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HOLLIS 
Hollis CLOSED ADULT 
191-12 Jamaica 
? 1930-? 1980 
600 seats 
Owners: 
1930 Playhouse Operating Co. 
1935-1969 Prudential Theatres 
This theatre had shown adult films from 
the early 1970ȭÓ ÏÎ×ÁÒÄÓȢ 
 

Island CLOSED 
203-11 
Hollis 
June 18

th
, 1932-? 1964 

600 seats 
Owners: 
1935 Prudential Theatres 
1940-1950 Interboro Circuit  
1961-1964 Associated Prudential Theaters, 
Inc. 

 
 

JAMAICA  

Alden CLOSED 
AKA: Shubert Jamaica, Alden 
165-16 Jamaica 
1930-1981 
1,888 seats 
* December 1928 opened as Shubert's Jamaica, 
a month before the Loew's Valencia opened. 
* Early 1929 closed when everyone went to the 
Valencia instead. 
* October 17th 1930 reopened as Alden 
* Late 1930's Radio-Keith-Orpheum Corp. took it 
over and moved the marquee and entrance to 
*ÁÍÁÉÃÁ !ÖÅÎÕÅȟ ÁÃÒÏÓÓ ÆÒÏÍ ÔÈÅ ,ÏÅ×ȭÓ 
Valencia from 165th St. 
* 1961 taken over by RKO-Stanley Warner 
(Pacific Theatres) 
* 1978-1979 split into 4 cinemas 
* 1981 closed 

 
 

Carlton CLOSED 
AKA: Cort, Werba's Jamaica,  
175-02 Jamaica 
1930-1957 
1,932 seats 
* August 22nd, 1927 opened as Cort 
* September 18th, 1928 Cort sells his lease to 
Louis Werba and renames it Werba's Jamacia 
* 1929 closed. 
* September 1st, 1930 reopened as Carlton by 
Brandt Theaters 
* October 8th, 1931 there was an explosion 
injuring 5 
* 1939 Brandt tried vaudeville but the policy 
flopped. 
* 1944 Brandt Theaters sells it to the Prudential 
Circuit 
* 1957 closed 

 

Cort CLOSED 
AKA: Cort, Werba's Jamaica,  

175-02 Jamaica 
August 22

nd
, 1927-September 1

st
, 1928 

1,932 seats 
See Carlton for more details.   
 

Hillside CLOSED 
90-29 Sutphin 
September 2

nd
, 1926-April 17

th
, 1968 

2,653 seats 
In the "old days," Loew's always took care of its 
theatres, probably better than any other circuit 
in the Greater New York area. Loew's had 
several work crews that made regular tours of all 
the theatres to re-paint, replace or repair 
carpets, fix seats, etcetera. Most theatres had 
both an electrician, who was responsible for all 
the lights and changing the marquees and an 
engineer to run the heating and cooling plants. If 
a light bulb went out in the lobby, the electrician 
had to change it immediately. The engineer had 
to make hourly checks to see that the 
temperature was OK. Theatres also had 
uniformed "porters" with brooms and dustpans 
who kept the floors and front sidewalk tidy. 
After theatres closed at night, work crews came 
in to clean everything, including the restrooms. 

 
 


