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SAN FRANCISCO
SAN FRANCISCO COUNTY 

SAN FRANCISCO 
1000 Van Ness   
1000 Van Ness 
1988- 
AMC owns this this cinema, which is built in 
a old office building. 
opened with 10 screens and expanded to 
14 screens in 2003 

 
 

16th Street  
AKA: 16th St. 07, Victoria 13, New Follies 64, Victoria 77- 

2961 16th st 
1907-1913 
 

4 Star  
AKA: La Bonita 12, Star 27, Four Star 1947-90, 1992- 

2200 Clement St 
1947-1990, 1992- 
Blumenfield Theatres owned this theatre 
until the late 1980's 
There are plans to close this theatre. 
http://www.save4star.net/  

 
 

42nd Avenue  
2426 42nd Ave 
? 1990  
 

Acme  
AKA: Times 

1249 Stockton 
1910-1949 
250 seats. 

 
 

Alcazar  
AKA: Alcazar 07, Federal 37, United Nations 45, Alcazar 52 

260 O'Farrell 
1907-1937, 1952-1961 

 
 

Alexandra    

5400 Geary Blvd 
1923-early 2004 
1610 seats. 
The Alexandria opened on November 26, 1923 
with Douglas MacLean in "Going Up." It was built 
at a cost of $350,000 by Oppenheimer & (Alex) 
Levin. 
In 1941, it underwent extensive remodelling, 
emerging totally Moderne, with only the original 
stone pillars on its corner facade still exhibiting 
evidence of its original Egyptian roots. It re-
opened on June 19, 1942, but due to wartime 
blackout restrictions, much of its new neon 
elegance had to be subdued until sometime 
later. In the late 1950's it was upgraded to a first 
run 70MM, reserved seat policy premiering such 
roadshow attractions as  
South Pacific (48 weeks) 
Exodus (20 weeks) 
Can Can (19 weeks) 
El Cid (21 weeks) 
Longest Day (19 weeks) 
Cleopatra (56 weeks) 
Oliver! (43 weeks). 
On November 24, 1976, it re-opened as 
Alexandria 3, with the former balcony and loge 
sections converted into two separate, smaller 
auditoriums, but with the original downstairs 
section more or less intact. UA owned it. 

 
 

Alhambra   
AKA: Market Street 09, Alhambra 17, Cameo 23, Frolic 19, Marion 
Davis 29, Esquire 40 

936 Market 
1917-1922 
 

http://www.save4star.net/
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Alhambra   
AKA: Cinema Grill 

2330 Polk St 
1926-1999 
1625 seats. 
The theater was twinned in November 1976 
and then a few years before it closed as a 
theater, it was re-converted back to single 
screen. Blumenfeld ran this theater in the 
later years 
Owners: 
1961 Nasser Bros. 
1975 Blumenfield Theatres 
1990 Cinema 'n' Drafthouse 

 
 

All Star  
AKA: Victory 07, Fischer's 09, Sutter 13, All Star 14, Class A 26, 
Sutter 27, Teatro Sutter 41 

2030 Sutter St 
1914-1926 
 

Allies  
AKA: California 09, Liberty 10, Allies 20, Crescent 23, Liberty 26, 
World 49-53 

649 Broadway 
? 1920  
 

Alta    
AKA: Alta, New Potrero 

312 Connecticut 
1913-1929 
  

Amazon  
AKA: Apollo 

965 Geneva 
1929-1969 
United California owned this 980-seat 
theatre in 1961 

 
 

American   
AKA: American 07, Rialto 16, Rivoli 23, Embassy 27, Warner 
Brothers 32, Embassy 34 

1123 Market 
1907-1914 
 

American   
AKA: Halcyon 22, Garden 22, American 24 
273 Divisadero 

1924 
 

American  
AKA: Nickelless Nickelodeon 09, Chutes Vaudeville 09, Lyric 16, 
New Progress 25, American 26 New American 48, American 64 

1226 Filmore 
1926-1964 
1207 seats. 

 
 

Apollo  
AKA: Amazon 

965 Geneva 
1970-1983 
 

Aquarius  
145 Eddy 
1970-1977 
 

Army YMCA  

Presidio 
? 1940-? 1945 
  

Art 1 & 2    

55 Taylor  
? 1973- 
This twin adult theatre screened "Deep 
Throat" and "The Devil in Miss Jones" for 10 
years. 
Was this part of the Pussycat chain of 
theatre. 

 
 

Artist's Television Access  

? 2000-2000 
 

Avalon  
2551 Filmore 
1931-? 1936 
 

Avenue    
2650 San Bruno Ave 
1927-1984 
963 seats. 
General Theatrical owned this 963-seat 
cinema. 
 

Balboa  
3630 Balboa St 
1926- 
763 seats. 
This theatre was twinned in 1978 and a 3rd 
screen was added in the late 1990's 
United Artists owns this theatre. 

 

 
 

Balboa  
AKA: Westwood 

1634 Ocean 
1922-1931 

 
 

Baronet & St. Francis  

965 Market 
1969-1975 
Plitt Theatres owned this twin theatre. 
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Bayshore   

2428 Bayshore 
1926-1959 
340 seats. 
 

Bayview  

4935 3rd st 
1924-1957 
850 seats. 
 

Bell  
4734 Mission 
1919-1920 

 
 

Betty's Casino  
AKA: Casino 17, Betty's Casino 25, Casino 26, Downtown 42 

198 Ellis  
1925-1926 
 

Bijou  

451 Columbus  
1907-1909 
 

Bijou   
AKA: Pompeii 26, Regal 36, Bijou 74 

1046 Market 
1974-1989 
Adult films were shown here. 
 

Bridge  

3010 Geary Blvd 
July 21, 1939- 
399 seats. 
Owners: 
1969 Walter Reade 
1990 Blumenfield Theatres 
1991 Landmark Theatres 

 
 

Broadway   

618 Broadway 
? 1925-? 1935 
800 seats. 
 

Buckingham Twin  
Closed 2000 
United Artists owned this cinema. 
  

Burlesque   
AKA: Shanghai 11, Kearny 18, Burlesque 41, Rex 45 

825 Kearney 
1941-1945 
 

California   
AKA: State 

787 Market 
1917-1941 
2306 seats. 

 
 

California   
AKA: California 09, Liberty 10, Allies 20, Crescent 23, Liberty 26, 
World 49-53 
649 Broadway 

1909-1910 
 

Cameo  
3038 16th st 
? 1925-? 1950 
250 seats. 
 

Cameo  
936 Market 
1923-1929 
 

Capitol  
AKA: Cort 11, Curran 18, Century 21, Morosco 22, Capitol 25, 
Capitol Follies 39 

64 Ellis 
1925-1938 
1500 seats. 

 
 

Capitol  
AKA: Cory 13, Capitol 22, Crown 24, Rialto 26, Union 32, Rio 41, 
Metro II 68, Rio 82, Mercury 83-86 

2240 Union  
1922-1924 
 

Capri  
AKA: Cortland 

802 Cortland 
1957-1970 

 
 

Casino  
AKA: Casino 17, Betty's Casino 25, Casino 26, Downtown 42 

198 Ellis 
1917-1940 
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Castro   
429 Castro St 
1922- 
1875 seats. 
Owners: 
1961 Nasser Bros. 
1990 to until about 2000 Blumenfield 
Theatres. Live shows and movies. 

 
 

Castro  
1910-1922 
 

Central    

1191 Market 
1906-1911 

 
 

Centre   
1071 Market 
1947-1987 
299 seats. 
The Centre opened as the Round-Up on February 
12, 1944, showing nothing but Western films, the 
double feature program changing daily. 
On August 15, 1947 it reopened as the Centre 
with a mixed bag of re-releases and action films. 
The Centre was a classic example of the type of 
theater known as a "shooting gallery," not so 
much from the nature of the films it showed, but 
from the fact that the interior consisted of one 
aisle down the middle with five seats on each 
side. 
Unable to adapt to wide screen films in the 
1950's because the theater was so narrow, the 
Centre landed on its feet by converting to "adult" 
films, first softcore, and eventually hardcore, and 
survived until December 1987 as an outlet for 
such fare. 

 
 

Century   
AKA: Cort 11, Curran 18, Century 21, Morosco 22, Capitol 25, 
Capitol Follies 39 
64 Ellis 

1921-1922 
 

Century 21  
AKA: Marina 

2141 Chestnut St 
? 1970-2000 
Syufy-Century Theatres owned this theatre, 
when this theatre was taken over by Syufy, 
admission prices increased and a first-run 
policy was in force, there were a lot of 
parking problems with this theatre. 

 
 

Chinatown  
AKA:Grandview 

756 Jackson 
1978-1989 
  

Chutes  
Fulton Bet. 10th and 11th 
1907-1909 
  

Chutes and Zoo  
AKA: Orpheum 

Fulton Bet. 10th and 11th 
1902-1906 
 

Chutes Vaudeville   
AKA: Nickelless Nickelodeon 09, Chutes Vaudeville 09, Lyric 16, 
New Progress 25, American 26 New American 48, American 64 

1226 Filmore 
1909-1912 
 

Cine Accion  
? 2000-2001 
Spanish movies were shown at this theatre. 
 

Cine Latino  
AKA: Wigwam 13, Rialto 30, Crown 47, Cine Latino 74 

2555 Mission 
1974-1990 
Spanish movies were shown at this theatre. 
 

Cinema  
AKA: Lesser Nickelodeon 09, Graman's 10, Milo Biograph 12, 
Circle 24, New Circle 32, Newsreel 39, Cinema 48, Crest 58, 
Egypitan 78, Electric 81, Crazy Horse 94 (club) 

980 Market 
1949-1958 
 

Circle   
AKA: Lesser Nickelodeon 09, Graman's 10, Milo Biograph 12, 
Circle 24, New Circle 32, Newsreel 39, Cinema 48, Crest 58, 
Egypitan 78, Electric 81, Crazy Horse 94 (club) 

980 Market 
1924-1932 
400 seats. 
 

Citibank Cinemax   
Embarcadero 
2001-2002 
This large format cinema closed due to a 
lack of patrons. 
 

Class A  
AKA: Victory 07, Fischer's 09, Sutter 13, All Star 14, Class A 26, 
Sutter 27, Teatro Sutter 41 

2030 Sutter St 
1926-1927 
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Clay  
AKA: Regent 13, Avalon 31, Clay 36, International 36 

2261 Fillmore St 
1936-August 2010 
380 seats. 
Owners: 
1961 Rosener-Hurbert 
1969 Walter Reade 
1990 Blumenfield Theatres 
1995 Landmark Theatres. 

 
 

Clement   

1800 Clement 
1911-1924 
 

Cole Hill   

? 1999-2000 
 

Coliseum   

Baker bet. Fell and Oak 
1907-? 1913 

 
 

Coliseum   

734 Clement St 
Nov 22, 1918-October 17, 1989 
United Artists owned this 2015-seat 
theatre, it has been gutted for condos, it 
closed in 1989 when the earthquake 
damaged this theatre. Owner in the mid 
1920's was San Francisco Theatres Inc. 

 
  

College  
AKA: Jewel 17, Sun 20, College 20, Francesca 21, Strand 28 

1127 Market 
1920-1921 
 

Colonial   
AKA: Colonial 07, Savoy 09, Oriental 13, Savoy 19, Plaza 22, 
President 25, President Follies 42 

80 McAllister 
1907-1908 

 
 

Colonial   
AKA: Liberty 10, Colonial 18, Star 22 

556 Haight 
1918-1921 
 

Columbia   
AKA: Columbia 10, Geary Playhouse 24, Wilkes 25, Geary 28 

415 Geary 
1910-1924 
 

Columbia    
AKA: South SF Opera House 

4705 3rd st 
1913-1924 
 

Columbia   
AKA: Tivoli 

70 Eddy  
1924-1930 
1638 seats. 
 

Columbia   

147 O'Farrell 
1930-1937 
 

Connery   

? 1990  
 

Coronet   

3575 Geary Blvd 
1949-April 2005 
United Artists owned this theatre. 
This Streamline Moderne cavern is San 
Francisco's Church of the Big-Budget Blockbuster. 
Both "Star Wars: Special Edition" and "Phantom 
Menace" made their debuts here, with people 
camping for weeks in the dumpster-strewn 
parking lot. Despite its massive appeal, gigantic 
screen, and state-of-the-art sound system, the 
Coronet was closed in March 2005 and is slated 
to be razed for a senior-care facility. 
70MM roadshow films were shown here. 

 
 

Cort   
AKA: Cort 11, Curran 18, Century 21, Morosco 22, Capitol 25, 
Capitol Follies 39 

64 Ellis 
1911-1918 

 
 

Cortland   
AKA: Capri 

802 Cortland 
1920-1957 
399 seats. 
 

Cory  
AKA: Cory 13, Capitol 22, Crown 24, Rialto 26, Union 32, Rio 41, 
Metro II 68, Rio 82, Mercury 83-86 

2240 Union 
1913-1920 
  

Crescent   
AKA: California 09, Liberty 10, Allies 20, Crescent 23, Liberty 26, 
World 49-53 

649 Broadway 
1923-1925 
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Crest  
980 Market 
1958-1978 
Mann Theatres owned this theatre. 

 
 

Crown  
AKA: Cory 13, Capitol 22, Crown 24, Rialto 26, Union 32, Rio 41, 
Metro II 68, Rio 82, Mercury 83-86 

2240 Union 
1924-1925 
 

Crown  
AKA: Wigwam 13, Rialto 30, Crown 47, Cine Latino 74 

2555 Mission St 
1947-1974 
Owners: 
1961 United California theatres 
1969 United Artists 

 
 

Curran    
AKA: Cort 11, Curran 18, Century 21, Morosco 22, Capitol 25, 
Capitol Follies 39 

64 Ellis 
1918-1921 
 

Curran  
445 Geary Blvd 
1922-? 1990 
Performing arts center. 

 
 

Davis  
McAllister and Fillmore 
1906  

 
 

Davis  
Market 
? 1925-? 1945 
1008 seats. 
 

Del Mar   

5825 Mission 
1947-1950 
 

DeLuxe   

? 1935-? 1945 
 

Diamond   
AKA: Diamond Nickelodeon 

2786 Diamond 
1918-1929 

 
 

Downtown  
AKA: Casino 17, Betty's Casino 25, Casino 26, Downtown 42 

198 Ellis  
1942-1952 
1934 seats. 
 

Duo  

? 1950  
 

Edison  
AKA: Powell 

37 Powell  
1918-1933 
 

Egyptian   
AKA: Lesser Nickelodeon 09, Graman's 10, Milo Biograph 12, 
Circle 24, New Circle 32, Newsreel 39, Cinema 48, Crest 58, 
Egypitan 78, Electric 81, Crazy Horse 94 (club) 

980 Market 
1978-1981 
 

Egyptian   
AKA: Egypitan 24, Studio 43, Guild 47, Pussycat 74 

1067 Market 
1924-1943 
400 seats. 
 

El Camino  
? 1961 
United California owned this theatre. 
 

El Capitan  
2353 Mission St 
June 29th, 1928-1957 
Fox West Coast owned this 2,572-seat 
theatre. 

 
 

El Presidio    

2340 Chestnut 
? 1940-? 1950 
826 seats. 
 

El Rancho  
? 1980 
Ray Cooper owned this theatre. 
   

El Ray  
1070 Ocean Ave 
1931-? 1990 
1831 seats. 
Owners: 
1961 United California 
1969 United Artists 
1980 Blumenfield Theatres 
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El Rio  
3158 Mission St 
1999-2000 
Outdoor theatre. 
 

Electric  
980 Market 
1981-1994 
 

Electric  
1326 Filmore 
1911  
 

Elite  
AKA: Elite 12, Rex 19, Plaza 27, Vogue 39 

3290 Sacramento  
1912-1919 
  

Ellis  
AKA: Princess 

1679 Ellis  
1935-1951 
 

Embarcadero Center 5  

1 Embarcadero Ctr  
? 1998- 
Landmark owns this art-house cinema. 
 

Always the best show in town 
Embassy   
AKA: American 07, Rialto 16, Rivoli 23, Embassy 27, Warner 
Brothers 32, Embassy 34 

1123 Market 
1927-1932, 1934-1989 
1380 seats. 

 
 

Empire  
AKA: Pantages 

Sutter bet. Fillmore and Steiner (N Side) 
1906-1908 
 

Only the big pictures play 
Empire  
AKA: CinéArts @ Empire 

85 W Portal Ave 
1936- 
1075 seats. 
This theatre was triplexed into 3 screens in 
1974 by Syufy. 
It is now owned by Century Theatres, which 
was taken over by Cinemark in 2007. 

 
Cinematour.com 

 

 

Empress  
AKA: West Portal 

965 Market 
1910-1917 
 

Esquire  
AKA: Market Street 09, Alhambra 17, Cameo 23, Frolic 19, Marion 
Davis 29, Esquire 40 

936 Market 
1940-1972 
957 seats. 
Metropolitan Theatres owned this theatre 
in 1969. 
 

Eureka    
191 Golden Gate 
1925  
 

Excelsior   
AKA: Granada 

4631 Mission 
1922-1931 
 

Excelsior   
AKA: Bell 

4734 Mission 
1911-1913 
 

Fairyland Nickelodeon  
AKA: Theodon 

444 Divisadero 
1911-1913 
 

Federal  
AKA: Alcazar 07, Federal 37, United Nations 45, Alcazar 52 

260 O'Farrell 
1937-1939 
 

Ferry  
74 Embarcadero  
1923-1927, 1939-1940 
 

Festival   

236 Dorland St 
? 1990  
 

Fillmore   

? 1940-? 1961 
Nasser Bros. owned this theatre. 
  

Fillmore  
1426 Filmore 
1909-1911 
  

Fillmore Nickelodeon  
1640 Filmore 
1911  
 

Filmarte   
AKA: Gaiety 13, Hippodrome 15, Union Square 25, Filmarte 31 

160 O'Farrell 
1931-1934 
1900 seats. 
 

Firehouse Theatre   

1572 California St  
1971-1975 
  

Fischer's    
AKA: Victory 07, Fischer's 09, Sutter 13, All Star 14, Class A 26, 
Sutter 27, Teatro Sutter 41 

2030 Sutter St 
1909-1913 
 

Fishers Nickelodeon   

600 Clement at 7th  
1908-1919 
 

Flagg  
1475 Stockton 
1911-1927 
 

Foreign Cinema  
2534 Mission St 
2001- 
Art cinema. 

 
 


