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Where Sound Sounds Best 
Avalon CLOSED 
AKA: Glebe 

740 Bank  
November 17

th
, 1928-July 1947 

The Avalon had 876 seats.   
Renamed Glebe August 22, 1947-October 
17

th
, 1956 

 

 
 

Bennets CLOSED 
AKA: Dominion 

December 10
th

, 1906-March 15
th

, 1910 
 

Bijou CLOSED 
Fleet and Broad 
1909-1914 
 

Broadway CLOSED 
!ÌÂÅÒÔ ÁÎÄ /ȭ#ÏÎÎÏÒ 
 

Bytowne OPEN 
AKA: Nelson 

325 Rideau http://www.bytowne.ca/  
Renamed from Nelson in 1988 as it was 
taken over by Bruce White and Jean 
Cloutier. In 1999 the seats from Capitol 
Square Cinemas were installed. 

 
 

Capitol CLOSED 
!+!ȡ ,ÏÅ×ȭÓ 

230 Queen at Bank  
September 1924-1970 
Famous Players since owned the Capitol 
which had 2,528 seats, the biggest ever for 
an Ottawa theatre.The Who (Bootleg 
recording on October 15

th
, 1969 is around), 

Jimi Hendrix, Elvis Presley performed on its 
stage. In 1964 there was plans to split it 
into 2 screens but never happened. 

 
 

Capitol CLOSED 
AKA: Casino, Majestic 

1925-1928 
592 Little Sussex St. 
* 1909 opened as Casino 
* 1925 renamed Majestic 
* November 1928 renamed Capitol 
 

Capitol CLOSED 
AKA: Family, Capitol, Galvin, Embassy 

204 Queen 
* October 24

th
, 1910 opened as Family, an 

live theatre.  
*  September 3

rd
, 1923 renamed Franklin 

* 1925 renamed Capitol 
* 1926 closed 
* 1927 reopened as Galvin as an stage 
theatre. 
* 1929 renamed Embassy,  
* 1932 All the Ottawa newspaper refused 
ads for this theatre. It closed shortly after. 
 

Capitol Square 3 CLOSED 
230 Queen  
Opened June 1

st
, 1972 and closed August 

12
th

, 1999 Famous Players owned this 
theatre.  
Seating: 499, 316, 136  Total: 951 seats 

 

 

Refined Vaudeville and Photo 
Plays 

Casino CLOSED 
AKA: Majestic, Capitol 

1909-1925 
* 1909 opened as Casino 
* 1925 renamed Majestic 
* November 1928 renamed Capitol 
 

http://www.bytowne.ca/


Where Perfect Sound is Always 
Found 

Centre CLOSED 
AKA: Mall 

116 Sparks 
October 14

th
,1915-1968  

1,400 seats in 1915 
Centre Amusements owned the Centre, 
which had 998 seats. It had no stairs to 
reach the upper seats, just ramps. During 
the second World War, an royal box was set 
up for Queen Juliana of the Netherlands, 
which was occupied by Nazi Germany.  
In June 1968 the theatre was renamed Mall 
and shown adult movies. 

 

 

 
Century CLOSED 
AKA: Victoria, Towne 

Wellington and Holland  
1948-1954 
* December 1, 1934 opened as Victoria 
* 1939 Donat Paquin, who owns Français 
and Laurier in Hull buys it  
* November 18

th
, 1948 renamed Century as 

20
th

 Century Theatres takes it over. 
* 1954 renamed Towne 
*  November 1955 closed 

 
 

Cinema CLOSED 
AKA: Veteran, Columbia, Nola 

1045 Wellington 
* 1914 opened as Cinema. 
* 1920 renamed Veteran 
* April 1923 renamed Columbia 
* March 1938 renamed Nola 
* 1941 taken over by Odeon 
* September 30

th
, 1948 closed 

 

Clarey CLOSED 
AKA: Fern, Rialto, Phoenix 

413 Bank 
1914-1919 
* 1914 opened as Clarey 
* 1919 renamed Fern 
* 1932 renamed Rialto 
ɕ ΧίέΦȭÓ ÁÎ ÇÒÉÎÄÈÏÕÓÅ ÔÈÅÁÔÒÅ ÔÈÁÔ ÔÒÉÅÄ ÔÏ 
compete with the sleazier fare across the 
river. 
* 1979 closed 
* September 17

th
, 1980 reopened as 

Phoenix 
* April 2

nd
, 1982 taken over by Cineplex 

* 1984 became part of Cineplex Odeon 
* June 22

nd
, 1991 closed 

  
Columbia CLOSED 
1045 Wellington W.  
1923-1938 
This theatre had 648 seats. See cinema for 
more details. 
 

Cozy CLOSED 
1920-1926 
 

Dominion CLOSED 
AKA: Bennett 

March 15
th

, 1910 and burned down on 
October 20

th
,  1921  

 

Eastview CLOSED 
150 Montreal Rd.  
December 21

st
, 1946-1958 

 
 

Elgin CLOSED 
216 Elgin  
/ÐÅÎÅÄ ΧίΩέȟ ΨÎÄ 4ÈÅÁÔÒÅ Ȱ,ÉÔÔÌÅ %ÌÇÉÎȱ 
opened 1947 and closed 1994 This is the 
first twin movie theatre in Canada. 20th 
Century and in later years Famous Players 
owned the Elgin.  
Seating:  
Elgin 1211  
Little Elgin 410  
Total 1621  

 

 
1989 photo by Peter Butler. 

 

 

Elmdale CLOSED 
1196 Wellington 
September 9

th
, 1947 twinned (bowling-

alley style) October 23
rd

, 1981 and closed 
August 25

th
, 1994 Odeon/Cineplex Odeon 

owned this theatre. It is now a church. 
Seating:  
Cinema 1 376  
Cinema 2 257  
Total 633 seats 

 

 

Empire CLOSED 
Bank St.  
 


