Movie-theatre.org

Denver movie theatres

Includes Boulder

Mike Rivest




DENVER

DENVER COUNTY

DENVER

Aladdin

2010 E. 10th st

1926 -? 1980

1352 seats.

Owners:

1926 Fox Intermountain
1973 Mann

Alameda
312 S. Pearl

? 1940-? 1955
450 seats.

Alpine

3305 Williams
? 1930-? 1950
590 seats.

American
? 1920-? 1930
1699 seats.

Amumu
7 1945-? 1945

Arapahoe Driveln
? 1975
Wolfburg owned this drivein

Arvado Plaza
2 1969-? 1980

Avalon
26/Navajo
?1945-? 1955
310 seats.

Aztlan

AKA: Santa Fe
974 Santa Fe Dr
? 1990-? 1995

Bear Valley 8

3100 S Sheridan Blvd
?1995-2000

SuperSaver owned this theatre.

Bide-a-Wee
2 1925-? 1940

Bluebird
3317 E. Colfax
1913-? 1975
572 seats.
Owned until the late 1960's by Fox
Intermountain, porno in the 1970's
now a live performance center.

Boulder
21930

Brentwood 4

?1975-? 1990

AMC owned this theatre from 1985
closing

Broadway
2 1940-? 1950
889 seats.

Cactus
17/Lamar

? 1950-? 1950
500 seats.

Cactus Driveln
71950

Cameron
721 Santa Fe
? 1940-? 1955
734 seats.

Capri
2 1964-? 1964

Center

216 16th St

? 1955-? 1975

Owned by Fox Intermountain

Century 21

1370 S. Colorado

? 1969-? 1995

1065 seats.

Owners:

1969 Fox Intermountain
1973 Mann

This theatre had shown 70 mm films.

-




Cherry Creek 8
3000 E 1st Ave

1990 -

Owners:

1990 Mann

2005 Colorado Cinemas

Cherry Creek Cinema

?1969-? 1985

General Cinemas owned theatre, which
was twinned in the early 1980's

Chez Artiste 3
4150 E Amherst Ave
? 1995-

CineArt
? 1969
Atlas owned this theatre.

Cinema Grill 3
21998 -2000
Movies and dining.

Colonial
? 1930
400 seats.

Colorado
1629 Curtis

? 1925-? 1955
396 seats.

Colorado 4

1629 Curtris ?

?1975-? 1990

AMC owned this cinema from the early
1980's-closing.

Colorado Center 9

2000 S Colorado Blvd

22000 -

An IMAX theatre was added in 2004.

Owners:

2000 United Artists

2001 Regal Cinemas.
7

Comet

78 Knox

? 1930-? 1955
450 seats.

Continental

3635 S Monaco Blvd

1965 -

6 screensin 1996, 1 1 screens in 2008
Owners:

1969 Commonwealth

1987 UA

2001 Regal Cinemas

Theatres of the same design were built in
Tulsa and Oklahoma City. Both of these
are closed.

In 1983 the theatre was heavily damaged
by an fire.

In 2008 this theatre has expended to 11
cinemas.

Cooper Cameo

960 S. Colorado Boulevard
?1974-1994

Built next to the Cinerama.




Cooper Cinerama

960 S. Colorado Boulevard

March 9, 1961 -1994

814 seats.

The Cooper was among the theatres included
in the original limited-market launch of "Star
Wars." The Cooper's 5/25/77 openinglay
gross, accading to Daily Variety, was a house
record $7,966. This was the first cinema to be
built for Cinerama.

The Denver Cooper Theater was the
first "Super Cinerama" theater built that was
especially designed for the Cinerama-8trip
process. Construction begaon May 17,

1960, with an estimated construction cost of
$750,000. The theater opened on March 9,
1961 and actually cost $1,000,000 to
construct, furnish, and equip. Richard
Crowther designed the Cooper Theater.
Although the Cooper Foundation as a design
consultant for the project retained Mel Glatz,
his actual contribution to the design is
unknown. The BerglundCherne Company
constructed the theater.

The Denver Cooper Theater had the
largest movie screen in the world, at the time
that it was constructed. The movie screen
measured 38feet high by 105-feet wide, built
in a 146 -degree arc (curve). Seating capacity
was 814 seats. At the time that it was built,
there were only ten Cinerama theaters in the
nation. The Coooper had a number of
innovations (i.e., movie theater "firsts"). For
example, seats were installed in a curve, so
that each seat directly faced the curved movie
screen; there were no doors at the entrance to
the restrooms, so that patrons could get in and
out faster (there were partitions that usrs
walked around to get to the restrooms); and
the entire auditorium had small holes in the
ceiling that delivered heat and air conditioning
air flow, which minimized noise coming from
the HVAC system.

The Denver Cooper Theater played 4
number of travelgues starting in 1961,
including "This Is Cinerama," "Cinerama
Holiday," and "Seven Wonders of the World."
On July 14, 1962, the theater hosted the
world premier of "The Wonderful World of the
Brothers Grimm." On March 7, 1963, "How
the West Was Won" staed and played for 88
weeks. During the period from 1961 to 1964,
all presentations were in "roadshow" format;
that is, reserved seating, one or two shows
presented a day, and an intermission between
Act 1 and Act 2. In the Fall of 1964, the
theater was corverted to display 70mm
presentations. In 1967, the Cooper was
reconverted back to the 3strip Cinerama
process to display "The Best of Cinerama."
After that, the 3-strip process was never used
at the Denver Cooper again.

What's lost in all these historich
facts is that the Cooper Theater was a Denver
icon. Movie viewers sometimes traveled from
all over the country, just to see the Cinerama
process displayed at the Denver Cooper
Theater. Travel agents in other states would
purchase tickets for their custorers, when
booking travel arrangements for people coming
to Denver (the Denver Cooper had 17 ticket
offices in the Rocky Mountain region). Friday,

Saturday, and Sunday performances were

almost always soldout; performances during
other days were either solebut or close to
being soldout. The theater staff sat movie
viewers in the aisles just to accommodate
more people in the theater (until the Fire
Marshall threatened to shut down the theater
for this practice). The Denver Cooper garnered
a reputation for keing the "show piece" for the
Cinerama process.

It was indeed a special event to view Cinerama
at the Denver Cooper Theater, and audiences
knew it.

In 1994, the Denver Cooper was
torned down because (1) the land that it was
built on became more valuablehan the
theater itself, (2) movie viewers were more
attracted to newer multiscreen "mega
theaters," and (3) the building was over 30
years old and maintenance costs were
increasing to the point that it was no longer
profitable to keep the theater open. Aarge,
retail bookstore now occupies the site. It was
certainly Denver's loss when the Cooper was
razed.

Coronet
7 1961-? 1964

Crest
?1964-? 1975
Wolfberg owned this theatre.

Denver

510 16th St

? 1930-? 1964

2588 seats.

I;gx West Coasbwned this theatre.

Denver Center 2
21990

Denver Pavilions 15

500 16th St

? 2000-

Owners:

2000 UA

2001 Regal Cinemas
o

o

Egyptian
2644 W.32th St
2 1930-? 1955
650 seats.

Empress
1615-21 Curtis St
2 1935-? 1940

Englewood
2 1955

Esquire
AKA: Hiawatha
590 Downing
? 1945-

780 seats.
Twinned in the early 1990's
Owners:

1945 Fox Intermountain
1990 Landnlark Theatres

Evans Driveln and Indoor

2705 W. Evans
?1961-? 1980



Federal

3830 Federal

?1925-? 1975

Atlas Theatres owned thi805 -seat
theatre.

Flick
1970-? 1985
Commonwealth owned this theatre.

Folly
21930

Gem

1746 Curtis

? 1935-? 1955
693 seats.

Golden
21955

Gothic
2 1955-? 1955

Granada

2927 W. 25th st

? 1930-? 1964

589 seats.

Civic Theatres owned thi$589 -seat
theatre.

Hiawatha
AKA: Esquire

590 Downing St
1928-? 1940
800 seats.

Holiday

32nd St & Clay

? 1961-? 1990

Atlas Theatres owned this cinema.

Isis
1722 Curtis
1913-1953
Fox Intermountain owned this 171%seat
theatre.

Jazz
21925

Jewel

1912 S. Broadway

? 1930-? 1955

Atlas Theatre owned this 600seat
theatre.

Kitty's Adult Cinema
735 E Colfax Ave

? 2000-
Adult cinema.

-

Kitty's South
119 S Broadway
? 2000

Kitty's Tabor
3333 W Alameda Ave
22000 -

Adult cinema.

Kiva
2 1945-7 1945

Majestic
2 1930-? 1935

Mayan

110 Broadway

1930-

966 seats.

3 screens in the late 1980's
Owners:

1930 Fox Intermountain
1990 Landmark Theatres

B

Mexico

2118 Larimer

? 1945-? 1955

365 seats.

Mexicanmovies were shown here.

Mission
? 1930-7 1945
591 seats.

Monaco Driveln
? 1955-? 1975
Wolfberg owned this drivein

Navajo
2 1935-? 1945

Neighbourhood Flix and Café
2510 E. Colfax
2007 -November 2008

New England Cinema
? 1969
General Cinema®wned this theatre.

New Holiday




? 1955

New State
? 1955

New Victory
1621 Curtis

? 1940-? 1955
1323 seats.

North star Driveln
1641 Glenarm

? 1964-? 1985

Wolfberg owned this drivein

North Valley Cinema

1968 -? 1985

General Cinemas twinnedhis theatre in
the early 1980's

Ogden

935 E. Colfax

? 1925-? 1990

1216 seats.

Owners:

1925 Fox Intermountain
1990 Landmark Theatres.

Oriental

4335 W. 44th St

1927 -? 1964

Civic Theatres owned this 1000seat
theatre.

Orpheum

1521 Welton

1928-? 1975

2596 seats.

Owners:

1928 Radio Orpheum Keith
1961 Atlas Theatres.

Outhouse
? 1975
AMC owned this theatre

Palace
1647 Curtis

? 1935-? 1955
386 seats.

Palm
7 1925-? 1945

Paramount

519 16th St

1930-? 1985

2096 seats.

Owners:

1930 Fox Intermountain

1961 Wolfberg

1980 Commonwealth

This theatre is now used for concerts.

Park

1028 S. Gaylord
? 1930-? 1955
420 seats.

Paris
21900-? 1910

b,

Phipps IMAX
2001 Colorado Blvd
1983 -

Plaza

1721 Curtis
?1925-? 1955
964 seats.

Princess
1620 Curtis St
21920-? 1925

Queen
?1930-? 1930
400 seats.

Rex

4977 W. 44th St
? 1935-? 1950
500 seats.

Rialto

1540 Curtis

? 1920-? 1955

878 seats.

Fox Intermountain owned this theatre.

Ritz
? 1955-? 1964
Atlas theatresowned this theatre.

Rivoli
?1920-? 1945
2200 seats.

Roxy

2549 Welton

? 1940-? 1955

568 seats.
Afro-American theatre.

Santa Fe

AKA: Aztlan

974 Santa Fe

1927 -? 1964

Atlas Theatres owned this 1000seat
theatre.

Senate
? 1945-? 1945

Southglenn Cinema I,1l & Il
?1980-? 1985

Owners:

1980 General Cinemas

1985 Mann




SouthGlenn Stadium 14
November 2009-

Starz Filmcenter at the Tivoli

AKA: Tivoli 12, Cineplex 12

900 Auraria Parkway
http://www.starzfilmcenter.com/

?2002-

This 8-screen art cinema is owned by the
Starz cable TV channel.lt opened in the
|l ate 198008s by AMC
abandoned the project.

STARZ

FILMCENTER

' X AN e

State

1630 Curtis
?1930-? 1955
1042 seats.

Strand
2 1920-? 1925

Sun
? 1940-? 1945

Sundance 6 Metropolitan

Gardens

2010-

Sundance énemas is building this
theatre but it is on hold.

Tabor Grand

16/Tabor

? 1920-? 1964

1970 seats.

Fox Intermountain owned this theatre.

Tamarac Square 6
7777 E Hampden Ave
1974 -

Owners:

1974 Mann

2002 Madstone Theatres
2004 Regency Cinemas

In the | ate 19900s

made an quite an funny video, which can
be seen at

http://www. youtube.com/watch?v=6Mcy
8-Maso8

affarget Vikage e p | e x
? 1975-? 1990
Owners:
1975 Wolfberg
1980 Commonwealth
1990 United Artists

Telenews
1530 Welton

? 1945-? 1955
500 seats.
Newsreel theatre.

Thorton 3
? 1990
Cinemark owned this theatre.

Tiffany Plaza 6

AKA: Tiffany Square 6
7400 E Hampden Ave
2001 -

Owners:

1974 -2000 AMC
2000-2006 Cinemark
2006 -2009 Starplex
2009 - Elvis Cinema_s__

Tivoli
2 1940-? 1945

Tivoli 12

901 Larimer Ave

July 1983-2000
Oowners:

1983 Cineplex

1984 Cineplex Odeon
1990 AMC

Tower
?21955-? 1955

Towne
2 1964-? 1964

a, A4 f
u-AiliS .8 &%
? 1980-? 1985
Commonwealth owned this theatre.

empl oyees

Uptown
? 1955

Valley Driveln

6360 E. Evans Avenue

? 1955-1976

Wolfberg owned this theatre.

Valley Theatres I,1l & IlI
6360 E. Evans Avenue
?1977-? 1980

Wolfberg owned this cinema.

Victory
?1925-? 1955
1400 seats.

Victory No. 2
2 1945-? 1945

Vogue

1465 S. Pearl
? 1950-? 1975
590 seats.

Washington Park
21935

Webber

119 S. Broadway
?1930-? 1975

732 seats.

Owners:

1930 Fox Intermountain
1969 Atlas Theatres

Welton
2 1955-? 1961

Westwood
? 1955-? 1969
Atlas theatres owned this cinema.

World Playhouse
2 1955-? 1955

Yates
2 1930-? 1930



http://www.starzfilmcenter.com/
http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=6Mcy8-Maso8
http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=6Mcy8-Maso8

York
2221 E. Colfax Avenue,
? 1910-? 1915

Zara
2 1925-? 1935

Zaza
?1930-? 1940
462 seats.




ADAMS COUNTY

BRIGHTON

Kar-Vu Driveln
111 Weld County Rd 27
? 1955-? 1961

Pavilions Stadium 12
250 Pavilions Place
2006 -

Rex
? 1940-? 1950
630 seats.

Rialto
21935-? 1935

COMMERCE CITY

88 Drive-In
8780 Rosemary St
http://www.88drivein.com/

1975 -
S

NORTHGLENN

Northglenn

1967 -? 1990

Opened by Loew's.

Owners:

1967 Loew's

1980 Commonewalth

1990 Cinemark

Twinned in the late 1970's and to 4

screens in the late 1980's
3 ¢ o R

Northglenn Sixplex
10250 Bannock St

? 1985-2000

Mann owned this theatre.

STAPLETON

The Best Movie Going
Experience in Denver!

Northfield Stapleton 18

1270 & 170

April 7, 2006 -

This Harkins theatre, the firstin Colorado
has the largest screen in the state.

» THEBEST MOVIE GOING

’ EXPERIENCE N DENVER
~ H s Theatres
U R E MO
D

'AND.Digital Sound in EVERY Auditorium

EBUING

YHaTHins NorthField 18

ENS APRIL

STRASBURG

Chieftain

?1945

175 seats.

AKA: Ute

One of the first buildings in Strasburg, this
theater specialized in silent films. After WWII,
new ownership found a loss in attendance.
The sloped floor,original seats, and large
screen were removed to accommodate a small
machine shop. Unfortunately, the building fell
into disrepair, but was eventually reopened for
special occasions. At the present, this building
is being restored.

THORTON

Cinebarre

AKA: UA Thornton Town Center 10

10001 Grant

2008 -

Regal owns this dining cinema

UA Thorton Town Center 10

AKA: Cinebarre 8
10001 Grant
?1998-2008
Owners:
1998 UA
2001 Regal Cinemas
_,.(,:s

WESTMINSTER

Cinema 70 2
? 1990
UA owned this cinema.

North Drive-In
2900 W 72nd Ave

? 1950-? 1985
Owners:

1961 Wolfberg

1980 Commonwealth



http://www.88drivein.com/

Westchester Promenade 24

10655 Westminster Blvd
1998 -
AMC owns this theatre.

Westminster 5

5523 W 88th Ave

? 1985-2008

AMC sold this theatre in 1998

Westminster Mall 6
88th & Sheridan

? 1980-2008

AMC sold this theatre in 1998

Westminster Plaza Twin
21970

10



