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WAKE COUNTY  

RALEIGH 
Almo  CLOSED  

? 1920 -? 1925   

 

Ambassador  CLOSED 

115 Fayetteville  

1938-1979  

1,472  seats  
The AMBASSADOR THEATER opened on 

the 100 -block to much fanfare. A 

1,500 -seat performance hall with an 

Art Moderne exterior, it could host 

vaudeville acts, live concerts and 

feature films. The Ambassador 

Theater was named to honor N&O 

publisher Josephus Dan iels, who was 

named Ambassador to Mexico in 1937. 

In 1950 it hosted the Hollywood 

premier for the Gary Cooper film 

"Bright Leaf." On February 8, 1956, 

Rock 'n Roll legend Elvis Presley 

performed four concerts there. Until 

civil rights laws outlawed segrega tion, 

black patrons to the Ambassador 

entered through a side door and were 

restricted to balcony seating. In May 

1963 this policy made the theater a 

sit -in target by local students from 

Shaw University and St. Augustine's 

College. Losing much of its patron age 

to suburban theaters during the 

1960s and '70s, the Ambassador was 

the last remaining downtown movie 

house when it closed in 1979. It was 

subsequently demolished."  

Owners:  

1938-1969 Wilby -Kincey  

1975 ABC SouthEast  

 

Blue Ridge 14  OPEN   

600 Blue Ridge   

? 1998- 

Carmike Cinemas  owns this 

theatre.  

 
 

Brier Creek 14  OPEN  

8611 Brier Creek Parkway   

2003 - 

Owners:  

2003 -2005 Eastern Federal Corp.  

2005 - Regal Cinemas  

 

 
 

Cameron Village  CLOSED  

1900 Cameron   

1949 -? 1970  

750  seats  
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Capitol  CLOSED 

124 W Martin  

? 1925 -? 1955  

698 seats  

Wilby -Kincey  owned this theatre . 

 
 

Cardinal  CLOSED 

? 1969-? 1990  

This was split into 2 cinemas by 

1990.  

Owners:  

1969 Wilby -Kincey  

1975 ABC SouthEast  

1990 Cineplex Odeon Corporation 

(U. S. )  

 

Carmike  OPEN  

5501 Atlantic Springs   

? 1990 - 
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cinemas by Carmike Cinemas  
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* 2000 15 cinemas  

 

 
 

Center Drive -In  CLOSED 

1603 Mechanical  

? 1961-? 1985  

350 cars  

 

Cinema "n" Drafthouse  
AKA: Falls Twin, Raleighwood Cinema Grill  
? 1995 2000   

 


