
ESCONDIDO 
United States of America|California|San Diego|South 

SAN DIEGO COUNTY 

BONSALL 
Galaxy 6 OPEN 
5256 S. Mission 
? 1998- 
UltraStar owns this cinema. 

 
 

CARLSBAD 

Carlsbad CLOSED  

2822 State  
1927-? 1990  
450 seats. 
 

Carlsbad 10 CLOSED 
? 1995-? 1998  
 

Carlsbad 16 BUILDING 
2007- 
AMC is building this cinema. 
 

El Cncanto CLOSED 
? 1940 
 

La Costa 6 OPEN 
6941 El Camino Real  
? 1998 
Owners: 
1998 Edwards 
2004 Ultrastar Cinemas 

 
  

MovieMax 4 OPEN 
AKA: Plaza Camino Real 4 

2385 Marron Rd   
2003- 

 

 
 

Plaza Camino Real 4 
AKA: MovieMax 4 

2385 Marron Rd   
? 1995-2002 
CinemaStar owned this theatre. 
  

Sylvia  CLOSED  

? 1945-? 1945  
418 seats. 
 

DEL MAR 
Del Mar Highlands 8 OPEN 
? 1995 
Owners: 
1995 Edwards 
2004 Ultrastar Cinemas 

 
 

Flower Hill OPEN  

? 1990- 
Opened with 1 screen, twinned in the early 
1990's and expanded to 4 screens in the 
late 1990's 
Owners: 
1990 Edwards 
2004 Ultrastar Cinemas 

 
 

Stanford Open Air CLOSED  

1917 
Airdome type theatre. 
 

ENCINITAS 
Encinitas 8 CLOSED  
AKA: Wiegand Plaza 6 

220 N El Camino Real 
2003-2007 
AMC owns this theatre. It will be closed in 
2006 for mall redevelopment, but as of the 
start of 2007, still open. 

 
 

La Paloma OPEN  

http://www.lapalomatheatre.com/   
? 1928- 
540 seats. 

 
 

Wiegand Plaza 6  
AKA: Encineas 8 

AMC owned this theatre. 
220 N El Camino Real  
1983-2003 
 

ESCONDIDO 
Auditorium CLOSED 
Grand and Lime 
Closed by 1917 
 

Big Screen Theatre CLOSED  
AKA: Ritz, Pussycat, Bijou 

313 E Grand Ave   
? 1993-? 1993  
 

Bijou CLOSED  
AKA: Ritz, Pussycat, Big Screen Theater 

313 E Grand Ave   
? 1976-? 1993  

http://www.lapalomatheatre.com/


 

Carousel 6 CLOSED 
1868 E Valley Pky  
? 1990-2001 
Edwards owned this theatre; it closed when 
Edwards went bankrupt. 

 
 

Del Norte Plaza Movies 8 

CLOSED  

362 W Del Norte Pky  
? 2000-2000 

 
  

Escondido Drive-In CLOSED 
755 W Mission   
? 1955-? 1990  
300 cars. 

 
 

Kinema CLOSED  
AKA: Pala 

207 E. Grand   
1921-1938 

 
 

Pala CLOSED 
AKA Kinema 

207 E. Grand 
1938-? 1950  
750 seats. 
 

Princess CLOSED  

Closed by 1920  
  

Pussycat CLOSED  
AKA: Ritz, Bijou, Big Screen Theater 

313 E Grand Ave   
1970-1976 
Pussycat Theatres owned this adult cinema.
  

Ritz CLOSED 
AKA: Pussycat, Bijou, Ritz, Big Screen Theater 

313 E Grand Ave   
? 1938-2003  
796 seats. 
From www.cinematreasures.org  
The theater opened in 1938 by Mr. and Mrs. 
John Johnson. It is 8,400 square feet. It showed 
three different double features a night. 
Wednesday nights were 10 cents and had a keno 
game at intermission. It was highly successful 
until 1951 when a fire gutted the interior. It 
reopened in 1954, but because of television, it 
did not do as well. 
It managed to stay open but around 1970 it 
became an X-rated movie house called the 
Pussycat. The theater manager was arrested 
when a movie was thought to be "obscene". The 
theater was reopened with family films in 1976 
and renamed the Bijou, but the venture failed. 
The theater was remodeled again in 1981 and 
featured Spanish language films. In 1993, the 
theater was renamed once more as the Big 
Screen Theater and showed art films, but that 
did not last long. In 2003 the theater was once 
more called by it's original name the Ritz, but the 
double bill only lasted nine days and the theater 
closed. 
New owners Chuck and Leona Borough 
purchased the theater later in the summer, but 
as of yet, have not decided what to do with the 
building. 
The theater is relatively intact. It needs to be 
restored to its 1954 appearance. The look of 
1938 seems to be gone forever. It would make a 
marvelous venue for classic films because of 
Escondido's active retirement age population. 
Grand Avenue is beautiful tree-lined street that 
thrives on its antique shops and coffee houses.  
There are two live theater venues within blocks 
of this theater. There also is a Friday night classic 
automobile "cruise-in" every Friday night that is 
well attended 

 

Signature 16 OPEN 
Downtown   
2004- 
Regal Cinemas taken over this cinema in 
2004 

 

 
 

United Artists 8 CLOSED 
? 1998 
United Artists owned this theatre. 
 

Vineyard CLOSED 
1529 E Valley Pky  
? 1990-? 1998 
Twinned by 1998 
 

OCEANSIDE 

Crest CLOSED  

? 1955 
 

El Camino Eightplex CLOSED 
? 1985-? 1998 
Mann owned this theatre.  
 

Elysium CLOSED  

2nd 3 w. of Tremont  
Closed in 1925 
 

La Costa 6 CLOSED 
? 2000-2000  
 

La Paloma CLOSED 
? 1930 
 

Margo  LIVE 
200 block of Brooks St. 
? 1936-? 1955  
659 seats. 
its now a live performance theater. 
 

http://www.cinematreasures.org/

