
KANKAKEE 
United States of America|Illinois|Kankakee 

FORD COUNTY 

GIBSON CITY 
Edna CLOSED 
E 8th St  
? 1935-? 1955 
500 seats 
Owner in 1935: Mid-States Chain Theatres Inc. 
 

Harvest Moon Drive-In OPEN 
1123 S. Sangamom Ave 
Summer of 1954-  
Summer 1954 opened 
1965 an tornado heavily damaged this theatre 
but repaired and reopened for the 1966 season 
1978 closed 
1980 new owners reopened it 
1981 another storm damaged it closing it 
1989 reopened 
1996 the screen from the closed Clinton Drive-
in was moved here creating a twin drive-in. 
This drive-in hosts fireworks displays and car 
shows. 
Http://www.harvestmoondrivein.com/  

 
 

KEMPTON 
Majestic CLOSED 
? 1935  
 

MELVIN 

Star CLOSED 
? 1935  
 

PAXTON 
Majestic 
1913-1930 
 Mid-States Chain Theatres Inc. owned this 
theatre 
  

Paxton LIVE 
http://www.paxtontheater.com/   
AKA: Majestic, New Paxton, Paxtonian 

1930-1984 
398 seats 
Owners: 
1945 McCollum's AB Theatres 
1961 Marlow's Theatres 
Timeline: 
1913 opened as Majestic 
1929 last vaudeville act 
1930 reopened with sound movies and 
renamed New Paxton Theatre  
Early 1930's renamed Paxtonian 
1935 renamed Paxton and air-conditioning 
installed 
1983 new seating and restoration of the 
marquee 
1984 closed 
1988 reopened as a performing arts center and 
reseated with 219 seats 
 

Paxtonian    

? 1935   
 

PIPER CITY 
Ace CLOSED 
? 1945-? 1950 
248 seats 
 

Community CLOSED 
? 1940  
 

Opera House CLOSED 
? 1935  
 

Piper CLOSED 
? 1940  
 

ROBERTS 

Coliseum CLOSED  

? 1935-? 1940 
  

Roberts CLOSED 
? 1955 
 

IROQUOIS COUNTY 

BUCKLEY 
Buckley CLOSED 
? 1945  
 

Buckley Drive-In CLOSED 
? 1955  
 

CLIFTON 
Aloha CLOSED 
1945-? 1955 
230 seats 
 

Vialta CLOSED 
? 1935   
 

GILMAN 

Palace CLOSED 
? 1930-? 1955 
385 seats 
 

IROQUOIS 

Farmers CLOSED 
? 1935-? 1945  
 

MILFORD 
Majestic CLOSED 
AKA: Milford 

110 E Main 
1925-1946  
 

Milford CLOSED 
110 E Main 
AKA: Majestic 

1946-1978 
300 seats 
Kerasotes owned this theatre 
 

http://www.harvestmoondrivein.com/
http://www.paxtontheater.com/


ORARGA 
Mode  
101-103 W. Seminary Street 
? 1950-late 1990's 
420 seats 
http://www.harvestmoondrivein.com/onarga 
theater.htm  
1937 opened as Modernistic 
About 1940 renamed Modern 
Late 1940's taken over by Kerasotes and 
renamed Mode 
Late 1990's taken over by the owners of the 
Harvest Moon Drive-In in Gibson City and 
renamed Onarga 
 

Modernistic  
1937-? 1940 
 

Modern  
AKA: Mode, Modernstic, Onarga 

? 1950-? 2000 
 

Onarga CLOSED 
? 1935-? 1940 
 

Onarga OPEN 
AKA: Mode, Modern, Modernstic 

101-103 W. Seminary Street 
Late 1990's- 

 
 

SHELDON 
Family CLOSED 
? 1935  
 

Sheldon CLOSED  

? 1940-? 1950  
 

WATESKA 
Crystal CLOSED 
? 1930  
 

Bon Air 
AKA: Princess II 

213 W Walnut St 
? 1950-? 1990 
400 seats 
Owners: 
1950 McCollum's AB Theatres 
1961 Marlow's Theatres 
1964 others 
 

Little CLOSED 
? 1935-? 1940 
Owner in 1940: McCollum's AB Theatres 
 

Princess II OPEN  

213 W Walnut St 
? 1995-  

 
 

Watseka CLOSED RESTORING 

226 E Walnut 
1931-1999 
650 seats 
Owners: 
1931 Lucus Theatre Circuit 
1935 McCollum's AB Theatres 
1961 Marlow's Theatres 
1964 others 
This theatre is being restored for late 2007. 

 
 

KANKAKEE COUNTY 

BOURBONNAIS 

Movies 10 OPEN 
1600 North Route 50 in the Northfield Square 
Mall 
? 1995- 
Cinemark owns this cinema. 

 
 

KANAKEE 
54 Drive-In CLOSED 
? 1955-? 1975  
Owner 1955-1964: Alliance Amusement 
Company 
 

La Grange CLOSED 
? 1980  
Plitt Theatres owned this cinema. 

 

LaPetite CLOSED  

? 1930  
Balaban and Katz Great States owned this 
cinema 
 

Luna CLOSED 
236 S Schuyler 
? 1935-? 1955 
906 seats 
In 1953 this theatre upgraded with a 
CinemaScope screen to compete with the 
Paramount. 
Owners: 
1935 Balaban and Katz Great States 
1940 Publix 
 

Lyric CLOSED 
? 1935  
 

Majestic CLOSED 
160 S Schuyler 
? 1930-? 1950 
927 seats 
Owners: 
1935 Balaban and Katz Great States 
1940 Publix 

 
 

Meadowview 3 OPEN 
55 Meadowview Center 
1967- 
July 14,1967 opened by L & M Management. It 
had 840 seats 
* 1975 2nd cinema added beside the original 
theatre. It has 226 seats 
* 1980's original auditorium twinned 
* Late 1980 are taken over by Cineplex Odeon 
* December 1990 classic cinemas take it over. The 
"Living room" area was removed for a refreshment 
stand and better access to cinema 3 

 
 

http://www.harvestmoondrivein.com/onarga%20theater.htm
http://www.harvestmoondrivein.com/onarga%20theater.htm



