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Laconia CLOSED 
? 1930  
 

Lafayette CLOSED 
2227 Adam Clayton Powell Jr. Boulevard 
? 1930-? 1945 
Brecher, Leo Theatres owned this theatre 
1935-1940 

 
 

Laffmovie CLOSED 
AKA: Empire, Empire 25 
234 W 42nd St 
? 1945-1954 
750 seats 
* September 11th, 1912 opened as a live 
theatre. 
ɕ ΧίΪΦȭÓ ÒÅÎÁÍÅÄ ,ÁÆÆÍÏÖÉÅ 
* 1954 renamed back to Empire 
ɕ ΧίίΨ ÔÈÅ ÅØÔÅÒÉÏÒ ×ÁÓ ÕÓÅÄ ÆÏÒ Ȱ4ÈÅ ,ÁÓÔ 
!ÃÔÉÏÎ (ÅÒÏȱ 
* March 1st, 1998 Forest City Ratner lifted 
the façade of the Empire, placed it on a 
track and moved it 168 feet. 
* April 17, 2000 reopened as AMC Empire 
25 
 

Lane CLOSED 
560 w 181st  st 
? 1935-1959 
1,580 seats 
Owners: 
1935 Springer-Cocalis-Hamburger 
1940-1950 Lane Theater Circuit 
1955 Brandt Theaters 
 

Lefrak IMAX OPEN LARGE 
FORMAT 
79th St. and Central Park West 
1982- 
926 seats 
* October 30th, 1900 opened as a lecture hall for 
the American Museum of Natural History. 
* 1912 started to use moving picture 
* August 1914 the first underwater motion 
picture was shown 
* October 27th, 1927 movies showing Theodore 
Roosevelt. 
* 1959, 1977 renovations 
* February 1982 as New York first IMAX theatre 
with a screen of 66x40 feet, the largest in New 
York at the time. 
* July 2, 2002 the hall now renamed LeFrak 
Theater is updated with a 35mm screen that 
goes in front of the IMAX. 

 

Lennox Picture House CLOSED 
? 1935-? 1940 
 

Leonard Nimoy Thalia at 
Symphony Space OPEN 

2537 Broadway 
http://www.symphonyspace.org/  
2004- 

 
 

Lenox CLOSED 
"uptown" 
 

Lenox CLOSED 
? 1917-? 1918 
 

Lenox Hill CLOSED 
331 E. 70th St. 
 

Lenox Hill CLOSED 
? 1923-? 1925 
 

Lexington CLOSED 
!+!ȡ ,ÏÅ×ȭÓ ,ÅØÉÎÇÔÏÎ 
571 Lexington 
August 14

th
, 1914-1960 

2,491 seats 
,ÏÅ×ȭÓ owned this theatre. 

 
 

Liberty CLOSED 
234 W 42nd St 
1904-1996 
1,155 seats 
* 1904 opened as a legitimate theater 
* 1930's switched to movies 
* 1940-1975 owned by Brandt Theaters 
* 1980-1985 owner: Forty Second Street 
Company (Brandt) 
* 1996 back to legitimate use but the play 
flopped. 
* 1997 there was plans to convert the 
Liberty into a virtual realty arcade but fell 
through 
This theatre is being converted into a 
reception hall. 

 
 

http://www.symphonyspace.org/


Lido CLOSED 
AKA: Bluebird, Ramona, Teatro Granada 
1763 Amsterdam Ave 
? 1940-? 1950 
* 1921 opened as Bluebird 
* by 1930 renamed Ramona 
* May 27, 1938 renamed Teatro Granada 
and switched to second-run Spanish 
movies.  
* by 1940 renamed Lido 
* 1951 closed to become the Faith Temple 
Church of God in Christ 
* February 27, 1965 the funeral service of 
Malcom X was held. 

 
 

Lido East CLOSED ADULT 

211 E. 59th St. 
1969-? 1982 
Adult cinema. 
 

Lincoln CLOSED 
58 W 135th st 
1915-? 1950 
830 seats 
* 1915 opened as the first theatre that 
catered to the black clientele. 
* Early 1950's closed 
* By 1960 became a church 
 

Lincoln CLOSED 
1947 B'way  
? 1935-? 1945 
Afro-American theatre. 
Owners: 
1935-1940 Brecher, Leo Theatres 
1945 Stiefel Booking Office

 
 

Lincoln Art CLOSED 
AKA: Bombay, New Carnegie, Biograph, Angelika 57 
225 w 57th st 
1961-1977 
* 1961 opened as Lincoln Art at 225 W. 57th St.  
* 1977 renamed Bombay 
* November 6th, 1985 reopened as New 
Carnegie 
* 1986-1988 owned by Cineplex Odeon 
* 1988 renamed Biograph as Cineplex Odeon 
hires Frank Rowley, the former programmer of 
the Regency (B'way and 67) as a first-run house 
* Fall 1991 Cineplex Odeon does not renew the 
lease 
* 1993 reopened by City Cinemas as Angelika 57 
* July 10th, 1997 closed 
 

Lincoln Plaza 6 OPEN 

1886 Broadway 
4ÈÉÓ ÁÒÔ ÃÉÎÅÍÁ ÏÐÅÎÅÄ ÉÎ ÔÈÅ ÅÁÒÌÙ ΧίήΦȭÓ 
with 3 cinemas and expanded to 6 screens 
in 1993. 

 
 

Lincoln Square CLOSED 
1947 Broadway 
1906-? 1950 
1,528 seats 
* 1906 opened as Lincoln Square 
* 1909 taken over by Marcus Loew, one of 
his first Manhattan theatres. 
* 1931 damaged by a fire 
* Early 1950's closed 

 
 

A Theatre Not Just for Movie 
Goers, For Movie Lovers 

Lincoln Square 13 & IMAX 
OPEN LARGE FORMAT 
1998 Broadway 
November 18

th
, 1994- 

4,114 seats 
* November 18, 1994 opened by Sony Theatre 
Management Corp. with 9 cinemas and 3,046 
seats. It also had an IMAX cinema with a screen 
of 100 x 80 feet and reached by the world's 
longest free-standing escalator (not anymore). 
This was the first IMAX to be built by a theatre 
chain and the first IMAX-3D in the world. On the 
opening weekend this cinema sold 33,000 tickets 
at a cost of $202,000 (Star Trek Generations 
made $100,000) 
* Early 1995 3 more cinemas were added 
downstairs in space that Burnes and Noble did 
not want. 
* 1998 sold to Loews Cineplex Entertainment 
* 2005 sold to American Multi-Cinema 

 

 
4ÈÉÓ ÃÉÎÅÍÁ ÉÓ ÃÁÌÌÅÄ ,ÏÅ×ȭÓ ÁÎÄ ÉÔ ÈÁÓ ήέά ÓÅÁÔÓȢ 


