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CLEVELAND 
CUYAHOGA COUNTY 

CLEVELAND 
79th Street   
? 1925   
 

Ace 
119th & Kinsman 
1948-1949 

 
 

Abby  

15511 Waterloo  
? 1940-1949  
750 seats  

 
 

Adonis Theatre   
1273 W. 9th St. 
1970õs  
This was a male adult cinema 

 
 

Adult Cinema and Bookstore 
10520 Euclid 
1969-? 1972 
The Plain Dealer stopped accepting ads 
for adult cinemas 1972 -1978. 

 
 

Alhambra  

10403 Euclid  
1915-1969 
1,200 seats  
Owners: 
1919-1922, -1935-1938 Loewõs 
1940-1941 RKO 
1955 Co-operative Theatres of Ohio 
(Booking and Buying Agency) 
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Allen    
1407 Euclid in the Playhouse Square 
district.   
April 1 st, 1921-1968  
3,009 seats  
The ALLEN THEATRE, 1501 Euclid Ave., 
opened on 1 Apr. 1921. It joined the Ohio, 
State, and Hanna theaters, which had 
debuted only weeks before. The Allen was 
constructed in conjunction with the Bulkley 
Bldg., an 8-story office building on Euclid 
Ave., just east of E. 14th St. Designed by 
architect C. Howard Crane, the $1 million 
showplace was developed by 2 Canadian 
theater impresarios, Jules and Jay Allen of 
Toronto.  
 
An ornate lobby le d to a pillared Italian 
Renaissance rotunda, its dome 33' high. The 
balcony seating area was reached from 
another domed entrance hall, while yet a 
third dome graced the main arena. 
Altogether, the Allen could seat 3,003 in 
opulent surroundings. Because the Allen 
brothers were not affiliated with a major 
motion-picture circuit, they experienced 
difficulty in securing first -run features.  
 
In. 1923 Loewõs took it over when Famous 
Players of Canada took over all the Allen 
chain in Canada. In 1932 RKO took over. In 
1949 Warner Bros. joined in the theater's 
management, and finally, in 1953 Stanley -
Warner Theatres assumed the lease. Despite 
the expenditure of $500,000 in 1961 to 
renovate the Allen, diminishing audiences 
led to Stanley -Warner's decision to close the 
theater on 5 Mar. 1968.  
 
Although the Allen hosted some of the 
earliest events in the campaign to restore 
Cleveland's PLAYHOUSE SQUARE, it was 
nearly lost amid the subsequent festivities 
surrounding the reopening of its 3 
neighbors, the OHIO THEATER, STATE 
THEATER, and PALACE THEATER. For several 
years it housed a restaurant in its lobby, but 
demolition had already begun in Jan. 1993, 
when the Playhouse Square Assn. signed a 
long-term lease to preserve the Allen as 
part of its downtown theater complex.  

 

 
 

Almira   

3236 W 105th St  
1927-1952 
950 seats 
Owners: 
1945 Co-operative Theatres of Ohio 
(Booking and Buying Agency) 
1950 Selected Theaters Company (Co-
Op) 

 
 

Ambassador  
12416 Superior  
1926-1951 
950 seats  
Owners: 
1945 Schultz, Nate (Co-Op) 
1950 Selected Theaters Company (Co-
Op) 

 
 

Amphion  
W. 25th & Walton 
1918-1927 
Washington Circuit owned it 1921 -1927. 
 

Angela 
9107 Buckeye Road 
1918-1919 

 
 

Arion  

Kingsman Road 
1924-? 1945  
500 seats  
Owners: 
1927-1928 Washington Circuit  
1930 Deutsch & Shenker 
1935 Belle Amusement Company 
1940 Kaplin Circuit  
 

Astor  
8405 Hough  
1927-1966 
999 seats  
Washington Theatres Circuit owned this 
theatre . 
 

Atlas 
St. Clair & Hayden 
1918-1919 
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Auto Drive-In  
11395 Brookpark Rd  
1947-1988  
Owners: 
1980 National Drive-Ins 
1985 National Theatres  

 

 
 

Avalon  

4134 E 105th st  
May 28th, 1938-1965 
1,580 seats  

 
 
 

Ball Park 
6900 Lexington 
1918-1921 
 

Bijou Dream 
430 Euclid 
1915-1916 
 

Blue Bijou 
2006 Prospect 
1982-1983 
This was an adult cinema.  

 
 

Bohemia  
? 1930  
 

Boulevard  
8904 Lorian 
1923-1925, ? 1930  

 
 

Broadvue   
4172 Pearl  
January 16th, 1927-1987 
1,700 seats  
Owners: 
1935 Schine Circuith 
1945 Gross, Frank, Circuit 
1950 Frankroy Company (Co-Op) 
1955-1969 Associated Theatres 
(Cleveland) 
Adult movies from 1969 until the early 
1980õs. Ads for this cinema stopped in 
1972. 

 

 
 

Broadway  
? 1930  
350 seats  
 

Carlyon 
At 124th St. 
1918-? 1950 
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Cameo  

Euclid St. between 8 th & 9th. 
1925-1940 
1,176 seats  
Loewõs & Skirball Brothers Circuit  
owned this theatre, Listed in the 
Loewõs Column 1927-1931 

 
 

Camera  
? 1925-? 1930  
Listed in the Film Daily Yearbook, but 
there is no Plain Dealer listing for this 
theatre.  
 

Canal Road Drive-In  
Canal Road at E. 49th St. 
July 25th, 1963-1976 
1,100 cars and two auditoriums of 250 
seats each.  

 

 
 

Capitol    
1400 W 65th St  
1921-1981, October 3 rd, 2009-  
1,300 seats  
Owners: 
1925-1930 Ohio Amusement Company 
1935-1955 Associated Theatres 
(Cleveland) 
2009- Cleveland Cinemas 
This theatre was opened by Toronto's 
Allen circuit  (but not listed as an Allen 
in the listings from the Plain Dealer) .  It 
reopened in 2009 with the balcony split 
into two cinemas.  

 
 

Carlyon 
Superior & 124th.  
1918-1925 
 

Carter   

2071 E 9th St  
1933-1959 
1,398 seats  
Community Circuit Theaters  owned this 
theatre . 

 
 

Case Western University 
Cinema  
University circle  
? 1990- 
 

Castle 
7205 Wade Park 
1918-1924 
 

Cedar  
7502 Cedar  
1916-? 1950  
750 seats  
This was an Afro-American theatre. 
Listings stopped in the Plain Dealer 
from 1924 onwards.  
Owners: 
1930 Universal Chain Theatrical 
Entertainment Inc.  
1945 Gross, Frank, Circuit 

 

 
 

Center Mayfield   

3911 Mayfield  
September 3rd, 1936-? 1996 
1,400 seats  
Cleveland Cinemas owned it 1986-
closing. 

 

 
 

Century  
? 1961-? 1969  
Modern Theatres owned this theatre  
1964-1969. 
No listings in the Plain Dealer for this 
cinema, but found in the International 
Motion Picture Almanac.  
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Cinema  
AKA: Lake, Esquire 
1628 Euclid 
1928-1930  

 
 

Cinemark 24 at Valleyview  
& XD   
6001 Canal  
1999- 
Cinemark owns this cinema, the largest 
in the Cleveland area. It has the same 
design as the Cinemark at Legacy in 
Plano, TX. An XD screen was added in 
2010. 

 
 

Circle  

10210 Euclid  
1921-1958 
1,975 seats  
Owners: 
1928-1938 Loewõs 
1940-1950 Community Circuit Theaters  

 
 

Circle Adult Theatre  
10550 Euclid 
1971-? 1972 
Ads for this cinema stopped in 1972.  

 
 

Circus Maximus   
AKA: University, Performing Arts, P. A. T., Pussycat Cinex  

10606 Euclid 
? 1975 
This was an adult cinema.  
 

City 
Superior St. opposite the Cleveland 
Hotel 
1938-1939 
This was an art cinema.  

 
 

Clark  
1937-? 1945  

 
 

Clark-National  
Clark Av. 
? 1935  
495 seats  
Listed in the Film Daily Yearbook, but 
there is no Plain Dealer listing for this 
theatre.  
 

Cleveland  
? 1910-? 1930  
Washington Theatres Circuit owned this 
theatre . Mostly live performances.  
 

Cleveland Cinema 6 

? 1998  
 

Cleveland Cinematheque 2  
11141 East Blvd 
http://www.cia.edu/campuslife/cinem
atheque/default.asp   
1985- 

 
 

Cleveland Science Center 
IMAX   
? 1998- 

 
 

Climate òXó 
2528 Lorain 
1971-? 1972 
This was an adult cinema.  

 
 

Colonial 
? 1909-1915 
Mostly live performances.  
 

http://www.cia.edu/campuslife/cinematheque/default.asp
http://www.cia.edu/campuslife/cinematheque/default.asp
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Colony  
AKA: Shaker Square Cinemas 
13116 Shaker Square  
December 27th, 1937-1972, 1974- ? 
1991 
1,523 seats  
Owners: 
1940-1953 Warner Brothers 
1953-1961 Stanley Warner 
1961-1975 RKO-Stanley Warner (Pacific 
Theatres) 
5 Cinemas by 1999 
Taken over by Cleveland Cinemas in 
2000 and renamed Shaker Square 
Cinemas 6. The winner of the Plain 
Dealerõs naming contest cut the ribbon 
for the opening.  

 

 
 

Columbia 
St. Clair & 25 th. 
1919-1920 

 
 

Commodore  

15208 Lakeshore 
1927-1972 
1,781 seats  

 

 
 

Concessions  
? 1961-? 1969  
Modern Theatres owned this theatre  
1964-1969 
No Plain Dealer listing for this cinema.  
 

Continental    
13931 Euclid 
December 25th, 1957-1977 
Art Theatre Guild  owned this theatre , 
which was one of those òartó theatre 
that switched over to adult movie. It 
had switched back to art movies in 
1975-1977 so it could be listed in the 
Plain Dealer.  

 

 
 

Corlett   

12711 Miles  
1920-1951 
900 seats  
Gusdavovic Circuit (booked by Co-Op) 
owned this theatre  1930-1950. It is now 
a church. 

 
 

Corona 
E. 8th St. & Prospect 
Downtown 
1915-1916 

 
 

Cozy 
Lorain & Clark 
1918-1925 

 
 

Crawford  
14704 St. Clair 
1918-1921 
Ohio Amusement Company owned this 
theatre . 

 
 

Crown  

105 & Columbia  
1916-1927, 1939-1949 
500 seats  
Owners: 
1935 Belle Amusement Company 
1940 Kaplin Circuit  
1950 Co-operative Theatres of Ohio 
(Booking and Buying Agency) 
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Denison Square  
3822 W 25th St. 
1916-1964 
784 seats  
Owners: 
1935-1930 Ohio Amusement Company 
1935-1950 Associated Theatres 
(Cleveland) 

 
 

Denmark 
AKA: Lorain 

4601 Lorain 
1970-1971 
This was an adult cinema.  

 
 

Deucan 
8437 Broadway 
1918-1919 

 
 

Doan  

10402 St. Clair  
1915-1952 
1,325 seats  
Owners: 
1919-1932 Loewõs (listed in the Loewõs 
colum starting in 1928.  
1935-1940 Associated Theatres 
(Cleveland) 
1945-1950 Warner Brothers 
This was rebuilt in 1919 and 1925.  

 
 

Dome 
Superior & 55th.  
1918-1919 

 
 

Duchess 
Euclid & 57th.  
1913-1916 
 

Eclair  

7606 St. Clair  
1918-1954 
520 seats  
Co-operative Theatres of Ohio (Booking 
and Buying Agency) owned this theatre 
in 1950 
Éclair means Light in French.  

 
 

Embassy  
701 Euclid  
October 16th, 1938-December 1st, 1977  
1,242 seats  
Community Circuit Theaters owned this 
theatre.  

 

 
 

Empire 
? 1909-1915 

 
 

Empress  
? 1925  
Listed in the Film Daily Yearbook, but 
there is no Plain Dealer listing for this 
theatre.  
 

Enjoy-U 
7700 Lake 
1918-1921 

 
 

Erie  

Woodland Av. 
? 1935-? 1945  
450 seats  
 

Eros 
2006 Prospect 
1970-1971 
This was an adult cinema.  

 
 

Esquire  
AKA: Cinema, Lake 
1717 Euclid  
1948-1951 
714 seats  
Community Circuit Theaters  owned this 
theatre.  
 

Essick  
? 1925  
Listed in the Film Daily Yearbook, but 
there is no Plain Dealer listing for this 
theatre.  
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Euclid  

16359 Euclid  
? 1920-1952 
1,000 seats  
Owners: 
1935 Scoville, Essick & Reif 
1930 Community Theater Company 
1935-1950 Community Circuit Theaters  

 
 

Euclid  
April 20 th, 1919-1921 
9th & Euclid 
Thanks to C. Walczak for info for this 
theatre.  

 
 

Euclid-Beach  

15600 Lakeshore  
1925-? 1935  

 
 

Ezella  

7007 Superior  
1919-1967 
1,400 seats  
Owners: 
1922-1945 Scoville, Essick & Reif 
1950-1964 Modern Theaters 
This is now a church. 

 

 
 

Fairmount   

20601 Fairmont  
1942-1961 
1,624 seats  
Community Circuit Theaters owned this 
theatre in 1950.  

 
 

Fairyland  
1884 W. 25th St. 
1915-1925  
Ohio Amusement Company owned this 
theatre.  

 
 

Family  
AKA: Orpheum, Roxy 

1882 E. 9th St. 
1907-1913 
* 1907 opened as Family Theatre 
* 1909 started to show movies 
* 1913 renamed Orpheum 
* 1929 closed 
* 1931 reopened as Roxy as a burlesque 
house with Phil Silvers, Red Buttons 
and others performing here.  
* 1945 owner: *co 
* 1956 renovated 
* 1968-1977 the Roxy alternated 
between live shows and adult movies  
* November 6th. 1977 closed 
 

Family  

Quincy St. 
19250-1921, ? 1945  
350 seats  
Deutsch & Shenker owned this theatre.  
 




