
ITHACA  
United States of America|New York|Ithaca 

CORTLAND COUNTY  

CINCINNATUS  
Alhambra CLOSED 

? 1935   
 

CORTLAND  

Airport Drive-In CLOSED 

? 1961-? 1985  
S. J. M. Entertainment Corporation owned 
this drive-in 1980-1985. 
 

Cortland CLOSED 

? 1930-? 1935  
Bloom Amusement Corp. owned this 
theatre in 1930. 
 

Novelty CLOSED 

? 1925  
 

Opera House CLOSED 

? 1925  
 

Plaza OPEN  

Tompkins & Glenwood   
? 1969- 
* Late 1960õs opened with a single screen 
by Cortland Cinema Corp. 
* Late 1970õs 2 cinemas as it is taken over 
by S. J. M. Entertainment Corporation 
* 1988 3 cinemas 
* 1993 4 cinemas 
* By 2000 6 cinemas  

 
 

State CLOSED 

27 N Main  
? 1935-? 1969  
1,733 seats   
Owners: 
1940-1964 Schine Theatres 
1969 Cortland Cinema Corp. 
 

Temple CLOSED 

9 Groton  
? 1925-? 1950  
656 seats   
Owners: 
1930 Bloom Amusement Corp. 
1935-1950 Schine Theatres 
 

HOMER 

Capitol CLOSED 

? 1940-? 1955  
496 seats   
Briskin, Murray owned this theatre 1950-
1955. 
 

Community CLOSED 

? 1930-? 1935  
 

Homer Drive-In CLOSED 

? 1955-? 1985  
Sorkin Enterprises, Ltd owned it in 1975. 
 

MARATHON  

Liberty CLOSED 

? 1935-? 1940  
 

Park CLOSED 

214 E. Main   
? 1945-? 1950  
367 seats    
 

TOMPKINS COUNTY  

DRYDEN 

Dryden Drive-In CLOSED 

? 1950-? 1985  
Cornell Theaters, Inc. owned this drive-in. 
 

ITHACA  

Corona CLOSED 

? 1940-? 1955  
500 seats   
Cornell Theaters, Inc. owned this theatre. 
 

Cinema CLOSED 

? 1969-? 1990 
2 cinemas in the late 1980õs. 
Cornell Theaters, Inc. owned this theatre.  
 

Cinematropolis 1 & 2  OPEN  

171 E State  
1986- 
This is an art cinema, which is owned by the 
owner of the Fall Creek Pictures.   
Seating: 177, 116 Total: 293 

 
 

Cornell Cinema 2 CLOSED 

525 Willard Stright   
? 1990-? 2000  
 

Crescent CLOSED 

? 1930-? 1945  
Berinstein, William, Theatres owned this 
theatre. 
 

Fall Creek Pictures 3  OPEN 

1201 N Tioga  
1986-   

 
 

Ithaca CLOSED 

413 W State  
1940-1988  
600 seats   
2 cinemas in 1981 
Owners: 
1969-1975 Cornell Theaters, Inc. 
1980-1985 S. J. M. Entertainment 
Corporation 

 
 



Ithaca Cinemas OPEN 
AKA: Pyramid Mall Cinemas 
40 Catherwood Rd   
1976- 
* 1976 opened as Pyramid Mall Cinemas 4 
by Theater Management Services 
* Early 1980õs renamed Ithaca Cinemas by 
Cinema Centers Corp. 
* Early 1990õs taken over by Hoytõs 
Cinemas Corporation and expanded to 7 
cinemas 
* 1989 expanded to 8 cinemas 
* By 1998 10 cinemas 
* 2003 taken over by Regal Cinemas 
* July 20th, 2007 relocated in the mall and 
rebuilt with 14 stadium-seating cinemas. 

 

Lakes Car Drive-In CLOSED 
Route 89   
? 1975-? 1985  
Sorkin Enterprises, Ltd owned this drive-in 
in 1975. 
 

Lyceum CLOSED 

310 E. State   
1893-1927  
 

Pyramid Cinemas 6   
AKA: Ithaca Cinemas 
40 Catherwood Rd   
1976-? 1985  
See Ithaca Cinemas listing for more details 
for this cinema. 
 

State LIVE  

117 W State  
1928-1976  
1,818 seats   
Ithaca's State Theatre first opened its doors on 
the evening of December 6, 1928 for a 6 o'clock 
showing of the movie "Show Girl", starring Alice 
White. The organist was Harry Springer and 
admission was 50 cents. Originally not a theatre, 
the building had started out as a security garage 
and automobile showroom in 1915, but this 
business moved out in 1927. 
 
The Berinstein family, owners of several Upstate 
NY theatres, bought the property and hired 
architect Victor Rigaumont to transform the 
structure into a "cinema palace and vaudeville 
hall". This was done at a cost of about half-a-

million dollars. A $26,000 Link organ was 
purchased from Binghamton. Original capacity 
has been described as 1,818 seats. Current 
capacity is 1,626. 
 
The primary style is Collegiate Gothic, a popular 
building design seen on American college 
campuses roughly from about 1900 through the 
1930s. It was meant to emulate that seen at the 
English institutions of higher learning like Oxford 
or Cambridge. This plays out in the State 
auditorium with the addition of colorful heraldry, 
small shields, etc. Additional elements of Moorish 
and even Renaissance design create an intriguing 
mix of styles. Finally, the State was designed as an 
atmospheric theatre. The deep blue ceiling has 
twinkling lights scattered through painted 
constellations. Originally, a cloud machine added 
to the overall effect, perhaps one of watching the 
movie or performance under a dark summer sky 
in a castle courtyard. 
 
After the decline of vaudeville in the 1930s, the 
State operated primarily as a movie theatre. The 
balcony was divided off for a second cinema in 
1976. Condemned in 1997 due to accumulated 
decay, the property was bought by the non-
profit, Historic Ithaca organization in 1998. An 
official reopening was held December 5, 2001. 
Since then, the theatre has been used mainly for 
concerts and other live performances. It has been 
garnering more well-known acts and is once again 
becoming a popular venue in this lively, two-
college town. Revenue helps cover operating 
costs and is funneled back into restoration when 
possible. The project has entered Phase II. A 
dollar-for-dollar matching grant of $150,000 has 
also been awarded to the project by the Save 
America's Treasures (SAT) program. Currently, 
more than half the amount has been raised, with 
a deadline of July 2005. 

 

 
 

Strand CLOSED 

310 E State  
April 23rd, 1917-1976  
1,508 seats   
Owners: 
1930-1945 Berinstein, William, Theatres 
1950-1976 Cornell Theaters, Inc. 
This theatre closed when new cinemas 
opened at the mall. 
 

Temple CLOSED 

Seneca St.  
1928-1976  
900 seats   
Owners: 
1940-1945 Berinstein, William, Theatres 
1950-1976 Cornell Theaters, Inc. 
This theatre closed when new cinemas 
opened at the mall. 
 

Triphammer CLOSED 

Triphammer Mall   
1968-? 1997 
* 1968 opened with one cinema 
* Early 1980õs 2 cinemas 
* 1985 owner: S. J. M. Entertainment 
Corporation 
* 1988 closed 
* Around 1997 reopened with 4 cinemas 
but closed shortly after. It has been 
demolished for a hotel. 

 
 

TRUMANSBURG  

Burg CLOSED 

Hector Av.   
? 1945-? 1950  
340 seats   
 

Cayuga CLOSED 

Hector St.   
? 1945-? 1955  
400 seats   
Owners: 
1945 Berinstein, William, Theatres 
1950 Cornell Theaters, Inc. 
1955 Berinstein, William, Theatres 
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