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ALBEMARLE 
United States of America|North Carolina|Albemarle 

ANSON COUNTY 

BURNSVILLE 
Riverside Drive-In  
? 1955-? 1975  
186 cars  
Queen City Booking Service owned this 
drive-in in 1955. 
 

Yancey   
119 W. Main  
August 17th, 1939- 
This theatre was split into 2 cinemas by 
1990. 
Owned by Cherokee Amusements, Inc. 
1939-1940.  

 
 

POLKTON 
Polkton  

? 1950-? 1955  
200 seats  
 

WADESBORO 
Anson County Drive-In  

? 1950-? 1955  
 

Ansonia   
112 S. Rutherford  
? 1930-2008 
500 seats  
Owners: 
1950 Everett, H. H., Enterprises 
1955-1969 Stewart & Everett Theaters, Inc. 
This theatre is being restored. 

 
 

Moonlite Drive-In  

? 1961-? 1975  
200 cars  
 

South 72 Drive-In  

? 1955  
 

Wadesboro  

? 1950-? 1961  
270 seats  
Owners: 
1950 Everett, H. H., Enterprises 
1955-1961 Stewart & Everett Theaters, Inc. 
 

West 74 Drive-In  

? 1955-? 1980  
200 cars  
*CBS owned this drive-in in 1955. 
 

MONTGOMERY COUNTY 

BISCOE 
220 Drive-In  

? 1961-? 1964  
285 cars  
 

Biscoe  
? 1940-? 1955  
312 seats  
 

Biscoe Drive-In  

? 1961-? 1985  
200 cars  
 

CANDOR 
Candor  
? 1940-? 1955  
250 seats  
 

STAR 

New  

? 1945  
 

Star  
Main St.  
? 1935-? 1955  
200 seats  
 

TROY 

Biscoe-Troy Drive-In  

? 1955-? 1975  
194 cars  
 

Dixie  

Main St.  
? 1945-? 1955  
300 seats  
 

No. 2 Drive-In  

? 1961-? 1975  
285 cars  
 

Troy  

N. Main  
? 1935-? 1950  
500 seats  
 

Troy Drive-In  

? 1950  
 

RICHMOND COUNTY 

EAST ROCKINGHAM 
Hannah Pickett  
? 1940-? 1955  
300 seats  
 

Playhouse  
? 1935  
 

Rock Ham Drive-In  

? 1950  
 

HAMLET 
Anderson  

? 1945  
 

Carolina  
Main St.  
1912-? 1935  
 

Hamlet  
48 Main St.  
? 1935-? 1955  
1,000 seats  
Owners: 
1935-1940 Anderson Theater Company 
1950 Legendre Circuit 
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Hamlet Drive-In  

? 1955-? 1964  
225 cars  
 

New  

? 1945  
 

Rose  
? 1955  
 

Roseland Drive-In  
? 1950  
 

ROCKINGHAM 
Cinema  
1305 E. Broad  
? 1969-? 1998 
ɕ ,ÁÔÅ ΣΫΨΡȭÓ ÏÐÅÎÅÄ ÂÙ Meiselman, H. B., 
Theatres 
ɕ %ÁÒÌÙ ΣΫΩΡȭÓ ÔÁËÅÎ ÏÖÅÒ ÂÙ Eastern 
Federal Corp. 
ɕ ,ÁÔÅ ΣΫΩΡȭÓ ÂÅÃÁÍÅ #ÉÎÅÍÁ Σ Ǫ Τ 
ɕ %ÁÒÌÙ ΣΫΫΡȭÓ Eastern Federal Corp. sells it 
* Around 1998 closed 

 
 

Joe's  
? 1935  
 

Little  

? 1940-? 1955  
655 seats  
Wilby-Kincey owned this theatre 1945-
1955. 
 

Marcilla  

? 1945  
 

Paramount  
? 1930-? 1935  
 

Plaza Cinemas  
Tri City Shopping Center  
? 1980-2000 
ɕ ,ÁÔÅ ΣΫΩΡȭÓ ÏÐÅÎÅÄ ÁÓ Á Ô×ÉÎ ÃÉÎÅÍÁ ÂÙ 
Martin Theatres 
* 1982 taken over by Carmike Cinemas 
* By 2000 4 cinemas 
* Around 2000 closed  
 

Richmond  
AKA: Strand 
111 E. Washington  
? 1930-? 1964  
700 seats  
Wilby-Kincey owned this theatre 1945-
1964. 
 

Rock - Ham Drive-In  

Airport Road  
? 1950-? 1975  
250 cars  
 

Sky-Vue Drive-In  

Route 74  
? 1950-? 1980  
195 cars  
 

Strand  

111 E. Washington  
? 1969-? 1975  
300 seats  
Owners: 
1969 Meiselman, H. B., Theatres 
1975 Eastern Federal Corp. 

 
 

STANLY COUNTY 

ALBEMARLE 
Ablemarle Drive-In  

? 1955-? 1985  
150 cars  
 

Ablemarle Opera House  
127 W. Main  
1908-1915  
Movies were shown 1914-1915. 
 

Alameda  
134 N. 2nd St.  
? 1935-? 1955  
403 seats  
 

Badin Road Drive-In  

2411 Badin Road  
? 1950-  
200 cars  

 
 

Center  
? 1964-? 1980  
Stewart & Everett Theaters, Inc. owned 
this theatre. 
 

Eastgate Cinemas  
823 NC 24-27 Bypass E  
? 1985- 
ɕ %ÁÒÌÙ ΣΫΪΡȭÓ ÏÐÅÎÅÄ ÂÙ Litchfield 
Theatres as a twin cinema. 
ɕ ,ÁÔÅ ΣΫΪΡȭÓ ÓÐÌÉÔ ÉÎÔÏ Χ ÃÉÎÅÍÁÓ  
* 1991 taken over by United Artists 
Entertainment Company 
* 2002 taken over by Regal Cinemas 
 

Stanly  
? 1935-? 1961  
590 seats  
Owners: 
1945-1950 Everett, H. H., Enterprises 
1955-1961 Stewart & Everett Theaters, Inc. 
 

Victory  
Kingsville St.  
? 1945-? 1955  
320 seats  
This was an Afro-American theatre. 
 

LOCUST LEVEL 
Locust Level Drive-In  

? 1955-? 1975  
300 cars  
 

LOCUST 
Locust Drive-In  
? 1950  
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OAKBORO 
Little  

? 1955  
 

Mae  

Main St.  
? 1950  
260 seats  
 

Oakboro  

? 1940-? 1945  
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HENDERSON 
CASWELL COUNTY 

BETHEL 
Bethel  
? 1940-? 1955  
400 seats  
 

MILTON 

Swan  

? 1950-? 1955  
354 seats  
 

PELHAM 

South Drive-In  

? 1961-? 1980  
400 cars  
 

YANCEYVILLE 

Caswell  
Main St.  
? 1940-? 1955  
386 seats  

 
 

GRANVILLE COUNTY 

CREEDMOOR 
Butner Drive-In  

? 1955  
 

Granville  
Main St.  
? 1940-? 1955  
550 seats  
 

OXFORD 
Carolina  
Main St.  
? 1940-? 1955  
500 seats  
 

Orpheum  

129 Williamsboro  
? 1930-? 1995  
430 seats  
This theatre, which was owned by Palace 
Theater Company in 1930 was rebuilt in 
1942. 

 
 

Princess  
? 1930-? 1935  
Palace Theater Company owned this 
theatre in 1930. 
 

Skyline Drive-In  
? 1950-? 1975  
200 cars  
 

PERSON COUNTY 

ROXBORO 
Carolina Drive-In  

? 1950-? 1980  
 

Dolly Madison  
N. Main  
? 1945-? 1955  
325 seats  
The Kirby family owned it until they 
opened a new theatre in 1949. 
 

Kirby  

N. Main  
1949-1973  
1,000 seats  
This is now an live theatre. 
http://www.artsinperson.com/stviews_01.
htm  

 
 

Palace  
S. Main  
1929-1949  
474 seats  

 
 

Palace Pointe 8   
5050 Durham Road 
http://www.palacepointe.com/  
 July 2001-  
1,100 seats  
This cinema is Located inside Palace 
Pointe Family Entertainment Center. 

 
 

Princess  
Court St.  
? 1905-? 1920  
 

http://www.artsinperson.com/stviews_01.htm
http://www.artsinperson.com/stviews_01.htm
http://www.palacepointe.com/
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Roxboro Drive-In  
? 1961-? 1964  
200 cars  
 

VANCE COUNTY 

HENDERSON 
Carolina  
? 1935  
 

Cinema  
? 1980-? 1990  
Owners: 
1980-1986 Stewart & Everett Theaters, 
Inc. 
1986-1990 Carmike Cinemas 
 

Embassy  
Breckenridge St.  
? 1945-? 1985  
600 seats  
Owners: 
1950 Statesville Theater Corp. 
1955 Carolina Booking Service 
1980-1985 Stewart & Everett Theaters, Inc. 
 

Henderson Drive-In  

? 1955-? 1975  
200 cars  
Queen City Booking Service owned this 
drive-in in 1955. 
 

Liberty  

? 1920-? 1925  
Stevenson Amusement Company owned 
this theatre. 
 

Marketplace 8  
907 Beckford Drive 
http://www.marketplacecinemas.com/  
2005  

 
 

Moon  

? 1935-? 1935  
 

Moon Glo Drive-In  
AKA: Raleigh Road Outdoor 
3336 Raleigh Road  
July 15th,1949-1977  
265 cars  
Carolina Booking Service owned this drive-
in in 1955. 
 

New  

? 1940  
 

Princess  
? 1925  
Stevenson Amusement Company owned 
this theatre. 
 

Raleigh Road Outdoor  
AKA: Moon Glo Drive-In 
3336 Raleigh Road  
1977-  
265 cars  
The Raleigh Road Outdoor Theatre first opened 
on July 15, 1949 as the "Moon-Glo" Theatre.  
The first film to show at the Moon-Glo was: "Ali 
Baba & The Forty Thieves", plus three color 
cartoons. The movies were shown on the huge 
36 by 48 screen with Brenkert Projectors 
shooting the image 240 feet to the screen. An 
RCA sound system and speakers were used to 
hear the movies. 
 
Part of an article the next day in The Henderson 
Daily Dispatch said that: "patrons are invited to 
smoke if they wish, dress as they please, and to 
bring your snap beans or other vegetables to 
prepare for the next day's meals". 
 
The theatre name changed in 1977 when the 
original owner, "Sonny Stevenson" sold the 
drive-in to "The Lyles Family".. The Lyles held 
onto the theatre until 2004 when it was sold to 
Vito Adragna, who then sold it to Jim & Megan 
Kopp in February 2006. One interesting fact 
about the puchase of this theate by the Kopp's 
is that the theatre was purchased via e-bay! 
 
The Kopp's have completely renovated the 
theatre and it's snack bar/restrooms. A new 
playground was installed, the theatre grounds 
were re-landscaped. In 2007, the giant screen 
tower shown on the front page of our site, was 
painted to resemble a large 35MM film strip,  
 
The theatre is the oldest of the seven operating 
drive-in theatres in North Carolina.  
 
The Kopp's  have plans to bring this theatre 
into the digital age when digital equipment is 
made available to drive-in theatres--so stay 
tuned! .  
From 
http://raleighroaddrivein.com/_wsn/page7
.html  

 
 

Starlite Drive-In  
? 1955-? 1964  
100 cars  
This was an Afro-American drive-in. 
 

State  

Garnett St.  
? 1940-? 1950  
275 seats  
Statesville Theater Corp. owned this 
theatre in 1950. 
 

Stevenson's  
Garnett St.  
? 1930-? 1955  
600 seats  
Owners: 
1935 Stevenson Amusement Company 
1950 Statesville Theater Corp. 
1955 Carolina Booking Service 
 

Vance  
Williams St.  
? 1940-1947  
800 seats  
This theatre burned down on February 
22nd, 1947. 
 

WARREN COUNTY 

NORLINA 
New  

? 1950-? 1955  
Owners: 
1950 Statesville Theater Corp. 
1955 Carolina Booking Service 
 

http://www.marketplacecinemas.com/
http://raleighroaddrivein.com/_wsn/page7.html
http://raleighroaddrivein.com/_wsn/page7.html
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Norlina Drive-In  
? 1955-? 1964  
220 cars  
Queen City Booking Service owned this 
drive-in in 1955. 
 

Imperial  
? 1935-? 1940  
 

Warren  

Main St.  
? 1945-? 1964  
498 seats  
General Amusements owned this theatre 
1950-1964. 
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RALEIGH-DURHAM AREA 
WAKE COUNTY 

RALEIGH 
Almo   
? 1920-? 1925  
 

Ambassador  
115 Fayetteville  
1938-1979  
1,472 seats  
The AMBASSADOR THEATER opened on the 
100-block to much fanfare. A 1,500-seat 
performance hall with an Art Moderne exterior, 
it could host vaudeville acts, live concerts and 
feature films. The Ambassador Theater was 
named to honor N&O publisher Josephus 
Daniels, who was named Ambassador to 
Mexico in 1937. In 1950 it hosted the Hollywood 
premier for the Gary Cooper film "Bright Leaf." 
On February 8, 1956, Rock 'n Roll legend Elvis 
Presley performed four concerts there. Until 
civil rights laws outlawed segregation, black 
patrons to the Ambassador entered through a 
side door and were restricted to balcony 
seating. In May 1963 this policy made the 
theater a sit-in target by local students from 
Shaw University and St. Augustine's College. 
Losing much of its patronage to suburban 
theaters during the 1960s and '70s, the 
Ambassador was the last remaining downtown 
movie house when it closed in 1979. It was 
subsequently demolished." 

Owners: 
1938-1969 Wilby-Kincey 
1975 ABC SouthEast 
 

Blue Ridge 14   

600 Blue Ridge  
? 1998- 
Carmike Cinemas owns this theatre. 

 
 

Brier Creek 14  
8611 Brier Creek Parkway  
2003- 
Owners: 
2003-2005 Eastern Federal Corp. 
2005- Regal Cinemas 

 

 
 

Cameron Village   
1900 Cameron  
1949-? 1970 
750 seats  
4ÈÉÓ ×ÁÓ Ô×ÉÎÎÅÄ ÉÎ ÔÈÅ ΣΫΨΡȭÓȢ 
 

Capitol  
124 W Martin  
? 1925-? 1955  
698 seats  
Wilby-Kincey owned this theatre. 

 
 

Cardinal  
? 1969-? 1990 
This was split into 2 cinemas by 1990. 
Owners: 
1969 Wilby-Kincey 
1975 ABC SouthEast 
1990 Cineplex Odeon Corporation (U. S. ) 
 

Carmike  
5501 Atlantic Springs  
? 1990- 
ɕ ,ÁÔÅ ΣΫΪΡȭÓ ÏÐÅÎÅÄ ×ÉÔÈ Ω ÃÉÎÅÍÁÓ ÂÙ 
Carmike Cinemas 
ɕ %ÁÒÌÙ ΣΫΫΡȭÓ ΣΡ ÃÉÎÅÍas 
* 2000 15 cinemas 

 

 
 

Center Drive-In  

1603 Mechanical  
? 1961-? 1985  
350 cars  
 

Cinema "n" Drafthouse  
AKA: Falls Twin, Raleighwood Cinema Grill 
? 1995 2000  
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Colony  
AKA: Rialto  
1620 Glenwood  
April 1942-? 1950  
550 seats  
Opened as an A & P supermarket in 1936 

 

 
 

Colony   
AKA: Jerry Lewis, Terrace Twin 
5438 Six Forks  
? 1975- 
Owners: 
1975-1980 Schneider-Merl 
1998- Ambassador Entertainment  

 
 

EF Movies at North Hills 7  
4150 Main  
2004 2005 
Eastern Federal Corp. owned this theatre.  
 

Falls Twin  
!+!ȡ 2ÁÌÅÉÇÈ×ÏÏÄ #ÉÎÅÍÁ 'ÒÉÌÌȟ #ÉÎÅÍÁ ȬÎȭ $ÒÁÆÔÈÏÕÓÅ 
6609 Falls of Neuse  
? 1980-? 1990  
Owners: 
1980-1982 Martin Theatres 
1982-1990 Carmike Cinemas 

 
 

Forrest Drive-In  

Old Wake Forest Road  
? 1950-? 1985  
475 cars  
 

Grand   
? 1925   
 

IMAX Exploris  
AKA: Wachovia IMAX at Marble Kids Museum 
201 E Hargett  
2001-2007  
 

Jerry Lewis  
AKA: Colony, Terrace Twin 
5438 Six Forks  
? 1971-? 1974  
 

Lincoln  
126 E Cabanna  
? 1945-? 1975  
480 seats  
Bijou Amusement Company owned this 
Afro-American theatre 1955-1975. 
 

Merchant Six  
3670 Bastion Lane  
? 1990-2000  
Owners: 
1990-1995 Cineplex Odeon Corporation 
(U. S. ) 
1995-2000 Carmike Cinemas 

 
 

Mission Valley 5  
2109 Advent Ferry  
? 1980  
Owners: 
1980-1991 Litchfield Theatres 
1991-2000 United Artists Entertainment 
Company 

 

North Hills Stadium 14  
4150 Main  
2005- 
Regal Cinemas owns this cinema. 

 

 
 

Palace  
115 W Martin  
? 1930-? 1950  
702 seats  
Wilby-Kincey owned this theatre. 
 

Pleasant Valley Park 7  

6240 Glenwood  
1987-2001  
General Cinema Corp. owned this theatre. 

 
 


