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Normandie  
AKA: Cinema Rendez-Vous, Playboy, 57th St. Playhouse, DGA 
Theatre 
110 W. 57th St.  
1951-1962 
* 1951 opened as Normandie by Trans-Lux 
* 1951-1962 owner: Raybond Theaters 
Corp. (booked by Brandt) 
* 1962 closed 
* 1964 opened as Cinema Rendez-Vous 
* 1971 renamed Playboy as it is taken over 
by Playboy Theatres. They also one in 
Chicago. 
* 1979 renamed 57th St. Playhouse 
* 1994 closed 
* 2004 reopens as DGA Theatre 
 

Normandie CLOSED 
51 E. 53rd St. 
1938-1950 
680 seats 
* November 30th, 1938 Opened as 
Normandie with the interior designed to 
look like the art-deco theatre aboard the 
French ocean liner Normandie. It was 
owned by Brandt Theaters 
* May 1950 closed by Raybond Theaters 
Corp. (booked by Brandt) (new theatre on 
57th st. opened in Dec. 51) 

 
 

North Star CLOSED 
1250 5th Av. 
? 1914-? 1927 

 
 

Nova CLOSED 
AKA: Bunny, Dorset, Tapia 
? 1990-2002 
4 cinemas in 1996 
* 1913 opened as Bunny 
* 1933 renamed Dorset 
* 1935 owner: Rapf and Ruden 
* 1940-1961 owner: Harden Theaters, Inc 
* Early 1960's closed 
* Early 1970's reopened as Tapia 
* Late 1980's renamed Nova with 2 
cinemas 
* 1996 4 cinemas 
* 2002 closed 

 
 

Nuveo Edison  CLOSED 
AKA: 103rd St. Cinema, Columbia 
2700 Broadway 
? 1960-? 1988 
* 1913 opened as the 103rd St. Cinema 
* 1960's switched to Spanish movies and 
renamed Nuevo Edison 
* 1988 renamed Columbia and booked by 
City Cinemas 
* 1993 closed and became a gym 
 

Odeon CLOSED 
AKA: Central, Columbia, Gotham, Forum, Movieland 
1567 Broadway 
? 1957-? 1965 
* 1918 opened by the Shuberts as Central 
* 1928-1932 movies only 
* 1934 renamed Columbia and back to Central 
* 1942 tried "all-girl revues" but returned to 
second-run movies 
* April 1944 renamed Gotham 
* April 25th, 1951 renovated and renamed 
Holiday as a live theatre 
* In January, 1957, using its original name of 
Central Theatre, this housed the NYC premiere 
of the sex-hygiene feature, "Mom and Dad," 
which was first released in 1944 but had been 
banned by the New York State Board of Regents 
because of two graphic birth scenes, including 
one of a caesarean section. Halfway through the 
movie, it stopped for a 15-minute lecture on 
stage by sexologist Elliott Forbes, which 
included hawking two pamphlets on "sexual 
enlightenment" that were sold to the audience 
by women dressed as nurses. 
* December 1957 Taken over by Odeon 
theatres from Britain and renamed Odeon. 
Odeon had many cinemas across Canada, 
which was sold to Canadian Odeon in 1977 and 
to Cineplex Odeon in 1984. 
* 1965 renamed Forum 
* December 1980 renamed Movieland 
* March 1988 closed 

 
 

Odeon CLOSED 
AKA: Odeon, Bon Ton, New 125th St., Triboro 
165 E. 125th St. 
* 1903 opened when Harlem was a affluent 
white district. It was Thomas W. Lamb's 
first theatre assignment 
 

Odeon CLOSED 
58 Clinton 
1910-? 1930 
834 seats 
 



Odeon CLOSED 
256 W 145th st 
1910-? 1961 
853 seats 
Owners: 
1935-1950 Brecher, Leo Theatres 
1961 Moss, B. S. Circuit 

 
 

Olympia CLOSED 
107/b'way 
1914-2002 
* 1914 opened 
* 1935 owner: Springer-Cocalis-Hamburger 
* 1940-1964 owner:  ,ÏÅ×ȭÓ 
* 1969 owner: Interboro Circuit  
* 1975-1986 owner: Golden Theatre 
Management Corp. 
* December 1980 3 cinemas 
* June 1981 4 cinemas, Seating: 276, 236, 
212, 206 
* 1987-1998 owner: Cineplex Odeon 
* 1987 back down to 2 cinemas 
* 1998-2003 owner: Clearview Cinemas 
* December 2002 closed 
* 2003 demolished 

 
 

Olympic CLOSED 
? 1930  
 

Orient CLOSED 
111 W 125th st 
? 1930-? 1950 
550 seats 
Harris Theatres owned this theatre in 1950. 
 

Oriental CLOSED 
AKA: Piccadilly, Warner's, New Yorker, Oriental, Continental, 
Abbey, Manhattan, Republic 

1664 Broadway 
1936-1938 
* 1924 opened as Piccadilly 
* December 26th, 1926 renamed Warner 
with the installation of its Vitaphone sound 
system. 
* Early 1930's closed 
* 1935 renamed New Yorker 
* 1936 reopened as Oriental 
* 1938 renamed Continental 
* 1941 closed 
* Spring 1943 reopened as Abbey 
* December 1943 taken over by Brandt 
Theatres and renamed Manhattan 
* August 12th, 1944 reopened as Republic 
* 1948 closed 
* 1952 demolished 
 

Orleans CLOSED ADULT 

Side Entrance of 1579 Broadway 
1968-? 1987 
Part of the Warner Cinerama complex. 
Adult movies were shown. See Strand-
Warner for more details.

 
 

Orpheum CLOSED 
126 2nd av. 
? 1904-? 1955 
860 seats 
Owners: 
1930 Manhattan Playhouse, Inc. 
1935 Belle Theaters, Inc. (Booked by 
Brandt) 
 

Orpheum OPEN 

!+!ȡ ,ÏÅ×ȭÓ /ÒÐÈÅÕÍ 
1538 Third Ave 
? 1920-? 1979 
2,168 seats 
* January 1913 the roof suddenly collapsed 
but no one was hurt. The collapse was 
caused by the digging for the Lexington 
Avenue line. 
* 1968 twinned, the second cinema 
upstairs was called Loew's Ciné and 
accessed by 3rd Avenue 
* June 8th, 1969 a grenade was thrown 
causing damage and 3 injuries from a 
passing cab. A Cuban nationalist has 
complained about the movie, Che! 
* 1979 the twin was renamed Orpheum 2 
* November 1989 closed 
* 1991 rebuilt and reopened with 7 cinemas 

 
 

Osceola CLOSED 
? 1930-? 1930 
 

Pacific East / Avco Embassy 
Twin CLOSED 
AKA: 59th St. Twins, EastWorld Twin, Manhattan 1 & 2 
220 E. 59th St. 
1969-? 1971 
800 seats 
* 1969 opened as Pacific East and Avco Embassy 
East as the East side companions to Pacific's 
Cinerama/Penthouse twins on Broadway by 
Pacific Theatres, which as of 2008 has theatres in 
Los Angeles County. 
* 1971 renamed 59th St. Twins 
* Late 1970's renamed EastWorld Twin and 
shown adult movies 
* 1979 renamed Manhattan 1 and 2 
* 1986 taken over by Cineplex Odeon 
* 1997 Cineplex Odeon sells it 
* 1998 shown Bollywood movies and then closed 
* 2000 closed 

 


