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NEW YORK CITY 
NEW YORK COUNTY 

NEW YORK: 
MANHATTAN 
This section is arranged by Streets, Avenues and 

corners 

8th Street  
? 1960-? 1964 
Owners: 
1961 *rb 
1964 Rugoff Theatres, Donland 
 

8th Street Playhouse  
52 W 8th St 
February 2

nd
,-1929-November 1992 

* February 2nd, 1929 opened as an art cinema 
with the Soviet Ukraine movie "Two Days" 
* 1935-1964 owner: Rugoff & Becker 
* 1969 owner: Rugoff Theatres, Donland 
* 1975 owner: Cinema 5 Theatres 
* 1970's-1980's "Rocky Horror" was shown here 
* 1982-1988 United Artists owned it. 
* 1988 United Artists , which was letting the 
place to run down stopped paying the rent and 
was evicted. The landlord asked City Cinemas to 
run it only to find out that United Artists 
removed all the projection equipment and 
marquee letters, which belonged to the landlord. 
* November 1992 closed 

 
 

12th Street  
1991-1994 
 

14th Street  
? 1930-? 1940 
Owners: 
1935 Belle Theatres (Brandt) 
1940 Harris Theatres 
 

14th Street Metropolitan  
235 E 14th st 
? 1950 
 

19th Street East 6  
890 Broadway 
November 17

th
, 1989- 

1,551 seats 
Owners: 
1989-1993 ,ÏÅ×ȭÓ 
1993-1998 Sony Theatre Management 
Corp. 
1998-2006 Loews Cineplex Entertainment 
2006- American Multi-Cinema 

 

 
 

23rd Street 
139 W. 23

rd
 St. 

March 6
th

, 1889-March 7
th

, 1937 
* March 6th, 1889 opened 
* 1896 started to show movies 
* 1929 taken over by Radio-Keith-
Orpheum Corp. 
* March 7th, 1937 closed 

 
 

23rd Street  
261 8th Av 
August 4

th
,1938-1960 

1,813 seats 
* August 4th, 1938 opened by Radio-Keith-
Orpheum Corp. 
* June 15th, 1960 closed. It burned 2 weeks 
later. 
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23rd Street  
AKA: Chelsea West 
261 8th Av 
1984-1997 
* 1963 opened as 23rd St by Radio-Keith-
Orpheum Corp. with 553 seats 
* 1970's switched to live productions under 
the name Roundabout 
* 1984 3 cinemas 
* December 1996 the lower section was 
untwinned and renamed Chelsea West 
Cinemas by Cineplex Odeon 
* 1998 sold to Clearview Cinemas 
* January 2008 closed 
 

31st Street  
? 1939-? 1940 
Radio-Keith-Orpheum Corp. owned this 
theatre. 
 

32nd Street  
? 1930 
,ÏÅ×ȭÓ owned this theatre. 
 

34 Street East  
241 E 34th St 
1963-1991 
410 seats 
Walter Reade, Cineplex Odeon had their 
offices upstairs. 
Cineplex Odeon took it over in 1986 from 
Walter Reade 
 

34th Street  
162 E 34th St 
? 1930-? 1950 
720 seats 
Owners: 
1935-1940 Yoost, William, Circuit 
1945 Prudential Management Corp. 
1950 Associated Prudential Theaters, Inc. 
* 1893 opened as the Murray Hill Lyceum 
* by 1926 renamed 34th St. with 600 seats 
* Early 1930's renamed Murray Hill 
* 1986 the ceiling collapsed during the screening 
of "Psycho III" but no one was hurt and the 
theatre was closed and demolished. 
* December 17th, 1990 reopened as Murray Hill 
Cinemas with 4 cinemas by City Cinemas 
* 2002 closed and demolished for a apartment 
building. 

 

34th Street 14  
312 W. 34th St. 
November 2

nd
, 2001- 

The seats and the Projection Equitment 
came from the failed Loews Versailles 22 
near Pittsburgh,PA. 
Owners: 
2001-2006 Loews Cineplex Entertainment 
2006- American Multi-Cinema 

 
 

34 th Street Showplace 3 
234 E 34th St 
 1981-1999 
1,390 seats 
Owners: 
1981-1993 ,ÏÅ×ȭÓ 
1993-1998 Sony Theatre Management 
Corp. 
1998-1999 Loews Cineplex Entertainment 
Seating: 600, 425, 365 Total: 1,390 

 
 

42nd Street Cinema   
422 W. 42nd Street, 
? 1967-? 1995 
149 seats 
Adult cinema. 
 

42nd Street  
AKA: Murray Hill 

132 E 42nd St 
1909-1950 
750 seats 
* 1896 opened as Murray Hill as a playhouse at 
the Southeast corner of Lexington and 42nd Av.  
* 1909 sold to Marcus Loew and renamed 
Loew's 42nd St. and switched to movies only. 
* Depression era: changed movies daily and 
charged 5 cents admission and 10 cents at 
night. The opening of newsreel theatres in 
Grand Central Terminal and the Airlines 
Terminal hurt attendance but not enough to 
close it down 
* 1950 closed and demolished for an office. 

 

44th Street  
216 West 44th Street 
December 29

th
, 1913-1945 

1,478 seats 
* November 21st, 1912 opened as Weber & 
Fields Music Hall 
* December 29th, 1913 renamed 44th St. a 
speakeasy called Little Club opened 
downstairs 
* Late 1920's started to show movies 
* 1931 a German lesbian film "Maedchen in 
Uniform" was shown here at 'lower prices than 
any other two-a-day movie on Broadway'. 
* 1940 the New York Times buys the theatre 
* 1945 closed and demolished for a NYT 
expansion. 

 

48th Street Cinema  
? 1944-? 1945 
Radio-Keith-Orpheum Corp. owned this 
theatre. 
 

50th Street  
? 1954-? 1975 
4×ÉÎÎÅÄ ÉÎ ÔÈÅ ÅÁÒÌÙ ΧίέΦȭÓȢ 
 

55th Street Playhouse  
154 W 55th st 
June 1927-? 1985 
253 seats 

 
 



 
4 

57th Street Playhouse 
AKA: Normandie, Cinema Rendez-Vous, DGA Theatre 
110 W. 57th St. 
 1979-? 1994 
* 1950's opened as Normandie by Trans-Lux 
* 1962 closed 
* 1964 opened as Cinema Rendez-Vous 
* 1971 renamed Playboy as it is taken over by 
Playboy Theatres. They also one in Chicago. 
* 1979 renamed 57th St. Playhouse 
* 1980-1985 owner: Ackerman, Greenbert, 
Tolchin Theatres 
* 1990 owner: Ackerman Theatres 
* 1994 closed 
* 2004 reopens as DGA Theatre 
 

58th Street  
154 E. 58th St. 
1928-1961 
3,060 seats 
* December 20th, 1928 opened by 
Proctor's with 3,163 seats 
* 1929 F. F. Proctor sells his theatres to 
RKO 
* 1956 renovated and reduced to 2,000 
seats 
* 1961 sold to RKO-Stanley Warner (Pacific 
Theatres) 
* 1966 closed and demolished. 

 

 
 

59th Street East  
AKA: D. W. Griffith, Cine Malibu, ImaginAsian 

239 E 59th St 
1989-2004 
2 cinemas. 
Owners:  
1989-1998 Cineplex Odeon 
1998-2004 Clearview Cinemas 
* 1962 opened as D. W. Griffith 
* 1969 renamed Cine Malibu and shown 
addult cinema 
* 1977 became D. W. Griffith again 
* 1989 reopened by Cineplex Odeon as 
59th St. Cinema 
* July 16th, 2004 reopened as ImaginAsian 

 
 
59

th
 Street East 2 

AKA: Pacific East & Avco Embassy East, 
Eastworld Twin, Manhattan 1 & 2 
220 E. 59

th
 St. 

1971-? 1975 
* 1969 opened as Pacific East and Avco Embassy 
East as the East side companions to Pacific's 
Cinerama/Penthouse twins on Broadway by 
Pacific Theatres 
* 1971 renamed 59th St. Twins 
* Late 1970's renamed EastWorld Twin and 
shown adult movies 
* 1979 renamed Manhatton 1 and 2 
* 1981 owner: RKO Century Warner 
* 1986 taken over by Cineplex Odeon 
* 1997 Cineplex Odeon 
* 1998 shown Bollywood movies and than closed 
* 2000 closed 
 

60th Street West  
? 1994-? 1995 
 

68th Street Playhouse  
1164 3rd av 
? 1930-1996 
380 seats 
Owners: 
1940-1975 *bre 
1980-1985 Ackerman, Greenbert, Tolchin 
Theatres 
1995-1996 City Cinemas (Pacific Theatres-
Reading) 

 
 

72nd Street Playhouse  
350 E 72nd st 
1914-1987 
 

72nd Street  
186 E 72nd st 
February 20

th
, 1932-January 1

st
, 1961 

2,673 seats 
,ÏÅ×ȭÓ owned this theatre. 
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72nd Street East  
AKA: Tower East 

1230 Third Ave 
1962- 
* 1962 opened by ,ÏÅ×ȭÓ 
* 1993-1998 taken over by Sony Theatre 
Management Corp. 
* 1998-2006 owner: Loews Cineplex 
Entertainment 
* 2004 seats from the Astor Plaza installed 
here seating reduced to 524. Michael 
Jackson attended a showing of "Deep Blue 
Sea" with 5 very young men with him. 
* 2006 part of American Multi-Cinema 

 
 

77th Street  
2184 Broadway 
? 1916-? 1977 
577 seats 
Owners: 
1935 Springer-Cocalis-Hamburger 
1940-1950 Skouras Theatres Corp. 

 
 

79th Street  
? 1925-? 1940 
1940 owner: Salkin, William 
 

81st Street  
2248 Broadway 
1913-1954 
2,082 seats 
* 1913 opened as Keith's 81st St with 2,015 
seats 
* 1926, 1939 and 1951 renovations by 
Radio-Keith-Orpheum Corp. 
* 1954 CBS takes it over as theirs first 
colour television studio in New York. (Using 
NTSC) 
http://www.novia.net/~ereitan/index.html  
 

83rd Street  
2309 Broadway 
1921-1976 
2,727 seats 
* 1921 opened by ,ÏÅ×ȭÓ 
* 1976 3 cinemas 
* 1978 4 cinemas 
* 1985 closed 

 
 

84th Street 
? 1959-1960 
 

84th Street 6  
2310 Broadway 
1984- 
2,385 seats 
* 1984 opened by Loew's 
* 1991 redecorated 
* 1993 sold to Sony Theatres 
* 1995 new seats was installed 
* 1996 the lobby was redecorated as an 
"audition" for the Rockwell Group. 
* 1997 new marquee installed 
* 1998 sold to Loews Cineplex 
* 2005 sold to AMC 
Until the Lincoln Square cinemas opened in 
1994, this was the top grossing theatre in 
the U. S.  
Seating: 314, 436, 439, 292, 475, 429 Total: 2,385 

 

 

85th Street  
1629 1st Av 
? 1955- 
Owners: 
1955 Brandt Theaters 
2005- Regal Cinemas 

 
 

86th Street  
1284 Lexington 
1927-1965, 1971-1987 
3,131 seats 
Reopened in 1971 as a twin 
Owners: 
1927-1961 Radio-Keith-Orpheum Corp. 
1961-1981 RKO-Stanley Warner (Pacific 
Theatres) 
1981-1986 RKO Century Warner Theatres 
1986-1987 Cineplex Odeon 
 

http://www.novia.net/~ereitan/index.html

