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BELLEFONTAINE 
United States of America|Ohio|Bellefontaine  

CHAMPAIGN COUNTY  

MECHANICSBURG 
Frances   
30 S. Main St. 
? 1945-? 1950  
418 seats  
Chakeres Theaters, Inc. owned this 
theatre. 
 

Rainbow   
? 1925-? 1955  
 

NORTH 
LEWISBURG 

New  
? 1940-? 1950  
 

ST. PARIS 
Gem  
? 1935-? 1950  
 

URBANA  

Champagin Drive -In   
? 1975-? 1990  
Chakeres Theaters, Inc. owned this 
theatre 1985-1990. 
 

Cliffard   
? 1925-? 1945  
 

Gloria   
AKA: Urbana Cinema I & II  
216 S. Main 
? 1945-1968  
858 seats  
Chakeres Theaters, Inc. owned this 
theatre. 

 
 

Lyric   
? 1925-? 1950  
443 seats  
Chakeres Theaters, Inc. owned this 
theatre in 1950.  
 

Salem Auto Drive -In   
? 1955-? 1969  
Theater Owners Corp. owned this 
drive -in in 1955.  
 

Urbana Cinema I & II    
216 S. Main 
1968- 
Chakeres Theaters, Inc. owns this 
cinema. 

 
 

LOGAN COUNTY  

BELLE CENTER 
Belle Center Drive-In   
? 1955-? 1975  
 

Family Drive -In   
? 1985   
 

New Drive -In   
? 1955-? 1980  
 

BELLEFONTAINE  

Bellefontaine   
? 1920   
1,400 seats  
 

Bellefontaine  8   
888 E. Sandusky 
1996- 
Chakeres Theaters, Inc. owns this 
cinema. 

 
 

Bellefontaine  Drive-In   
? 1950-? 1975  
 

Court   
? 1935-? 1945  
 

Holland    
125 E. Columbus 
http://www.thehollandtheatre.org/   
1931-1998 
5 cinemas in 1976 
Owners: 
1931-1966 Schine Circuit  
1966-1969 Panther Theatre 
Corporation   
This theatre is being restored.  

 
 

Majestic   
? 1920-? 1925  
 

Opera House  
? 1925-? 1925  
 

Strand  
? 1920-? 1950  
480 seats  
Schine Circuit  owned this theatre  
1935-1950. 
 

DEGRAFF 

Degraff  
? 1925  
 

http://www.thehollandtheatre.org/
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Jewel  
? 1935  
 

Roxy  

116 S. Main 
? 1940-? 1950  
200 seats  
 

LAKEVIEW  

Indianola   
? 1935  
 

Midway Drive -In   
? 1961-? 1975  
 

RUSSELLS POINT 
East Lake Drive-In   
? 1950-? 1964 
 

Indian Lake   
? 1955  
Co-operative Theatres of Ohio (Booking 
and Buying Agency)  owned this 
theatre. 
 

WEST LIBERTY 
Rainbow   
? 1925  
 

WEST 
MANSFIELD  

Grand  
? 1940-? 1950  
275 seats  
 

SHELBY COUNTY 

NEW HOUSTON  
New Popular   
? 1925  
 

SIDNEY  

Auto Vue Drive -In   
? 1961- 

 
 

Capitol   

103 Main  
? 1940-? 1950  
390 seats  
Warner Brothers owned this theatre . 
 

Ohio   
AKA: Sidney 1, 2 & 3  
120 W. Poplar 
? 1930-? 1955  
Owners: 
1935-1953 Warner Brothers 
1953-1955 Stanley Warner  
 

Sidney 1, 2 & 3  
AKA: Ohio  
120 W. Poplar 
? 1980-2004  
The theatre closed due to the youth 
curfew at 10pm on weekends  
Seating: 300, 90, 90 
Chakeres Theaters, Inc. owned this 
theatre. 

 

Sidney Drive -In   
? 1950-? 1975  
Chakeres Theaters, Inc. owned this 
drive -in 1961-1975. 
 

UNION COUNTY  

FRANKFORT 

Frankfort   
? 1945-? 1955  
210 seats  
 

MARYSVILLE  

Avalon   
AKA: Marysville Cinemas 3  
121 S. Main 
? 1940-? 1955  
510 seats  
Co-operative Theatres of Ohio (Booking 
and Buying Agency)  owned this theatre  
1945-1950. 
 

Marysville Cinemas 3   

121 S. Main 
http://www. marysvillecinema.com/   
? 2005-December 2009 

 
 

Marysville Drive -In   
? 1961-? 1980  
 

Strand   

E.5th St. 
? 1935-? 1955  
250 seats  
Owners: 
1935 Price Theaters Company (Ohio) 
1945-1950 Co-operative Theatres of 
Ohio (Booking and Buying Agency)  
 

MILFORD CENTER 
Family   
? 1945  
 

Lux-Mar   
State St. 
? 1945-? 1950  
172 seats  
 

RICHWOOD  

Union Opera House   
? 1935-? 1955  

300 seats   

http://www.marysvillecinema.com/
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CELINA 
CELINA COUNTY  

ANSONIA  
Wayne  
? 1935  
 

ARCANUM  

Ritz   
George St. 
? 1935-? 1950  
149 seats  
 

GREENVILLE 

National   
? 1925  
 

Ohio   
? 1935-? 1940  
 

Speedway Auto Drive -In    
Eidson Road south of town and 
fairgrounds  
? 1950-? 1985  
400 cars  

 
 

State  

Main St.  
? 1930-? 1980  
638 seats  
Chakeres Theaters, Inc. owned this 
theatre. 
 

Strand  
? 1930  
 

Wayne   

540 S. Broadway 
? 1925- 
400 seats  
2 cinemas by 1990 
Owners: 
1955 Theater Owners Corp. 
2000- Teicher Theaters 

 
 

NEW MADISON  
Madison   
? 1945-? 1950  
180 seats  
 

PIKESVILLE 

Pikesville Drive -In   
? 1950  
 

VERSAILLES 

Opera House  

Main St.  
? 1935-? 1955  
300 seats  
 

MERCER COUNTY 

CASSELLO 

Starlight Drive -In  

? 1950  
 

CELINA  

Celina   
116 N. Main  
? 1950-? 1980  
Expansions: 
2 cinemas in the early 1980õs 
5 cinemas in 1992 
Chakeres Theaters, Inc. owns this 
theatre. 

 

Dwyer   
? 1950   
 

Fayette  
? 1925-? 1945  
 

Ideal  
? 1925  
 

Lake  
105 S. Main 
? 1930-? 1955  
300 seats  
Chakeres Theaters, Inc. owned this 
theatre 1950-1955. 
 

Lake Drive -In   
8477 State Route 703 
? 1955- 
400 cars  
Season is Late May to Early August 3 
days a week. It is owned by Chakeres 
Theaters, Inc. 
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Ohio   

W. Market  
? 1935-? 1955  
271 seats  
Theater Owners Corp. owned this 
theatre in 1955.  
 

COLDWATER 

Columbia   
2nd & Walnut  
? 1930-? 1950  
400 seats  
Coldwater Amusement Company 
owned this theatre in 1930.  
 

FORT RECOVERY 
Royal  
? 1930-? 1950  
189 seats  
Coldwater Amusement Company 
owned this theatre in 1930.  
 

MARIA STEIN  
Starlight Drive -In   
? 1975-? 1995  
 

MENON  

Town Hall   
? 1930  
Coldwater Amusement Company 
owned this theatre.  
 

ROCKFORD 

Princess  
? 1935  
 

Rockford   
? 1940-? 1950  
187 seats  
 

State  
? 1940-? 1950  
185 seats  
 

ST. HENRYS 
Starlite Auto   
? 1950-? 1998  
300 cars  
 

PREBLE COUNTY 

CAMDEN  

Dover  

93 S. Main 
? 1940-? 1955  
275 seats  
 

Majestic   
17 N. Main  
? 1935-? 1950  
208 seats  
 

Mozart   
? 1930  
 

State  
? 1945  
 

COLLEGE 
CORNER 

College Corner  
? 1935  
 

EATON  

Cinema 35 Drive-In   
? 1980-? 1985  
 

Cruise-In   
? 1950-? 1975  
400 cars  
Hudson Theatres Company owned this 
drive -in in 1964.  
 

Eaton  

127 N. Barron St. 
? 1950  
384 seats  
 

Gale  
? 1940  
 

Gen  
? 1935  
 

James  
Barron & Summers St. 
? 1950-? 1955  
470 seats  
 

Majestic   
? 1925   
 

Star  
? 1925-? 1945  
 

LEWISBURG 

Lyric   

Main St.  
? 1940-? 1950  
290 seats  
Manos Amusement Company owned 
this theatre in 1950.  
 

NEW WESTVILLE 
James Auto  
? 1955-? 1961  
575 cars  
 

Westville Drive -In  
? 1961-? 1985  
Owners: 
1961-1964 Hudson Theatres Company 
1980 *ke 
 

WEST 
ALEXANDRIA  

Look  
? 1945-? 1950  
150 seats  
 

Savoy  
? 1940 
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DAYTON AREA 
MONTGOMERY COUNTY  

DAYTON  
Alhambra  
AKA: Cinema X  
2100 (odd) block of E. 3 rd St. 
1912-1970  
532 seats  
* 1912 opened, the owner was arrested 
for opening on a Sunday.  
* 1969 sold to Cinema X International 
and renamed Cinema X in 1970 and 
switched to adult movies.  
* 1979 and 1981 sold to new owners.  
* July 1999 closed by the city  
* 2002 demolished  
 

Ames  

4215 N. Main  
1949-1986 
2 cinemas  in the late 1970õs. 
Loewõs owned this theatre 1966-1986 

 
 

Amuse-Us  
? 1925  
 

Annex   
AKA: Hippodrome  
32 E. 4th St. 
1909-1913 
 

Apollo   
AKA: Little Playhouse  
28 S. Main 
1913-1936  
200 seats  
In 1923, this was the first theatre in 
Dayton to sell popcorn.  
 

Art    
1924 Wayne Ave 
1942-2001 
Two cinemas in the early 1970õs.  
The Art Theatre Guild from 
Scottsdale,AZ owned this cinema. It 
had shown adult movies.  
 

Atlas   
1808 W. 3rd St. 
1930-1931 
* 1915 opened as Peoples 
* 1928 closed 
* 1930 renamed Atlas  
* 1931 renamed Mills  
* 1939 renamed Park 
* 1957 closed 
 

Auditorium   
AKA: State 
32 E 40th St  
1908-? 1920  
 

B. F. Keith's  
AKA: Gayety, Liberty, Colonial  

141 S. Ludlow  
1924-1928  
See Colonial for more details.  
 

Belemont  
? 1955  
 

Belmont Drive -In   

2060 County Line Road 
1947-1997  
868 cars  
Chakeres Theaters, Inc. owned this 
drive -in 1990-1997. 

 
 

Bijou Dream   

15 E. 5th St. 
1907-1913  
 

Cinema Center 1 & 2  

9090 W. Miamisburg Centerville Rd. 
1975-1983  
* December 1975 opened by Bob Mills 
to compete with the Charkers twin at 
the Dayton Mall.  
* 1978 Mills runs into cashflow 
troubles.  
* 1979 sold to Chakeres Theaters, Inc.  
* February 1983 closed  
Michael Jackson attended a movie 
here. 
 

Cinema International    
205 S Ludlow St  
? 1970-? 1975  
This was an adult cinema.  
 

Cinema North   
AKA: Fox Northwest Plaza  
3375 W Siebenthaler Ave  
1978-1984  
* 1967 opened by Fox Eastern Theatres 
(National General Cinemas) as Fox 
Northwest  
*1973 sold to Mann Theatre s 
Corporation of California  
* 1975 sold to Chakeres Theaters, Inc. 
and renamed Cinema North. A 
beautiful huge, real crystal chandelier 
was added to the lobby  
* 1978 split into 2 cinemas  
* 1984 3 more screens are added in the 
back 
* 1988 National Amusements  buys it  
* September 1998 closed 

 

 
 

Cinema South   
? 1975-? 1985  
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Cinema X   
AKA: Alhambra  
205 S Ludlow St  
1970-1990  
532 seats  
See Alhambra for more details  
 

Classic  
817 W 5th St  
1927-1959  
599 seats  
This is the first theatre in the U. S. to be 
buil t, managed and operated by Afro -
Americans, who were discouraged from 
attending the downtown theatres.  
It closed in 1959 and demolished in 1991.  

 

Colonial   
AKA: Liberty, Gayety, B. F. Keith`s  
141 S. Ludlow  
1912-1964  
1,714 seats  
* November 12th, 1912 opene d by 
Edward W. Hanley  
* 1915 the vaudeville policy was 
replaced by "photo plays". It is bought 
out by Keith's  
* 1921 renamed Liberty  
* 1923 renamed Gayety 
* 1924 renamed B. F. Keith's  
* September 22nd, 1928 Dayton's first 
talking movie shown and the theatre 
renamed Colonial again  
* 1930 became part of Radio-Keith -
Orpheum  
* 1961 became part of RKO-Stanley 
Warner (Pacific Theatres) after a 
merger. 
* 1964 closed and sold to St. John's 
Lutheran church, which had it 
demolished.  

 
 

Columbia   

117 W Jefferson  
1914-1959  
864 seats  
Marcus Enterprises owned this theatre 
in 1950.  

 
 

Da Bel  
Smithville/Wayne  
April 22 nd, 1947-1992  
948 seats  
Cinerama installed on May 28th, 1963.  
Mid -States Theaters, Inc owned this 
theatre. 

 
 

Dabel Drive-In   
? 1985  
 

Dale  

1937 N Main  
? 1940-? 1955  
976 seats  
Owners: 
1945 White, Maurice  
1950-1955 Mid -States Theaters, Inc 

 
 

Davue  

2661 Salem  
? 1955-? 1961  
914 seats  
Mid -States Theaters, Inc owned this 
theatre. 
 

Da-Vue Drive -In   
? 1945-? 1950  
White, Maurice owned this dr ive-in in 
1945. 
 

Dayton  
AKA: Loewõs 
125 N. Main  
1918-1930  
2,208 seats  
Loewõs took it over in 1920. See Loewõs 
for more information.  
 

Dayton East Drive-In   

2700 Valley St 
1942-1982  
700 cars  

 
 

Dayton Mall Cinema   

2700 Miamisburg -Centerville Rd  
1969-2001 
Expansions: 
1969 Single cinema 
1972 Cinema I & II  
1979 Cinema I, II, III & IV  
1984 Cinema 1-8 
1993 Cinema I, V, VI, VII, VIII (5)  
2000 One cinema 
2001 closed 
Owners: 
1969-1985 Chakeres Theaters, Inc. 
1990-2001 National Amusements  
 

Dayton West Drive-In   

6500 W Third St  
1946-1964  
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Dixie Drive -In   

6201 N. Dixie 
http://www.dixietwin.com/   
? 1961- 
2 screens in 2002 

 

 
 

East  
? 1925  
 

Eastwood  
? 1925-? 1945  
280 seats  
 

Edgemont  
? 1935  
200 seats  
 

Elite   

417 Troy  
? 1925-? 1950  
800 seats  
 

Far Hills   

2532 Far Hills  
? 1940-? 1955  
575 seats  
 

Federation  
520 Xenia  
? 1930-? 1955  
600 seats  
Semeleoth Theater Circuit owned this 
theatre 1935-1950. 

 
 

Fountain Cinemas Twin   
? 2001-? 2002  
180 seats  
2 cinemas of 90 seats each. 
 

Fox Northwest Plaza  
AKA: Cinema North  
3375 W Siebenthaler Ave  
1967-1978  
Owners: 
1967-1973 Fox Eastern Theatres 
(National General Cinemas) 
1973-1978 Mann Theatres Corporation 
of California  
 

Gayety  
AKA: Liberty, B. F. Keithõs, Colonial  
141 S. Ludlow  
1923-1924  
 

Grand  
AKA: Jewel 
22 S. Jefferson 
1907-1908  
 

Grand  

603 E 5th St  
? 1935-? 1955  
300 seats  
 

Greenville   
? 1925  
 

Hippodrome   
AKA: Annex  
32 E. 4th St. 
1913-1914 
 

Ideal  
33 E 4th St  
1913-1944  
300 seats  
 

Jewel  
AKA: Grand   
22 S. Jefferson 
1908-1913  
 

Keith's   

44 W. 4th St.  
Nov 27th, 1922-1967  
2,714 seats  
 

Kon-Tiki  
AKA: Salem Avenue Cinemas  
4100 Salem  
1968-? 1985  
2 cinemas in the early 1970õs. 
 

Liberty   
AKA: Colonial, B. F. Keithõs, Gayety 
141 S. Ludlow  
1921-1923  
 

Little Playhouse  
AKA: Apollo   
28 S. Main 
1936-1941  
200 seats  
 

Loew's  
AKA: Dayton   
125 N. Main  
1930-1972  
2,208 seats  
* May 4th, 1918 opened as Dayton  
* 1920 taken over by Loewõs 
* 1930-1972 known as Loew's 
* 1972 taken over by the owners of the 
Victory theatre and became a concert 
hall called Palace. 
* 1975 closed and demolished for a 
office complex which was to have a 
twin cinema but as of 2008 remains a 
parking lot.  

 
 

Lyceum   
AKA: Lyceum  

138 S. Main 
1909-1920 
 

Lyric   
AKA: Mayfair, Opera House , Park 
22 E. 5th St. 
1906-1934  
 

Majestic   
? 1920  
 

Mayfair   
AKA: Lyric, Opera House, Park  
22 E. 5th St. 
1934-1968  
300 seats  
* March 12th, 1877 opened as Opera 
House 
* 1889 renamed Park 
* 1906 renamed Lyric  
* 1934 renamed Mayfair and shown a 
mix of movi es and burlesque. 
* 1968 closed 
* January 19th, 1969 burned  
 

http://www.dixietwin.com/

