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BURKE COUNTY 

DREXEL 
Hi Peak Drive-In CLOSED 
? 1950-? 1985   
 

Morganton Drive-In CLOSED   
? 1969-? 1975   
 

HILDEBRAN 
Midway Drive-In CLOSED 
? 1955-? 1961  
300 cars   
 

MORGANTOWN 
Alva CLOSED 
AKA: Davis 
202 N. Sterling   
? 1930-? 1955  
575 seats   
 

Carolina  CLOSED 
? 1940-? 1945   
 

CCC Camp  CLOSED 
? 1940   
 

Davis CLOSED 
AKA: Alva 
202 N. Sterling   
? 1955   
 

Mimosa OPEN 

? 1940- 
776 seats In 1950. 
2 cinemas in the early 1980õs and 7 
cinemas by 2005. 
Owners: 
1980-1986 Stewart & Everett Theaters, 
Inc. 
1986-2000 Carmike Cinemas 
2005- Marquee Cinemas 

 
 

Skyline Drive-In CLOSED 
? 1950-? 1975  
200 cars   
 

Studio Twin CLOSED 
? 1980-? 2000   
Owners: 
1980-1982 Martin Theatres 
1982-2000 Carmike Cinemas 
 

VALDESE 
Colonial CLOSED 
Main St.   
1931-? 1969  
452 seats   
Colonial Theaters Co. owned this theatre 
1945-1969 
 

CATAWBA COUNTY 

CANOVER 
Canova CLOSED  
Main St.  
1941-? 1964  
Colonial Theaters Co. owned this theatre. 
 

New Con Drive-In CLOSED  
? 1950-? 1975  
Owners: 
1950 Consolidated Theaters, Inc. 
1955 Colonial Theaters Co. 
 

HICKORY 
Carmike Cinemas OPEN   

2000 SW Catawba Valley  
? 2000 
This Carmike opened with 12 cinemas and 
two more cinemas built in the back in 
2005.  

 
 

Carolina OPEN 

222 1st Av. NW  
http://www.carolinatheater-hickory.com  
? 1935- 
430 seats  
4 cinemas by 1998 
Owners: 
1935 Hickory Amusement Company 
1950-1975 Colonial Theaters Co. 
1980-1985 Benfield Theatres 

 
 

Center CLOSED 
3rd St. NW  
1942-1972  
This Wilby-Kincey theatre was segregated 
until the 1960's with a sign posted: "No 
Restrooms for Colored". The balcony was 
dark and dirty. 
 

http://www.carolinatheater-hickory.com/


Crown Sixplex OPEN 

577 Highway 70 SW  
? 1985  
This cinema opened with one screen in 
the late 1960õs and expanded to reach six 
cinemas by the early 1980õs. 
Owners: 
1985-1988 Litchfield Theatres 
1988-1991 Litchfield Theatres and United 
Artists Entertainment Company joint 
venture 
1991-2002 United Artists Entertainment 
Company 
2002- Regal Cinemas 

 
 

Embassy CLOSED 
? 1950  
This Afro-American had first rate movies, 
big bands and dancing girls on Saturday 
nights. 
 

Fun-Land Drive-In CLOSED 
? 1955-? 1964  
375 cars  
 

Grand CLOSED 
? 1930-? 1935  
Hickory Amusement Company owned this 
theatre in 1935. 
 

Hickory Drive-In CLOSED 
Route US 70  
? 1950-? 1985  
250 cars  
Owners: 
1955-1975 Colonial Theaters Co. 
1980-1985 Benfield Theatres 

 
 

Hub CLOSED 
? 1920-? 1925  
 

Paramount CLOSED 
? 1935-? 1945  
Owners: 
1940 Wilby-Kincey 
 

Park CLOSED 
? 1940-? 1955  
Wilby-Kincey owned this theatre 1940-
1950. 
 

Pastime CLOSED 
? 1940-? 1945  
Hickory Amusement Company owned this 
theatre in 1935. 
 

Rivoli CLOSED 
? 1925-? 1950  
Owners: 
1935 Hickory Amusement Company 
1950 Colonial Theaters Co. 
 

Springs Road Drive-In CLOSED 
Springs Rd  
? 1950-? 1985  
250 cars  
Piedmont Theatres owned this theatre in 
1985. 
 

Terrace CLOSED 
333 Highway 70 SW 
? 1975-? 2000 
This cinema had four screens by 2000. 
Owners: 
1975 ABC SouthEast 
1990-1995 Cineplex Odeon Corporation 
(U. S. ) 
1995-2000 Carmike Cinemas 
 

Thunderbird Drive-In CLOSED 
? 1980-? 1990  

 
 

MAIDEN 

Carolina CLOSED 
? 1940-? 1945  
 

Center CLOSED 
AKA: New 
Main St.  
? 1950-? 1969  
250 seats  
Miller Circuit owned this theatre. 
 

Friendly Drive-In CLOSED 
? 1950-? 1961  
200 cars  
 

Muzu CLOSED 
? 1930-? 1935  
 

New CLOSED 
AKA: Center 
Main St.  
? 1945  
250 seats  
 

NEWTON 

Catawba CLOSED 
N. College  
? 1940-? 1950  
370 seats  
Everett, H. H., Enterprises owned this 
theatre. 
 

Gem CLOSED 
? 1950  
400 seats  
 

Imperial CLOSED 
? 1930-? 1935  
 

Newton CLOSED 
? 1930-? 1955  
Owners: 
1945-1950 Everett, H. H., Enterprises 
1955 Stewart & Everett Theaters, Inc. 
 

State OPEN 

117 N. College  
? 1940-  
599 seats  
Owners: 
1945-1950 Everett, H. H., Enterprises 
1955-1980 Stewart & Everett Theaters, 
Inc. 

 
 


