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CHICAGO 
Unique CLOSED 
State and Van Buren 
1919-? 1930 
Jones, Linick & Schaefer owned this 300-
seat theatre. 
 

United Artists CLOSED 
45 W Randolph 
December 26, 1927-1987 
1,703 seats 
* 1921 opened as Apollo as a playhouse 
* December 26, 1927 renamed United Artists 
* 1930's taken over by Balaban and Katz 
* 1968 part of ABC Great States 
* 1974 Plitt Theatres 
* 1986 Cineplex Odeon 
* November 19, 1987 closed and demolished for 
an office tower. The Mills Properties started 
work in March 2006 for the 108 North State 
project 

 

 
 

United States CLOSED 
? 1930   
 

University CLOSED 
? 1913 W Van Buren 
? 1905  
 

Uptown LIVE 

4816 Broadway CTA  
1925-1978 
4,320 seats (largest in Chicago at the time) 
Owners: 
1925 Balaban and Katz 
1968 ABC Great States 
1974 Plitt 
Now a concert hall. 

 
 

V CLOSED 
47/Drexel 
1942-1950  
 

Varsity CLOSED   

? 1930-? 1935  
Balaban and Katz owned this theatre. 
 

Vendome CLOSED 
3145 S State 
1919-? 1935 
1,265 seats 
* 1919 opened as the premier Afro-
American theatre in the south side. it cost 
$250,000. The organ cost $10,000. 
* 1926 Louis Armstrong performed here. 
* 1928 The Regal theatre opened causing a 
decline of attendance at the Vendome. 
* Early 1930 are taken over by Essaness 
Theatres 
* Late 1930's closed 
* 1949 demolished 
 

Verdi CLOSED 
303 Kensington 
? 1920-? 1950 
383 seats 
Owner in 1920: Schoenstadt and Sons 
 

Vernon CLOSED 
AKA: Amo 

434 E 61th st 

? 1915-? 1930  
 

Vet CLOSED 
AKA: Lucile 
653 N Cicero 
? 1950-? 1955 
299 seats 
 

Victoria OPEN 
AKA: Vic, Brew and View 

3145 N Sheffield 
http://www.victheatre.com/   
1912- 
1,358 seats 

 

 
 

Victory CLOSED 
AKA: Vista 
824 E 47th st 
? 1945-? 1950 
990 seats 
Afro-American theatre  
Owner in 1950: Gollos Managements 
 

Villa CLOSED 
320 S Halsted 
? 1940-? 1955 
500 seats 
 

http://www.victheatre.com/


Village CLOSED 
1549 N Clark St  
1967-2003 
* Late 1910's opened as Parkside 
* 1934 renamed Gold Coast 
* 1962 closed 
* 1967 reopened as Village 
* 1971-1979 Male adult movies are shown 
* Early 1990's 4 screens 
* 2003 renamed Art 
* Late 2005 closed and reopened early in 
2006 
* 2007 closed 

 
 

Village North Theatre 4 
CLOSED 
6746 N Sheridan Rd 
1996-  
* 1912 opened as Regent 
* 1932 renamed 400 
* Late 1980's split into 4 screens 
* April 2, 2007 closed 

 

 
 

Villas CLOSED   

? 1920-? 1930  
Owners: 
1920 Gumbiner Brothers 
1925 others 
1930 Coston Booking Circuit 
 

Virginia CLOSED 
210 e 43rd st 
? 1910-? 1950 
This Afro-American theatre had 273 seats 
 

Vision CLOSED 
2650 W Division 
? 1930-1957 
735 seats 
 

Vista CLOSED 
AKA: Victory 

824 E 47th st 
? 1925-? 1935 
800 seats 
Owner in 1925: Ascher Brothers 

 
 

Vitagraph CLOSED 
3133 N Lincoln 
1917-1930 
999 seats 
* 1917 opened  
* 1925 taken over by Lubliner & Trinz as 
Warner Brothers takes over the Vitagraph 
studio. 
* 1930 Goldblatt's , which taken over the 
Struve department store expanded closing 
the Vitagraph 
 

Vouge CLOSED 
3810 Broadway 
1930-1961 
1,642 seats 
* 1915 opened as Chateau 
* 1926 Ascher Brothers lease runs out 
* 1930 Essaness takes it over and renames 
it Vogue 
* 1958 burned 
 

Wabash CLOSED 
1838 S Wabash 
? 1930-? 1940 
Rex Theatres owned this 1,340-seat 
theatre. 
 

Wallace CLOSED 
622 W 31st st 
? 1920-? 1955 
300 seats 
Owners: 
1920 Balaban and Katz 
1925-1930 others 
1935 Stern, Charles 
1940-1945 others 
1950 *a 
 

Walton CLOSED 
? 1940  
 

Washington CLOSED 
3440 S State 

? 1913-? 1940  
 

Water Tower CLOSED 
175 E Chestnut St  
1976-2003  
* 1976 opened by Plitt theatres with 4 
screens 
* 1984 3 more screens opens 
* 1986 taken over by Cineplex Odeon 
* 1998 back down to 4 screens. It is taken 
over by Loews Cineplex 
* 2001 closed 
* Mid 2002 Village Theatres renovated and 
reopened cinemas 5-7. Cinemas 1-4 has 
been gutted for retail space 
* August 2003 closed 
* May 2005 Cinemas 5-7 became a live 
theatre called Drury Lane Water Tower 

 

 
 

Webster CLOSED 
2157 N Damen 
? 1930-? 1950 
530 seats 
Coston Booking Circuit owned it in 1930 
 


