NEW BRUNSWICK

United States of America|New Jersey|New York City area|New Brunswick

MIDDLESEXCOUNTY

EAST BRUNSWICK

Brunswick Square Cinemas | &

CLOSED

755 State Route 18

19731993

General Cinema Corpwned this theatre

JerryLewisCLOSED
19702

Loews Route 18 twieLOSED
Lake Avenue

1970-? 198

In the Miracle Mall Shopping Plaza.

Route 18 between the Turnpike and Routd
9.

2 cinemas in 1973

Owners:

19701990, T Ax 8 O

19957 198 Sony Theatre Management
Corp

MEGA Movies at Bunswick Sq

130PEN
755 Route 18
? 195

13 cinemas.

Movie City SCLOSED
1020 Highway 18

1978194

Late 1980's 6th cinema added.

Turnpike A¥Weather Driveln
andindoor 2CLOSED

Route 18 and Tices Lane

ll19591983
* An 1957 aerial photo shows it under
construction.
* 1959 opened as a drivie. It was owned
by Skouras Theaters Corp
* 1964 the indoor theatre is opened had
shown the same movies as the driire
*1969The indoor theatre is split off from
the drivein and ran a roadshow of "Hello
Dolly"
6 %WAOI U Xi é duni@d AtstE A

Theatre Circuit
* 1973indoor theatre twinned 2 indoor
and one driven screen.

HIGHLAND PARK

Highland ParkCLOSED

1+1d 2+/ 2AAAABO
2 Woodbridge av.
1926-? 195

1,053seats

RKO Reade'€LOSED

AKA: Highland Park
2 Woodbridge av.
?1%0-19%1

JAMESBURG

Star CLOSED
74 W. Railroad Av.
? 1852 1%0
345seats

KENDALL PARK

Kendall Park Cinemas 7

CLOSED
Route 27
? 195199

NEW BRUNSWICK

AlbanyCLOSED

AKA: RKO Albany, International 70
41Albany
? 190-? 1%4

11,0802t AU
Owners:
19401961RadioKeith-Orpheum Corp.
1964RKO Stanley Warner Theatres
(Pacific Theatres)

Art CLOSED

AKA: Strand

123Albany

? 195

Island Theatre Circuit Corpwnedthis

theatre.
ol

EmpireCLOSED
? 125
Wallter Read®wned this theatre

EuropaCLOSED
19 Somerset

? 190-? 1%5
400seats

International 70CLOSED

AKA: Albany

41 Albany

? 1901978

1,030seats

RKO Stanley Warner Theatres (Pacific
Theatres)owned thistheatre.
Blaxplotion and Kung=u movies in the
1970's.



New Brunswick 180PEN

15 Highway 1

196-

A gravesite for Mary Ellis, who died in 182
remains on the parking lot.
http://www.weirdnj.com/stories/ _cemetery
04.asp

* November 22, 1996 opened with 18
screens bysony Theatre Management
Corp

* 1998 taken over byoews Cineplex
Entertainment Corporation

* June 1999 the town approved an 7 screg
expansion making it 25 scresnbut never
built

* 2005 taken over byAmerican Multi
Cinemas

New Brunswick Media Arts

CenterOPEN
15Livingston Av.
?2005

Opera House€CLOSED
20Liberty

? 180-? 1%0

930seats

Park CLOSED

RadioKeith-Orpheum Corpowned this
theatre.

7 RamseyCLOSED
? 1%9
Skouras Theaters Compwvned this theatre

Reade'lCLOSED

? 195

RadicKeith-Orpheum Corpowned this
theatre.

"RivoliCLOSED
416George
? 1257 1%4
1,33%eats
* 1925 ownerB. M. Moss
* 1930 ownerWalter Readeand RKO

Route 17 Drivéen CLOSED
? 1969
Skouras Theaters Compwvned this theatre

Rutgers UniversityC’LOSED
? 199-2001

State

17Livingston

?121-? 199

2,076seats

* 1925 ownerB. M. Moss

* 1930 ownerWalter Readeand RKO
Reopened as a live theatre in 1988.
http://www.statetheatrenj.org/
WIKIPEDIA:

Theater manager Walter Reade in a quarte
page announcement in the Daily Home News d
December 20, 1921 wrote: "On Monda
afternoon at twothirty, | will have both tle
honour and pleasure of presenting to the citizer]
of the City of New Brunswick and surroundin
territory what | consider the finest theatre in thd
State." The building was designed by Thomas
Lamb for both movies and live entertainment|
The opening manée audience, paid the twenty
cent, thirty-cent, and fifty-cent admission, heard
a live orchestra concert and a tenor rendition
The Star Spangled Banner. The first featu
presentation was the silent film White Oak,
western starring William S. HarThere were five
vaudeville acts, a newsreel and a nature film.
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A few years into its operation, the theater'
management was transferred to the B.F. Keith
theater chain. Benjamin Franklin Keith and his
partner, Edward Franklin Albee Il, operated thle
larged string of vaudeville theaters and thq
largest booking agency for vaudeville acts in the
east coast of the United States.

? 1%0-? 1%1

The business merged with the largest western
booking agency, Orpheum Circuit, Inc., to form
Keith-Albee-Orpheum  (KAO). The Radio
Cormporation of America (RCA), which entered
the motion picture business after the advent of
sound, acquired KAO in 1928. RCA renamed its
new subsidiary Radi&eith-Orpheum, RKO.

Decline and Revitalization

The State Theatre continued to operate into the
1960s until audiences switched to multiplex
cinemas. RKO sold the building to a business
that showed adult movies. In 1979 it was
purchased by the New Brunswick Development
Corporation (DevCo) as part of the New
Brunswick's revitalization project.

In 1986, theNew Brunswick Cultural Center

acquired the State Theatre from DevCo, and in
the fall 1987 performed the first renovation. The
State Theatre reopened on April 24, 1988.

In December of 2003, the theater began a $3
million renovation to return the theater &
closely as possible to its original appearance and
updated the sound and lighting systems. The
architectural firm of Ford, Farewell, Mills and
Gatch oversaw the cleaning and repair of the
terracotta exterior. On the inside, artists from
Conrad Schmitt oMilwaukee, a centurold firm
specializing in historic restorations, researched
OAOGAOAI AOAAO 1T £ OEA
determine the original paint colors, decorative
trim style and other details of Thomas W.
Lamb's interior decoration. Up to 20 layerof
paint were stripped away to determine the
original color scheme. The theater underwent
ornamental plaster repair, decorative painting
and replacement of house and lobby lighting,
installation of high tech sound and lighting
OUOOAI 08
glittering new decorative work and historically
accurate lighting fixtures were installed in the
lobbies and theater.

The refurbished State Theatre was unveiled in
| AOT AAO 1T £ WYooli AO O
performance comedian he.
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