ROWAN COUNTY

CHINA GROVE

China Grove CLOSED
Main St.

?1940-? 1950

370 seats

Welcome CLOSED
21930-71935

LANDIS

Landis CLOSED

?71950-7 1955

350 seats

Legendre Circuit owned this theatre in
1950.

Plaza Drive-In CLOSED
21950-7 1955

ROCKWELL

Rockwell CLOSED
382 seats
71945-7 1955

SALISBURY

Capitol CLOSED
123 W. Innes

?1930-? 1975

850 seats

Owners:

1930-1969 Wilby-Kincey
1975 ABC SouthEast

Center LIVE

AKA: Towne, State

213 S. Main

?1961-? 1980

This is now a live theatre called
Meroney theatre. It was owned by
Stewart & Everett Theaters, Inc.
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Hitching Post Drive-In CLOSED
21950-? 1955

Hiway 601 Drive-In CLOSED
71955-7 1975
400 cars

Joe's Drive-In CLOSED
21961-2 1975
400 cars

Ritz CLOSED

?1950-? 1955

Booker T. Theatres owned this Afro-
American theatre.

Rowan Cinema 3
Statesville Blvd
71990

Salisbury Drive-In CLOSED
71950-71975

225 cars

Queen City Booking Service owned this
theatre in 1955.

Salisbury Mall Cinema 6 OPEN
1951 Statesville Blvd

?1990-

About the Mall from deadmalls.com

In Salisbury, NC stands Salisbury Mall which |
would estimate to be about a 120,000 Square
Foot mall. | moved to Salisbury in 2001 and the
mall was very much in disrepair. Occupancy was
under 50% and all three anchors (Belk, Goody's,
JC Penney) seemed to be experiencing
extremely slow traffic. The interior of the
building appeared original and poorly kept
featuring dirty brown brick walls and extremely
dingy small yellow/brown tile. The parkinglot
was also in disrepair and the former Salisbury
Mall Cinema was boarded up and looked about
ready to collapse.

However, in 2003 developers bought the mall
and claimed that they were going to make it
"the place to be in Rowan County". | really
thought it was no more than a ploy to try and
get people to come back to shop a little before
tearing the place down for a Wal-Mart or some
such thing. Fortunately | was wrong.

They began a major restoration effort in late
2003 and it has now been completed. The
company smartly left the exterior of the
building original as it is not a bad looking mall
and only changed it at the main entrance. The
change they made was definitely for the better!
They installed a fairly impressive
statue/fountain at the entrance and brought in
a very nice sports bar/steak house at that
entrance and created a new facade for the
restaurant. That addition alone brought many

people and some much needed life to the old
mall. The steak house stays packed and brings
in many patrons during sporting events. It
really was a wonderful idea to breathe life into
the old mall.

After those two additions they turned to the
interior and they have done a wonderful job!
There was only one empty storefront on my
last visit and it even appeared to be readying
for a new tenant. The dingy tile was replaced
with very nice bright marble looking tile and the
nice sized fountain in the food court was
restored to brilliance. New stores have come in
at a great pace and include a Great American
Cookie Co/TCBY in the food court, Tuesday
Morning, Books-A-Million and even an indoor
miniature golf course that has been a big hit.
This has also breathed life back into all three
anchors and the mall parking lot stays very full
with long walks to the door especially on
weekends.

| thought you might find this story interesting
as some creative techniques were used to
breathe life into this dying mall with great
success. | guess not all of these older, smaller
malls have to fall to the hands of the new
giants.

State

AKA: Center, Towne

213 S. Main

725 seats

?1940-? 1955

Wilby-Kincey owned this theatre.

Strand CLOSED

2192571940

Wilby-Kincey owned this theatre 1930-
1935.

Terrace CLOSED

?1975-? 1990

2 cinemas in the late 19708/
Owners:

1975 ABC SouthEast

1990 Premiere Cinemas Corporation

Thunderbird 601 Drive-In

CLOSED
71980

Thunderbird Drive-In CLOSED
71975
ABC SouthEast owned this drive-in.



Tinseltown USA 14 OPEN
305 Faith Road

1998-

Cinemark owns this cinema.
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Towne Cinemal &2

AKA: Center, State

213 S. Main

?1985-? 1990

Owners:

1985-1986 Stewart & Everett Theaters, Inc.
1986-1990 Carmike Cinemas

Victory CLOSED
103 S. Main

657 seats

?1930-? 1955

SPENCER

Spencer CLOSED
2193521950
500 seats

23 listings

2008-06-17

Salisbury movie theatres by Mike Rivest
www.movie-theatre.org
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http://www.movie-theatre.org/

