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ERIE COUNTY

BUFFALO
20th Century

AKA: Stat e,
511 Main
1939-1970
3,076 seats
Owners:
1939-1945 Dipson Circuit
1955-1970 United Artists
See Century for more details.

Loewds State, C

Abbott

1494 South Park
1914-? 1955
498 seats

Academy
245 Main
? 19001955
914 seats

Allendale
203 Allen
September 13", 1913-2 1955

780 seats

Michaels Theatersowned this theatre in
1940.

This is now a live theatre.
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United States of America|New York|Buffalo|City

Ambherst
3500 Main
January 18", 1942-
1,106 seats
hSurci nemas i
Owners:
1942- Dipson Circuit
1975 Cinemette Corporation of America

n the |

Apollo

1346 Jefferson
1941-1966
896 seats

Ariel
? 1950
Gammell Theatersowned this theatre.

Q

Artistic

AKA: Elk
224 Elk
1931-1951
t3895938 8 0 5 s
* 1915 opened as Elk
* 1918 closed
* 1923 reopened
* 1926 closed
* 1931 reopened as Atrtistic
* 1951 closed

Avon

1223 Lovejoy
? 19257 1950
350 seats

Bailey

2163 Bailey

1928-1977

1,740 seats

Owners:

1925-1930 Shea Operating Co.
(Paramount-Publix)

1935 Buffalo Theatres (Paramount)

1940-1977 Dipson Circuit
=‘ m} § -4’. z

Beacon
2 1925



Broadway

AKA: Sattler

512 Broadway

?1920-? 1964

914 seats

Owners:

1935-1964 owner: Basil Bros. Theaters

S

Broadway-Lyceum
330 Broadway
1920-1959

400 seats

Buffalo
2 1920-? 1930

Buffalo

646 Main

1926-? 1969

3,498 seats

WIKIPEDIA:

Shea's Buffalo, flagship of the theater chain,
was designed by the noted firm of Rapp and
Rapp of Chicago. Modeled in a combination
of Spanish and French Baroque and Rococo
styles, the theatre was designed to resemble
opera houses and palaces of Europe of the
16th and 17th centuries. Originally the
seating accommodated nearly 4,000 people,
but several hundred seats were removed in
the 1930s to make more comfortable
accommodations in the orchestra area. The
interior was designed by world renowned
designer/artist Louis Comfort Tiffany with
most of the elements still in place today.
Many of the furnishings and fixtures were
supplied by Marshall Field in Chicago, and
included immense Czechoslovakian crystal
chandeliers of the finest quality. The interior
contained over one acre of seating. The cost
of construction and outfittng of the theater
in 1926 was just over $1,900,000. This was at
a time when a new house could be
purchased for $3,000 and a new Model A
Ford was $1,000. The theater opened January
16, 1926 with the film King of Main Street,
starring [Adolph Menjou). When Michael
Shea retired in 1930, Shea's interests were
headed by V. R. McFaul, who owned and
managed several dozen Shea's Theaters in
the metro Buffalo area until his death in
1955. Loew's Corp took over the chain's
interests in 1948, upon the Deregulation of
the Movie and Theater Industry adjudicated
by the Supreme Court.

In 2006, to commemorate the theater's 80th
birthday, the Buffalo Philharmonic Orchestra
under the direction of the world -renowned
JoAnn Falletta played a concert there with
Anthony Neuman playing the organ.
Highlights of the program included Camille

Saint-Saéns "Organ" Symphony 3 in C minor,
selections from The Phantom of the Opera,
Bach's Toccata and Fugue in D minor, and
Louis Vierne's C/arill/qn de Westninster.
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Capitol
1770 S. Park
1920- 1957
950 seats

* 1920 opened

* 1930 owner: Hall & Hammy Theater
Circuit, Inc.

* 1940 air conditioning installed, it was
said that a underground stream cooled
the theatre before that.

* 1955-1957 owner: Dipson Circuit

* 1957 closed

Capri Art
3165 Bailey

? 1969-? 1995
* 1923 opened as Varsity

* Mid 1960's renamed Palace

* Late 1960's renamedCapri Art and
switched to adult movies

* Mid 1990's closed

It is now a youth community center
ca!_'lsd the Uptown.
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Casino
1269 Genesee
?1910-? 1952
482 seats

Cazenovia
21930-? 1940

Center

AKA: Hippodrome
580 Main

1949-1983

* August 31, 1914 opened as
Hippodrome by Buffalo Theatres
(Paramount)

* August 31, 1949 renamed Center by
Buffalo Paramount Corp.

* December 1968 reopened as a triplex
cinema, the cinemas were called Center,
Backstage and Penthouse

* 1983 demolished

Central Park

2001 Main

1913-1958

800 seats

Owners:

1930 Affiliated Theatrical Utilities Corp.
(Schine Circuit)

1940 Konczarowski Theatres



Century
AKA:2d"Century,
511 Main
1930-1939
3,076 seats

* Qctober 17th, 1921 opened as State by
Loew's. It had 2 entrences one on Main and
the other on Mohawk. The stage house was
built in another building that was ha llowed
out.

* 1928 Loew's sells it

* 1930 Shea's took it over and renames it
Century

* 1939 taken over by Dipson and Basil and
renamed 20th Century. It was Block Booked
by the illegal Paramount Pictures theater
chain and their illegal Shea operation in
Buffalo. The United States Supreme Court
decred and the Federal Court ordered McFaul
and Shea to vacate, not sell, their theaters in
1948. Within a year my book on the most
factual and True History of Theaters will be
released. (John Basil)

* 1953 United Artists took out a 10-lease and
converted it into a Cinerama theatre with just
1,200 seats.

* 1970 closed as a cinema and reopened as a
rock concert venue

Fleetwood Mac (with Stevie Nicks, just before
they became huge)

Lynryd Skynryd/Charlie Daniels Band

Genesis (with Peter Gabriel)

Electric Light Orchestra performed here.
fﬁgg;gi??p'sr closed and demolished
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Cinema

AKA: Downtown Cinema 3, Midtown

645 Main
? 19557 1975
550 seats

Cine Roma

t AKAEeLinden, Stadium, Majestic
943 Jefferson
1940
* 1914 opened as Linden
* Late 1920's 1931 closed
* 1933 renamed Majestic, which had film
delivery problems at this time, because
it was giving away groceries, as a
promotion, which violated a section of
the Motion Picture Code.
* 1938 renamed Stadium
* 1939 closed
* 1940 reopened for a few weeks as
Cine Roma

Circle

444 Connecticut
November 25", 1914-1962
Konczarowski Theatresowned this
theatre 1945-1962

Clinton-Strand

? 19307 1935

Affiliated Theatrical Utilities Corp.
(Schine Circuit)owned this theatre in
1930.

Colonial

733 Genesee

?1911-1958

681 seats

Gammell Theatersowned this theatre
1940-1958.

Columbia

445 Genesee

1915-1956

1,099 seats

Gammell Theatersowned this theatre
1940-1956.

Colvin
21945

Commodore

2285 Genesee
September 16", 1926-1955
725 seats

Court St.
219352 1945

Criterion

AKA: Star
W. Mohawk & Pearl
December 3°,1923-1924

Downtown Cinema 3

AKA: Cinema, Midtown

645 Main

? 1980

Martial arts and action movies were
shown in this triplex.

Elk

AKA: Artistic

224 Elk

? 19157 1926
T Y N T

Ellen Terry

367 Grant

November 23" 1914-July 21961
948 seats

Elmwood

539 Elmwood

April 27", 1914-1965

1,412 seats

Owners:

1930 Affiliated Theatrical Utilities Corp.
(Schine Circuit)

1935-1948 Buffalo Theatres (Paramount)
1948-1955 New Buffalo Amusements
(Loewds)

1961-1965L 0o e wd s



Elmwood Center 16
2001 EImwood Ave
December 12", 1997-
Regal Cinemasowns this cinema.

Embassy
?2 19357 1945

Emblem

AKA: Jefferson
1435 Jefferson
1912-1933

Erlanger

?1930-? 1955

Dipson Circuit owned this theatre 1945-
1955.

Fillmore Palace

AKA: Little German
1264 Fillmore
1912-1933

Frontier

AKA: Senate
188 Rhode Island
1913-1928

Gayety
AKA: Old Vienna
352 Pearl

?1940

Genesee

1600 Genesee

1928-? 1964

1,650 seats

* 1928 opened by Affiliated Theatrical
Utilities Corp. (Schine Circuit)

* 1935-1966 owner: Basil Bros. Theaters
* 1966 Basil Bros. Theaters closes it
down, their last theatre.

* 1970 reopened as a adult cinema

* 1979 closed

* 1985 demolished

Granada

3176 Main

1927-? 1969

1,802 seats

Owners:

1927-1964 Schine Theatres

1969 Panther Theatre Corporation

Grand

1224 Sycamore

? 19357 1950

365 seats

Konczarowski Theatres owned this
theatre 1940-1945.

Great Lakes

AKA: Paramount

620 Main

May 30". 1927-1949

Owners:

1935-1948 Buffalo Theatres (Paramount)
1948-1955 New Buffalo Amusements
(Loewds)

Grider
21935

Hippodrome

AKA: Center

580 Main

1914-1949

* August 31, 1914 opened as
Hippodrome by Buffalo Theatres
(Paramount)

* August 31, 1949 renamed Center by
Buffalo Paramount Corp.

* December 1968 reopened as a triplex
cinema, the cinemas were called Center,
Backstage and Penthouse

* 1983 demolished

Hollywood

AKA: Little

311 Delaware

1930-1934

Basl Bros. Theaters owned this theatre.

Jefferson

AKA: Emblem

1435 Jefferson

1933-1945

995 seats

Basil Bros. Theaters owned this theatre.

Jubilee

1884 Niagara
1913-1929, 19341951
700 seats

Keith's
261 Main
1911-1960
428 seats

Kenmore

?1940-? 1945

Buffalo Theatres (Paramount) owned
this theatre.



Kensington
525 Grider
1916-1955
445 seats

Kensington

3051 Bailey

December 25",1926-? 1980

Owners:

1926-1930 Shea Operating Co.
(Paramount-Publix)

1935-1948 Buffalo Theatres(Paramount)
1948-1955 New Buffalo Amusements
(Loewds)

1961 Loewds

1969-1980 Dipson Circuit

Lafayette

4 Broadway

February 27", 1922-1962

3,542 seats

This theatre opened with 4,234 seats. It
was owned by Basil Bros. Theaters.

Liberty
?2 193572 1940

Lincoln

1406 Broadway
? 19357 1955
332 seats

Linden

AKA: Majestic, Stadium, Cine Roma

943 Jefferson

1914-7 1925

* 1914 opened as Linden

* Late 1920's1931 closed

* 1933 renamed Majestic, which had film
delivery problems at this time, because it was
giving away groceries, as a promotion, which
violated a section of the Motion Picture

Code.

* 1938 renamed Stadium

* 1939 closed

* 1940 reopened for a few weeks as Cine
Roma

Little

AKA: Hollywood

311 Delaware

1929-1930

This theatre had shown foreign films
and owned by Basil Bros. Theaters.

Little
2 1940-? 1945

Little German

AKA: Fillmore Palace

1264 Fillmore

1933-1942

Movies from Nazi Germany were shown
here.

Little Hippodrome
263 Main

1906-1962

229 seats

Little Seneca

AKA:Red Jacket, Seneca

774 Seneca

? 1930-? 1956

250 seats

Gammell Theaters owned this theatre in
1940.

Lovejoy
1171 Lovejoy
? 19147 1955
800 seats

undated photo by Karl R. Josker

Majestic

AKA: Linden, Stadium, Cine Roma

943 Jefferson

1933-1938

* 1914 opened as Linden

* Late 1920's 1931 closed

* 1933 renamed Majestic, which had film
delivery problems at this time, because
it was giving away

groceries, as a promotion, which
violated a section of the Motion Picture
Code.

* 1938 renamed Stadium

* 1939 closed

* 1940 reopened for a few weeks as
Cine Roma

Market Arcade 8

639 Main St

December 18", 1987-

Owners:

1987-1998 Ceneral Cinema Corp.
1998-2000 City Cinemas

2005- Dipson Circuit

Marlowe

257 Virginia

1915-1960

650 seats

Konczarowski Theatres owned this
theatre 1940-1960.



