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HOLLYWOOD AREA 
LOS ANGELES COUNTY 

BEVERLY HILLS 
Beverly  
AKA: Music Hall  

9036 Wilshire   
1925-1977  
1352 seats. 
Owners:  
1930 Wesco Corp. 
1935 National Theatres  
1940-1955 Fox West Coast (District 1)  
1964 Amusements  Corporation of 
America (Statewide Theatres)  
1969-1972 Loewõs 
1972-1977 General Cinemas 
This theatre closed in 1977 when 
neighbors complained of the noise 
generated by Tommy & Woodstock. It 
and the Beverly Canon was 
demolished in August 2005.  

 
 

Beverly Canon    
AKA: Hitching Post  

205 N Canon   
1947-? 1990  
500 seats. 
Owners:  
1950 ABC Theatres *  
* Buddy Adler, Horace Boos, & 
Gregory Carter 
1955-1964 Rosner, Hebert Company  
1969 Walter Reade 
Adult movies in the 1970õs. 
 

Beverly Connection   

100 N La Cienega  
June 6 th,1990-2004  
Owners:  
1990 General Cinemas 
2002 AMC 

 
 

Ceechi Gon Fine Arts    
AKA: Fine Arts  

8556 Wilshire   
2000-May 2005  
Landmark Theatres owned this 
theatre.  
 

Dohney Plaza  
AKA: Writerõs Guild of America 

1970-1976 
 

Elite   
AKA: Music Hall  

9036 Wilshire  
1937-? 1948  
 

Fine Arts   
AKA: Ceechi Gon Fine Arts , Regina  

8556 Wilshire   
1951-2000, 2005-2010 
Owners:  
1955-1973 Fox West Coast 
1973-1985 Mann 
1990 Laemelle 
1998 AMC 
2000 Landmark  

 
 

Hitching Post  
AKA: Beverly Canon  

1943-1947 
ABC Theatres owned it. 
 

Lido   

? 1968-1979 
Fox West Coast, Mann owned this 
theatre.  
 

Music Hall    
AKA: Elite  

9036 Wilshire   
? 1948- 
867 seats. 
3 cinemas in the early 1990's , seating 
442, 98, 259 
Owners:  
1950 Music Hall Theatres  
1969 Walter Reade  

 
 

Regina   
AKA: Fine Arts, Cecchi Gori Fine Arts  

8556 Wilshire   
April 21 st, 1937-1951 
Fox West Coast (district  1) owned this 
670-seat theatre until 1950.  
 

Samuel Goldwyn Theatre  
8949 Wilshire  
? 1990- 
This is the main screening room of the 
Academy of Motion Picture Arts and 
Sciences. Occasional public 
screenings take place here.  
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Warner Beverly Hills    

9404 Wilshire   
? 1931-? 1975  
1,612 seats. 
Owners:  
1931-1953 Warner Brothers  
1953-1963 Stanley Warner  
1963-1973 RKO Stanley Warner  
1973-1975 Pacific Theatres 
From www.cinematreasures.com  
Before HBO, heavyweight boxing title fights 
were satellite fed to various large capacity 
theatres, the Pacific Beverly Hills among 
them. Several of the seats in the  center of 
the theatre were removed to accumulate 
the satellite equipment. I worked the Ali -
Forman title fight in 1974. The house was 
sold out. This was the "Rope a Dope" fight, 
which Ali won. At the end, we had a bunch 
of pissed off people who spent 
considerable cash for a half hour of boxing.  

70mm roadshows  
Lawrence Of Arabia (Dec. 21, 1962; RSE)  
Becket (Mar. 18, 1964; RSE) 
Lord Jim (Mar. 4, 1965; RSE)  
The Flight Of The Phoenix (Feb. 2, 1966; 70mm 
unconfirmed)  
The Taming Of The Shrew (Mar. 21, 1967; RSE;  70mm 
unconfirmed)  
Julius Caesar (Sep. 22, 1970; RSE; 70mm unconfirmed)  
Ryan's Daughter (Nov. 17, 1970)  
Mary, Queen Of Scots (Dec. 22, 1971)  
Re-Issue/Second Run/Move -Over/Return Engagements 
include:  
Doctor Zhivago (1968, 1970)  
Patton (1970; RSE) 
2001: A Space Odyssey (1969; RSE) 
The Sound Of Music (1973)  
Gone With The Wind (1974)  

 

 

Wilshire    

8440 Wilshire   
September 19 th, 1930-1977 
2,296 seats. 
Owners:  
1935 National Theatres  
1940-1973 Fox West Coast (District 1)  
1973-1977 Mann Theatres 
This has been restored as the Saban 
Theatre. 

 
 

Wilshire Screening Room  
8670 Wilshire  
2008- 
 

Writer's Guild of America    
135 S Dohney   
? 1980-  
450 seats. 
Private cinema for WGA, not open to 
the public.  

 
 

CULVER CITY 

Culver   
AKA: Kirk Douglas Theatre.  

9820 W Washington   
August 13 th, 1946-? 1980 
1,150 seats 
3 screens in 1976 
Owners:  
1950-1973 Fox West Coast (First-Run) 
1973-1980 Mann Theatres.  

 
 

Culver City   

9770 Culver  
? 1930-? 1950 
638 seats. 
Owners:  
1930-1950 Principal Theatres  
 

Culver Plaza 6 Theatres   

9919 Washington   
February 14 th,1991-December 2011  
Mann owns this theatre, which sold it 
in 2007. 
Seating: 147, 176, 173, 396, 380, 199  
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Culver Stadium 12    

Washington and Culver  
2003-  
Pacific Theatre owns this stadium -
seating cinema.   

 

 

 
Meralta    

9632 Culver  
? 1935-? 1969  
1,000 seats. 
Owners:  
1935-1945 Principal Theatres  
1950-1961 Isley, Phil, Theatres (Texas) 
1964 Pacific Theatres 

 
 

Palms 
3751 Motor Av.  
? 1940-? 1955 
626 seats 
 

Studio Drive -In   

5250 Sepulveda   
? 1945-1993  
Pacific owned this  drive -in 

 
 

Venice    

8912 Venice  
1970-? 1977* 
Adult cinema, 2nd screen opened 
1972-1974 
 

HOLLYWOOD 
CITY OF LOS ANGELES 
Academy    
Also known as Colony, Studio, Music Hall, Academy, 
Holly  

1624 Sunset  
1951-? 1965 
780 seats. 
* July 31 st, 1931 opened as Studio, the 
first òAutomaticó theatre in the area 
with no ushers. Just a manager, 
projectionist and cashier. The 
refreshments were from vending 
machine. It was billed as òWorldõs 
Most Unique Theatre  
* December 1936 renamed Colony  
* by 1941  renamed Music Hall  
* Mid 1950õs renamed Academy  
* Mid 1960õs renamed Holly as it was 
taken over by Loewõs 
* 1972 taken over by General Cinemas  
* 1970õs taken over by Pacific Theatres 
* 1980-1981 Caligula played here for 
over a year.  
* 1986 closed and converted into 
retail.  
* 2004 became an Scientology 
Learning Center.  
 

Adam     

5959 Hollywood   
1970-1972  
Adult cinema  
 

Admiral     
AKA: Vine  

6321 Hollywood   
? 1945-1968  
675 seats. 
 

Apollo     

5544 Hollywood   
? 1925-1960 
743 seats 
Owners:  
1920 Hollywood Theatres, Inc  
1925 West Coast Theatres 
1930 Wesco Corp.  
1935 National Theatres  
1940-1960 Fox West Coast (District 1)  

 
 

Apollo Art    

5544 Hollywood   
1960-1971  
Adult Theatre.  
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ArcLight    

6360 Sunset 
http://arclightcinemas.com    
2002-  
14 cinemas and the Cinerama Dome  
Owned by Pacific Theatres.  

 
 

Athena   
AKA: Avon  

7059 Hollywood   
1969-1970  
 

Avon   
AKA: Athena  

7059 Hollywood   
1970-1971 (may had been opened 
earlier. ) 
This was one of the first gay theatres 
in the USA. It had a private 
membership policy.  
 

Bard's Hollywood   
AKA: Vista     
1923-? 1925  
 

Beverly   

7161 Beverly   
1969-1977 
Pacific owned this theatre.   
 

Bijou   

7059 Hollywood   
1972-1974  
 

Carmel 
? 1930-? 1950 
Owners:  
1930 Wesco Corp.  
1935 National Theatres  
1940-1960 Fox West Coast (District 1)  
 

Carthay Circle   

6316 San Vicente  
1926-1969 
Fox owned this theatre, "Snow White 
and the Seven Dwarfs" opened here. 
An replica of the theatre will open in 
2008-9 at Disneyõs California 
Adventure in Anaheim.  
Owners:  
1930 Wesco Corp.  
1935 National Theatres  
1940-1960 Fox West Coast (District 1)  
 

 

 
 

Cave   

6315 Hollywood   
1971-? 1980 
Adult cinema. It was the Haunted 
House, which was visited by Sonny & 
Cher. It is seen in òGirl in Golden 
Bootsó Topar Theatres, Inc.  owned it 
in 1975. 

 
 

Century    
AKA: Hunleyõs 

5115 Hollywood   
? 1950-? 1977*  
950 seats. 
From www.cinematreasures.org   
An interesting aspect of the Century wa s 
that it had become a "private" theater. This 
meant that a patron would pay an 
admission price of $10 or $15 and receive a 
membership card (for a reduced admission 
price upon subsequent visits). Also, the 
private status meant that the management 
could leg ally allow sexual activity on the 
premises. Usually, in this type of venue, 
there was a lot of activity in the auditorium 
and the rest room. In addition, the area 
behind the screen was cleared out, dimly lit 
(if at all), and made available for even more 
furtive, anonymous encounters; this was 
known as the "back room".  
 

Century  
5903 Hollywood  
? 1970õs 
This was an gay male adult cinema.   
 

  

http://arclightcinemas.com/
http://www.cinematreasures.org/
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Chinese Theatre   
AKA: Grummans' Chinese Theatre, Mann's Chinese 
Theatre Complex   

6925 Hollywood 
http://manntheatres.com/chinese/inde
x.php   
1927- 
 
Wikipedia article below:  
 A world -famous movie palace 
that opened in 1927 and has since become 
one of Southern California's most 
recognizable and visited landmarks.  
 Showman Sid Grauman, who 
also built the nearby Egyptian Theatre on 
Hollywood Boulevard, as well as the Million 
Dollar Theater on Broadway in Downtown 
Los Angeles, built it.  
 According to some sources, the 
theater's famous collection of footprints 
began with an accident. Before the Chinese 
Theater officially opened, owner Sid 
Grauman gave a tour to some celebrities, 
during which actress Norma Talmadge 
unintentionally walked across a wet slab of 
cement.  
 Variations of this honored 
traditio n are imprints of the eyeglasses of 
Harold Lloyd, the cigars of Groucho Marx 
and George Burns, the legs of Betty Grable, 
the fist of John Wayne, the knees of Al 
Jolson, the ice skating blades of Sonja 
Henie and the noses of Jimmy Durante and 
Bob Hope.  
 Many older entries contain 
personal messages to Sid Grauman, such 
as Myrna Loy's 1936 contribution. Loy's first 
job was as a dancer at the theatre in the 
1920s.Western stars William S. Hart and 
Roy Rogers left imprints of their guns. And 
the hoof prints of "T ony," the horse of Tom 
Mix, "Champion," the horse of Gene Autry, 
and "Trigger," the horse of Rogers, were left 
in the cement beside the prints of the stars 
who rode them in the movies.  
 Steve McQueen's hand and foot 
prints The only person not associated wi th 
the movie industry to have a signature and 
hand print in front of the theater was 
Grauman's mother.  
 The theater opened May 18, 1927 
to huge fanfare with the premiere of Cecil 
B. DeMille's The King of Kings, after a well -
publicized construction. The Chi nese had 
cost more to build than any other theatre to 
date. 
 In 1968 it was declared an historic 
and cultural landmarked, and has 
undergone restoration projects in the years 
since then. Ted Mann, owner of the Mann's 
Theater chain and husband of actress 
Rhonda Fleming, who renamed it Mann's 
Chinese Theater, purchased the theater in 
1973. On April 12, 1979 2 more cinemas 
were built next door, that expansion was 
demolished for Metro Red Line. As of 
November 9, 2001, the original name was 
returned to the front of the theater.  
 Grauman's Chinese Theatre 
continues as a first -run movie theater 
where, for the price of a ticket, a visitor can 
see a film in the fully renovated and 

restored auditorium.  Mann Theatres sold it 
in April, 2011.  
 
Owners:  
1927 West Coast Theatres 
1930 Wesco 
1935 National Theatres  
1940-1973 Fox West Coast (first -run) 
1945-1950 United Artists (With Fox)  
1973-2011 Mann Theatres.  

 

 
Grand opening ad  

 
 

Chinese Theatre 6   

6925 Hollywood   
2001-  
Multiplex stadium seating cinemas 
built next door  to Grumman's Chinese 
Theatre. 

 

http://manntheatres.com/chinese/index.php
http://manntheatres.com/chinese/index.php
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Cine I   
1358 N. Brea   
1968-1971  
Adult cinema.  
 

Cinema   

1122 N Western   
? 1940-1976 
640 seats 
Owners:  
1950 Academies of Proven Hits  
1964-1975 Art Theatre Guild  
1975 Topar Theatres  

 

 
1966 ad: the tagline came from òThunderballó, which 
opened at the end of 1965.  

 

Cinematheque     

8816 Sunset   
1966-1971  
This was an 16mm a dult cinema.  

 
 

Cinerama Dome  
INTERGRATED  

6360 W Sunset   
November 2 nd, 1963-2000 
This is the first concrete dome built.  
Wikipedia article:  
 In February 1963, Cinerama Inc. 
unveiled a radically new design for 
theaters, which would show its movies. 
They would be based on the geodesic 
dome developed by R. Buckminster Fuller, 
would cost half as much as conventional 
theaters of comparable size, and co uld be 
built in half the time. Cinerama's goal was 
to see at least 600 built worldwide within 
two years. The following April, Pacific 
Theatres Inc. announced plans to build the 
first theater based upon the design, and 
had begun razing existing buildings at  the 
construction site. Located on Sunset near 
Vine Street, it would be the first new major 
motion picture theater in Hollywood in 33 
years, and would be completed in time for 
the scheduled November 2 press premiere 
of It's a Mad, Mad, Mad, Mad World. The 
noted architectural firm of Welton Becket 
and Associates adapted the design.  
 Total construction time is 
reported to have been 16 weeks. The 
domed roof comprises 316 precast 
concrete panels (most hexagonal) in 16 
patterns, each weighing some 3200 lb 
(1,500 kg). The first pentagonal panel was 
placed on August 29, with the rest to be 
installed over 4 weeks.  
 The It's a Mad, Mad, Mad, Mad 
World premiere marked the dawn of "single 
lens" Cinerama. Previously, Cinerama was 
known for its groundbreaking three -
proje ctor process. From 1963 until 2002, 
the Cinerama Dome never showed movies 
with the three -projector process. (The 
nearby Warner Cinerama at 6433 
Hollywood Boulevard used the three -
projector process until December 1964)  
Preservation  
 With its huge 86 feet (2 6 m) wide 
screen, advanced acoustics, and 70mm 
film capability, the Cinerama dome 
remained a favorite for film premiers and 
"event" showings. But by the late 1990s, the 
motion picture exhibition business began 
to favor multiplex cinemas, Pacific Theatres 
proposed a plan to remodel the Dome as a 
part of a shopping mall/cinema complex. 
Historical preservationists were outraged, 
not wishing to see another great theater 
"twinned," or worse. At the same time, a 
small contingent of Cinerama enthusiasts 
had begun resurrecting the three -projector 
process. They and the preservationists 
prevailed on Pacific to rethink its plans for 
the property.  

http://books.google.com/books
?id=reQDAAAAMBAJ &lpg=PP
1&pg=PA118   

 
 

Cinespace   

6356 Hollywood  
? 2002-  

 
 

Cinne Arts  
5651 Hollywood  
? 1975 
This was an adult cinema.  

 
 

Classic Art    

8257 Santa Monica  
1966-1974  
Adult movies 1968 -1974 
 

http://books.google.com/books?id=reQDAAAAMBAJ&lpg=PP1&pg=PA118
http://books.google.com/books?id=reQDAAAAMBAJ&lpg=PP1&pg=PA118
http://books.google.com/books?id=reQDAAAAMBAJ&lpg=PP1&pg=PA118
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Colony    
Also known as Colony, Studio, Music Hall, Academy, 
Holly  

1624 Sunset  
1936-? 1941 
780 seats. 
* July 31 st, 1931 opened as Studio, the 
first òAutomaticó theatre in the area 
with no ushers. Just an manager, 
projectionist and cashier. The 
refreshments were from vending 
machine. It was billed as òWorldõs 
Most U nique Theatre  
* December 1936 renamed Colony  
* by 1941 renamed Music Hall  
* Mid 1950õs renamed Academy 
* Mid 1960õs renamed Holly as it was 
taken over by Loewõs 
* 1972 taken over by General Cinemas  
* 1970õs taken over by Pacific Theatres 
* 1980-1981 Caligula played here for 
over a year.  
* 1986 closed and converted into 
retail.  
* 2004 became an Scientology 
Learning Center.  
 

Continental   
AKA: Melvan, Encore  

? 1984 
Laemmle owned it.  
 

Coronet    

366 n. La Cienrga 
1970-1974 
 

Drake    

7566 Melrose   
1970-1977 
Adult cinema, gay movies 1975 -1977 
 

Egyptian    

6712 Hollywood  
1927-1992, 1999- 
1538 seats. 
D-150 installed 1969  
Triplexed 1972 it closed 1992 -1999, it 
now belongs to American 
Cinematheque.  
Owners:  
1930 Wesco Corp.  
1935 National Theatres  
1940-1950 Fox West Coast (First-Run) 
1955-1992 United Artists  
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El Capitan    
AKA: Paramount  

6838 Hollywood   
1926-1942, 1991- 
Wikipedia Article   
 Shows only Disney movies, this 
was the first theatre to use online tickets 
and printing in the USA.  
 The El Capitan Theatre is a fully 
restored movie palace at 6838 Hollywood 
Boulevard in Hollywood, California.  
 When the theater opened in 1926 
as "Hollywood's First Home of Spoken 
Drama," it featured a Spanish colonial]] 
exterior and a lavish East Indian interior. It 
was later completely remodeled in the 
moderne style. In 1941, Citizen Kane made 
its world debut here.  
 After many years of disuse, the 
theater underwent a $14 million renovation 
and reopened in 1991 with the premier of 
The Rocketeer. In recent years, many of 
Disney's feature films have premiered here, 
accompanied by live stage shows.  
 The refurbished theater features a 
giant Wurlitzer organ originally installed in 
San Francisco's Fox Theatre.  

 
 

Embassy   

Western and 3rd    
1958-1974 
 

Encore   
AKA: Melvin , Continental  

5308 Melrose  
1964-1979  
This theatre played old movies. 
Renamed Continental by Laemmle in 
the mid 1980õs as it had shown foreign 
film,  
 

Eros   

7165 Beverly   
1970-1971  
Adult cinema.  
 

Eve    

5959 Hollywood   
1970-1972 
Adult Cinema.   
 

Film Festival   
1066 N Western   
1970-? 1977* 
Adult cinema.  
 

Filmarte    
AKA: La Mirada  

1228 N Vine  
? 1930-1952  
801 seats. 
This closed to became a tv studio in 
1952. 
Owners:  
1930 Wesco 
1935 National Theatres  
1940-1950 Fox West Coast (District 1 -
First-run in 1940)  
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Flick   
AKA: Le Sex Shop  

1082 N. Western   
March 1969-September 1977  
Adult cinema.  It was renamed Le Sex 
Shop until the early 1980.  

 
 

Fox   
AKA: Iris  

May 25th, 1954 -1959, 1968-1994 
Fox West Coast owned this theatre.  
* 1918 opened as Iris by P. Tabor  
* May 25th, 1954 renamed Fox  
* 1994 closed due to the earthquake.  
* 2009 reopened as a bar called 
Playhouse.  

 

 
 

Granada   
AKA: Granada, Oriental, Hollywood  

7425 Sunset  
? 1921-? 1929  
750 seats. 
* Around1921 opened as Granada  
* Around 1929 renamed Hollywood 
(West Coast) 
* 1932 renamed Oriental  
* 1985 closed and converted to retail  
  

Guild   

6126 Hollywood  
? 1950-1951  
965 seats. 
Fox West Coast (First -Run) owned it.  
 

Hawaii Music Hall  

5941 Hollywood   
May 6 th, 1940-1963  
1,106 seats 
Music Hall Theatres owned i t in 1950. 

 

 
 

Hitching Post    
AKA: Hitching Post, Tele -View, Paris 

6262 Hollywood   
? 1945-? 1955  
ABC Theatres owned this 400 -seat 
theatre, which shown mostly 
westerns.  
* ? 1940 opened as Tele -View 
* 1941 renamed hitching  Post  and 
shown westerns  
* Late 1940õs renamed Paris 
 

Holly    
Also known as Colony, Studio, Music Hall, Academy , 
Holly  

1624 Sunset  
? 1965-1986 
780 seats. 
* July 31 st, 1931 opened as Studio, the 
first òAutomaticó theatre in the area 
with no ushers. Just a manager, 
projectionist and cash ier. The 
refreshments were from vending 
machine. It was billed as òWorldõs 
Most Unique Theatre  
* December 1936 renamed Colony  
* by 1941 renamed Music Hall  
* Mid 1950õs renamed Academy 
* Mid 1960õs renamed Holly  as it was 
taken over by Loewõs 
* 1972 taken over by General Cinemas  
* 1970õs taken over by Pacific Theatres 
* 1980-1981 Caligula played here for 
over a year.  
* 1986 closed and converted into 
retail.  
* 2004 became an Scientology 
Learning Center.  
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Hollywood   

6764 Hollywood   
December 20 th, 1913-? 1990  
756 seats. 
* December 20 th, 1913 opened  
* September 1926 an organ is installed  
* 1927 and 1938 renovated  
* 1977 renovated again  
* 1992 closed  
Mann renovated this theatre in 1977  
Owners:  
1920 Hollywood Theatres, Inc.  
1925 Greenfield, Louis R. Theatres  
1930 Wesco Corp.  
1935 Warner Bros.  
1940-1945 Fox West Coast (Direct 
Supervision)  
1950-1970 Fox West Coast (District 1)  
1971-1975 General Cinemas 
1980-1990 Mann 

 
 

Hollywood    
AKA: Granada, Oriental, Hollywood  

7425 Sunset  
? 1929-? 1932 
750 seats. 
* Around1921 opened as Granada  
* Around 1929 renamed Hollywood 
(West Coast) 
* 1932 renamed Oriental  
* 1985 closed and converted to retail  

 
 

Hollywood Center    

1451 Los Palmas 
1970-1971 
Adult cinema  
 

Hollywood Galaxy   

7021 Hollywood  
November 29 th,1991-2003  
2400 seats. 
General Cinemas owned this  6-cinema 
theatre.  It was taken over by AMC in 
2002. 

 

 
 

Hollywood Pacific   

6423 Hollywood   
1928-? 1995 
Triplexed in 1978  
Pacific Theatres owned this theatre 
from the 1960's  

 
  

Hollywood Playhouse   

1927-? 1945  
 

Hunley's    
AKA: Century  

5115 Hollywood   
? 1930-1965  
750 seats. 
 

Idyl Hour  
6265 Hollywood Blvd  
1911-1913 
 

Iris   
AKA: Fox  

6508 Hollywood   
1918-1954  
814 seats. 
* 1918 opened as Iris by P. Tabor  
* May 25 th, 1954 renamed Fox  
* 1994 closed due to the earthqua ke. 
* 2009 reopened as a bar called 
Playhouse.  
Owners:  
1930 Wesco 
1935 National Theatres  
1940-1954 Fox West Coast (District 1)  

 
 

La Mirada 
AKA: Filmarte  

1228 Vine 
? 1925-? 1935 
 


