
 

 

  

  

San Diego 

movie 

theatres and 

drive-ins 
      

Mike Rivest 



 
2 

SAN DIEGO 
SAN DIEGO COUNTY 

SAN DIEGO 
Academy   
3719 University 
1925-closed shortly and then 1955-1990 
owner: Art Theatre Guild 

 

 
 

Adams  
3325 Adams 
1934-1962 
625 seats 
Owners: 
1940 Metzger, Lou Theatres  
1945 Fox West Coast 3

rd
 district 

1950-1961 Fox West Coast 6
th

 district 

 
 

Airdome   

NW corner of Broadway and Third Ave  
1910-? 1911 
 

Alhambra   

815 Fifth Ave 
1913-1919 

 
 

Arclight 14 ς Westfield UTC Mall 

Late 2012 
1,800 seats 
This is being built by Pacific Theatres. 
 

Avalon  
AKA: Rex, Civic 

1919 India 
1928-1940 
  

Aztec  
AKA: California 

665 5
th

 Av. 
1930-? 1984 
Owners: 
1930 Wesco Corp. 
1935 Pacific National Theatres, Inc. 
1940-1945 Fox West Coast 3

rd
 district 

1940-1969 Preferred Theatres 
мфтлΩǎ tǳǎǎȅŎŀǘ ¢ƘŜŀǘǊŜǎ 

 

 
 

Balance and Yule  

1530 E. St  
1912-1913 
 

Balboa  
854 Fourth Ave 
March 28

th
, 1924-1986 

1,601 seats. 
Owners: 
1925 West Coast Theatres 
1930 Wesco Corp. 
1935 National Theatres 
1940-1945 Fox West Coast 3

rd
 District 

1950-1965 Fox West Coast 6
th

 District 
This reopened as a live theatre January 31

st
, 

2008 

 

 
 

Ballein's  
314 F St  
1915 
* 1913 opened as Lyceum 
* 1914 renamed Gaiety and the Little Theatre 
ϝ мфмр ƭƛǎǘŜŘ ŀǎ ōŀƭƭŜƛƴΩǎ 
* 1924 renamed Liberty 
* 1936 beceme the Hollywood Burlesque 
* 1971 Vincent Miranda of Walnut Properties, 
which controlled the Pussycat adult theater chain 
buys two whole blocks of downtown, fixed up 
the theatre and renamed it Off-Broadway and 
opened it on March 6th, 1971. 
* 1975 switched to adult movies and renamed 
Pussycat 
ϝ 9ŀǊƭȅ мфулΩǎ ǊŜƴŀƳŜŘ [ȅŎŜǳƳ 
* 1985 demolished for the parking of the Horton 
Plaza. 
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Bijou 
? 1909-1910 
 

Bijou    
AKA: Roxy 

658 5
th

 Avenue 
? 1975-? 1984 
Pussycat Theatres owned this adult cinema. 
 

Bob Hope 
Building 2242, Marine Corps Air Station 
Miramar 
http://www.mccsmiramar.com/theater.ht
ml  
? 1940- 
This is a military cinema that is not open to 
the public. It owned by the Nave Motion 
Picture Service. 

 

 
 

Broadway   

815 Broadway 
August 3

rd
,1914-? 1984 

704 seats. 
1972-1975 adult movies 
1976-1980, Spanish movies. 
Owners: 
1920 Bush Theatres 
1940 Metzger, Lou Theatres 
1945 Metzger-Srere Theaters 
1980 Thoat Tang Minh 

 

 
 

Bush  
301 C St.  
1920-1933 
 

Cabrillo  
319 Horton Plaza 
March 1

st
, 1915-1981 demolished 1982 

558 seats. 
Ads stopped in 1964 
Owners: 
1924-1929 West Coast Theatres 
1929-1930 Wesco Corp. 
1940 Metzger, Lou Theatres 
1945-1969 Metzger-Srere Theaters 
1975-1980 Pussycat Theatres 

 
 

Cabrillo  
AKA: Logan Heights, Metro 

2171 Logan 
1914-1917 

 
 

California   
AKA: Aztec 

SE corner Fifth and G 
1919-1930 
 

California   

1122 4
th

 Av. 
Apr 22, 1927-1990 (listings stopped in 1977. 
2,070 seats 
This was renovated in 1988 but closed two 
years later. It will reopen on April 22

nd
, 

2013 as the Davenports Supper Club 
Owners: 
1925 Pacific Southwest Theatres, Inc. 
1930 Wesco Corp. 
1935 National Theatres 
1940-1945 Fox West Coast 3

rd
 District 

1950-1973 Fox West Coast 6
th

 District 
1973-1977 Mann Theatres  

 

 

 
 

http://www.mccsmiramar.com/theater.html
http://www.mccsmiramar.com/theater.html
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Campus Drive-In  

6147 El Cajon  
August 18

th
, 1948-1983 

600 cars, 250 seats. 

 

 

 
 

Capri  
AKA: Egyptian 

3812 Park 
July 27, 1954-? 1990 
Owner in 1964: Amusement Corporation of 
America. Adult movies 1975-? 1990. 

 

 
 

Carteri  
3681 Adams 
1925-1934 

 

 
 

Casino  
643 5 th Ave. 
1890-1962, 1976-? 1984 
550 seats. 
tǳǎǎȅŎŀǘ ǘƘŜŀǘǊŜǎ ƻǿƴŜŘ ƛǘ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ мфтлΩǎ 
and shown adult movies. Movies from 1945 
onwards.  
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Center  
AKA: Centre Triple 

2120 Camino del Rio North 
February 16

th
, 1965-1995 

Lockwood & Gordon (from New England) 
owned this Cinerama theatre. 
In 1974 Pacific taken over this theatre and 
split it into 3 screens. 

 

 

 

 

 
 

Century Twin  
4370 54th St. 
1973-? 1995 

 

 
Cinema 21  
1440 Hotel Cir N  
July 19

th
,  1963-September 1998 

986 seats. 
Owners: 
1963-1967 Amusements Corporation of 
America 
1967-1973 Fox West Coast 
1967-1998 Mann 

 

 
 

 
Cinema Grossmont 
Is in La Mesa 

 



 

6 

Cinerama   

5831 University Ave 
Nov 20, 1962-1988 
Owners: 
1962-1971 Lockwood and Gordon (from 
New England) 
1971-1975 Pacific Theatres 
This theatre, which was the first to be built 
in a San Diego shopping centre, has been 
demolished for a 6-plex cinema by Pacific 
Theatres 

 

 

 
 

Cinerama 6  
5831 University Ave 
? 1989-July 27, 2007 
Pacific Theatres owns this 6-plex cinema. 

 
 

Circle  
? 1969 
Fox West Coast owned this cinema. 
 

Civic  
1919 India 
? 1940  
 

Clairemont    

4140 Clairemont Mesa Blvd 
June 29

th
, 1965-? 1998 

This theatre was twinned in 1978 
Owners: 
1969 RKO Stanley Warner 
1975-1998 Pacific Theatres 

 

 
 

College 
6303 El Cajob Blvd  
December 22

nd
, 1965-1994 

In 1978-1979 this fine theatre was split into 
4 poor cinemas with bad picture quality. 
The original Jack-in-the-Box restaurant was 
located next door to this theatre.  

 

 
 

College Grove Nineplex  

3450 College 
December 14

th
, 1988-October 16

th
, 1998 

2,703 seats 
Mann owned this cinema. All of the 
cinemas were THX approved 
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Colonial   
AKA Fisher Opera House and Isis opened 1892 

1127 4
th

 Av. 
December 15

th
, 1921-1928  

1,400 seats 
Opened as Fisher Opera Houseon January 
11

th
, 1892 

 
 

Coronet  
1796 Logan 
1939-1960 
650 seats. 

 
 

Corral 
2175 Logan 
1949-1950 

 
 

Crest  
AKA: Fairmont 

Fairmont & University Ave  
November 1

st
, 1947-1959 

742 seats. 
Fox West Coast 6

th
 District owned this 

cinema. 

 
 

Crystal  
630 E. St.  
1914-1915  
 

Diana  
? 1935-? 1940 
500 seats. 
 

Dream  
AKA: U. S.  

755 Fifth Ave. 
1911-1926  
 

Egyptian   
AKA: Capri 

3812 Park  
1926-1954 
819 seats. 
Owners: 
1929 Wesco Corp. 
1935 National Theatres 
1940-1945 Fox West Coast 3

rd
 District 

1950-194-1953 Fox West Coast 6
th

 District 
 

Empire   

NW Corner of 4th and F 
1905-1911 
 

Esquire 
42

nd
 & University 

1949-1950 

 
  

Fairmont   

Fairmont & University Ave 
August 18

th
, 1928-1945 

761 seats. 
Owners: 
1930 Wesco Corp. 
1935 National Theatres 
1940-1945 Fox West Coast 3

rd
 District 
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Fashion Valley 4  
7037 Friars Rd (Far northwest corner of the 
lot) 
June 5

th
, 1970-? 1995 

AMC owned this early multiplex cinema; it 
closed in the late 1990's for a new 18-plex 
on the site. 

 

 

 
 

Fashion Valley 18  
7037 Friars Rd 
2000- 
AMC owns this megaplex cinema. 

 

 
 

Fine Arts   

1818 Garnet 
1964-1983 
Art Theatre Guild owned this theatre. Adult 
movies were shown 1975-1979. 

 
 

Fleet Space Theatre IMAX   

1875 El Prado 
1973- 
Claims that this is the first IMAX dome in 
the world (somebody forgets to check the 
Toronto listings.)  
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Fox  
710 B St 
November 8

th
, 1929-1977 

2,883 seats. 
Biggest movie palace ever in San Diego, it 
was owned by Fox West Coast 
LǘΩǎ ƴƻǿ ǘƘŜ /ƻǇƭŜȅ Symphony Hall. The 
interior was kept while office towers were 
build around it. 
Owners: 
1930 Wesco Corp. 
1935 National Theatres 
1940-1945 Fox West Coast 3

rd
 District 

1950-1973 Fox West Coast 6
th

 District 
1973-1975 Mann Theatres  

 

 
 

Foxy 
655 5

th
 Av. 

? 1980-? 1985 
This was an adult cinema. 

 
 

Frontier Drive-In  

3601 Midway Dr  
April 10

th
, 1957-1985 

1,600 cars. 
This drive-in was twinned in 1977. Three 
screens in 1980. 1982-1985 owner: De Anza 
Drive-Ins.  

 

 

 
 


