed porno movies and had 745 
seats  

 
 

Bay  

Aka: Colonial  
43 Queen west at Bay  
Opened about 1949 and closed June 
16, 1965. The Bay was owned by Bay 
Theatres (Jack Hunter), which had 477 
seats. 
  

Beach  

1971 Queen East    
Opened about 1919 and closed 1970 
The Beach was owned by the Allens 
then Famous Players, which had 1529 
seats. 

 

 
 

Beach Cinemas 6    

1651 Queen East  
Opened 1999 The Beach Cinemas is 
owned b y Alliance Atlantis Cinemas.  
Seating (All have Stadium seating):  
151, 339, 151, 151, 212, 212  
Total 1,216 seats  
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Beaver  

2942 Dundas West  
The Beaver Theatre, located on the south 
side of Dundas Street West, 3 blocks west 
of Keele Street, opened in mid -June 1913. 
It became part of the Allen Theatre chain 
early in itsõ history. In the 1920õs the theatre 
advertised with the Palace, St. Clair, York 
(Bloor and Yonge), Beach, Capitol, 
Oakwood, Alhambra, Parkdale, and 
Danforth Theatres forming the 
òNeighbourhood Theatresó of Toronto. By 
October 7, 1933 the Beaver became part of 
the B & F Theatre chain. Following a long 
run of the movie òGone With the Windó the 
Beaver closed on December 2, 1961. 
Following the 1962 demolition the site was 
occupied by docto rõs offices, an accordion 
college, cleaners, a childrenõs wear shop, 
and a finance company, with 3 floors of 
apartments above. 1162 seats.  
Godfrey Mallion provided additional info 
for this theatre.  

 

Bedford   

3291 Yonge St.  
Opened 1927 and closed 1949 Famo us 
Players owned the Bedford.  
 

Bellevue    

360 College St.  
Opened 1937 and closed in 1958 The 
Bellevue was owned by B & F 
Theatres, which had 787 seats.   

 
 

Bell Lightbox  
NW corner of King and John  
2010- 
This will be the home of the Toronto 
Film Festival.  

 

 

 

Belsize *  
aka: Belsize 28, Crest 50, Regent 88  

551 Mt. Pleasant  
1928-1950 
The Belsize was owned by 20th 
Century Theatres, which had 850 
seats. 
Timeline:  
 March 19, 1922 The Belsize Theatre opens  
 March 1950, closed  
 August 3,1950 The theatre reopened as the 
Crest 
 1954-1966 The Crest became a live 
performance hall  
 Dec 1966-1988 The Crest became a 
cinema.  
 1988 The Crest renamed Regent  
 Sept 2003 Theatre D takes over the 
Regent, it is now used as a post production 
house during the day and movies at night.  

 

Beverly   

1488a Yonge at St. Clair   
Opened 1932 and closed in 1942 B & F 
Theatres owned the Beverly, from 
1937 it was owned by Associated 
Theatres.  

 
 

Biltmore   

319 Yonge St at Dundas.   
Opened Apr 12, 1948 and closed Apr 
18,1979, last movie shown: Outlaw 
Josie Wales thanks to G. Mallion for 
info for this theatre. Biltmore theatres 
(Al Perley) owned the Biltmore, which 
had 929 seats.  

 
 

http://www.belllightbox.ca/default.aspx
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Bloor (I)   

?1919- 

 
 

Bloor (II)    

529 Bloor West.  
AKA: Madison 05, Midtown 40, Capri, Eden, Allen's Bloor  

Website: www.bloorcinema.com   
Opened ? , It is now a Repertory Cinema 
781 seats in 2001 850 seats 
This was the original theatre in the Festival 
Circuit, in 1999 it closed and reopened 
under new management.  
The Bloor opened on October 30, 1905 as 
The Madison, on the north side of Bloor St 
W, near Bathurst St. The Madison closed 
Nov 2,1940. In 1940, after major 
renovations, it was renamed the Midtown 
and operated under that name until the  
1964. From then through the 70s, it 
operated under the names the Capri and 
the Eden, in January 16,2003 part of the 
ceiling fell forcing the cinema to close 
down for repairs reopened a few weeks 
later. 

 

 
 

Bloordale   

Bloor and Indian Road  
Opened 1935 cl osed 1948 Associated 
theatres owned the Bloordale  
 

Bluebell   

309 Parliament  
Opened 1943 closed 1954, renamed 
Gay Zelig Unger owned the Bluebell, 
which had 596 seats.  
 

Bonita    

1035 Gerrard East  
Opened 1933 and closed in 1964 Harry 
Lester owned the Bonit a, which had 
542 seats 
 

Brighton   

127 Roncesvalles  
Opened about 1954 and closed ?1983 
C & W Welsman owned the Brighton, 
which had 418 seats, in later years it 
was part of the Festival Chain.  
 

Broadview   

Broadview and Gerrald  
Opened 1941 and closed 1945 20th 
Century Theatres owned the 
Broadview.  
 

Broadway    
aka: Hicks 06, Globe 17, Roxy 32, Broadway 37  

75 Queen West  
Renamed from Roxy Aug 16, 1937 and 
closed about 1965, It and the nearby 
Casino theatres were demolished on 
March 4, 1969 for the Four Season s 
Hotel, which opened September 29, 
1971. Jordian Theatres owned the 
Broadway, which had 486 seats. 
Thanks to G. Mallon for info for this 
theatre.  
 

Brock    

1585 Dundas West.  
Opened 1933 and closed in 1955 20th 
Century Theatre owned the Brock, 
which had 6 12 seats. 
 

Cameo  

989 Pape Av.  
Opened 1934 closed 1957 S. Strashin 
owned the Cameo, which had 743 
seats 
 

Camera Media Gallery and 
Bar   

1028 Queen W 
http://www.camerabar.ca/   
This 50-seat theatre opened October 
1st, 2004  

 

 
 

Canada Square    

Yonge and Eglinton  
Opened 1985 by Cineplex Odeon and 
closed July 2001. It reopened 
November 2001 by Famous Players. In 
2005 It has been sold to Cineplex 
Galaxy 
 Seating:  
1-4: 274, 313*, 278*, 126  
5-8: 125, 125, 217, 171 
Total 1,629 seats 

 

 

 

 

 

http://www.bloorcinema.com/
http://www.camerabar.ca/

