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PHILADELPHIA COUNTY

PHILADELPHIA

20th Century
N 23rd St & W Master St
1909

20th Century
4314 Frankford
1909

20th Century
1643 N 27th St
1914

20th Century
4258 Main
1909-1914

24th Street

24th St. & Brown

1928-1931

Warner Brothers owned this cinema.

29th St Palace

aka: North Penn, Penn

2351 N. 29th St.
1910-1925

333

333 Market St

1912-1955

956 seats

Warner Brothers Theaters corp.owned
this theatre 1930-1950.

36th St.
? 1945
Pizor owned this cinema.

42nd Street
1915

48th Street
1921

56th Street

Delancy & 56" St.

1916-1964

983 seats

Owners:

1920 Stanley Theatres Company
1940 Goldman

1950 Pizor

PHILADELPHIA

58th Street

58th st

?1920-? 1925

Stanley Company owned this theatre.

60th Street

456 N. 60th St.

1929-1957

Opened in 1912 as Haverford.

- “a

61street Drive-In
3201 S. 61th St.

? 1980-? 1985

Budco owned this drive-in.

69th Street

69th/Market

?1925-? 1945

1,700 seats

Owners:

1930 Nixon-Nirdlinger Theaters

1945 Warner Brothers Theaters corp.

Aarde Cinema
21975-? 1980

Abbe Art Cinema

AKA: Cedar

60th and Cedar

?1965-? 1980

In 1965 This theatre was renamed Abbe
Art cinema from Cedar, so it cound be
in first place in the newspapers. In the
Early 1970's it lost the spot to Aarde
Cinema.

ABC Theatre
3321

Chestnut
1914-1919

Ace

AKA: Holiday Art

Frankford & Kensington
1922-1963

800 seats

* 1922 opened as Ace

* 1940 renovated

*1940-1963 owned by Pizor

* 1963 renamed Holiday Art and
switched to adult movies

* 2006 converted into an strip club
* 2007 closed

Adelphi
1453 52M
1922-1965

483 seats
This is row a church. It was owned by
Affiliated Theaters Circuit in 1945.

Admiral
2806 N 5th St
1928-1976
1,340 seats
This theatre, which was owned by Ellis
1945-1961 is now a church.

et » LA™ 20

Airport
AKA: EIm
7032 ElImwood
1922-1962
565 seats



Airport Drive-In
Essington Avenue at Airport Circle
?19%1-? 1975

Alcazar
58/Woodland
1922-1925

Alden

3641 Midvale Ave
1932-1968

700 seats

Aldine

1386 Chestnut

1921-? 19%0

1,207 seats

Warner Brothers Theaters corp.owned
this theatre.

* 1921 opened as Aldine

* 1925 owned by Stanley Company

* 1930-1950 owned by Warner Brothers
* 1954 closed and reopened as Viking
* Mid 1960's closed

* Late 1960's reopened as Cinema 19
* Mid 1970's taken over by Sameric
twinned it and renamed it Sam's Place
Twin

* 1988 taken over by United Artists

* 1998 closed

Alexanders
N 27th St & W Cumberland St
1911-1914

Alhambra

1628 Passyunk

1910-1961

1,449 seats

Warner Brothers Theaters corp.owned
thistheatreu nt i | the ear|l

Allegheny

3141 Frankford

1912-1956

2,410 seats

Stanley Company andWarner Brothers
Theaters corp.owned this theatre. It was
renovated in 1926.

Allegheny
N 25th St & W Allegheny Ave
1914-1960

Allen

1209 Chelten

? 1924-? 1%4

owners:

1930 Rovner and Handle
1945-1955 Pizor Circuit

Alma
Kensington Ave & E Ontario St
?1914-? 1914

Ambassador

5542 Baltimore

?1921-? 1960

975 seats

Oowners:

1930 Nixon-Nirdlinger Theaters
1950 Greenfield, William 1., Theaters

ol

Amber
? 1905-2 125

American

AKA: Astor
722 W. Girard
1911-? 1920

Andorra

9100 Ridge

1964-2003

* 1964 opened by William Goldman
* 1973 sold to Budco

* Late 1976 twinned

* 1984 4 cinemas

* 1985 6 cinemas

* Mid 1986 taken over by AMC
* Mi inemas

X Jagujg?r%OS(?h{,%ZréOOS closed and
demolished for a health club.

Apex
51st/Haverford
? 1980-? 1985
464 seats

Apollo

1311 Market St

1969-? 1995

* 1911 opened as Family

* 1931 renovated with 547 seats.

* Early 1930's this theatre was already
being described as an grind house.

* 1950's opened all night. The Shore
Patrol declared it off limits to Naval
personnel.

* 1969 the police department found
weapons stashed around the auditorium
as well as large qualities of food and
empty bottles after a murder occurred.
* 1969 renamed Apollo and switched to
adult movies

* Late 1990's closed and demolished for
the convention center.

Apollo

1237 N 52nd st

? 1975

1,000 seats

Hallmark Releasing Corp. owned this
theatre in 1975.

Arcade
232 N Eighth St
1909-1917

Arcade
5226 Market St
1914-1918

Arcadia

AKA: Ericds
1529 Chestnut
1915-1978

630 seats
Owners:
1920-1925 Stanley Theatre Company
1930 Warner Brothers

1961 NorriiAmusement Company
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Arch Street Opera House
AKA: Park, Trocadero

1003 Arch

1870-1879

* 1870 opened as Arch Street Opera
House

* 1872 burned and rebuilt

* 1879 renamed Park

* 1883 Another fire gutted the theater
and rebuilt

* 1889-1893 renamed many times

* Around 1990 renamed Trocadero

* Early 1940's switched to a burlesque
policy

* Late 1970's restored

Now a concert hall with movies on
Monday nights.

Ardmore
? 1975
Budco Goldman owned this theatre.

Art

? 1969-? 1980

Hirsh Amusement Co.owned this
theatre.

Astor

AKA: American

722 W. Girard

? 195-? 1985

1,464 seats

Owners:

1930-1953 Warner Brothers Theaters
corp.

1953-1961 Stanley Warner
1961-1975 RKO Stanley Warner
Opened in 1911 as American.

Auditorium

219 N 8th st

1909-1969

416 seats

Warner Brothers Theaters corp.owned
this theatre in 1950.

Auditorium
2618 Germantown
1908-1914

Auditorium
1097 Germantown
1911-1914

Auditorium
1628 Federd
1911

Aurora

2134 Germantown
? 1930-? 1950
500 seats

Aurora
624 Moore
1910-1914

Aurora
2132 Germantown
1910-1914

Aurora
1097 Germantown
1919

Avenue

2713 Germantown

1911-1964

500 seats

Owners:

1945 Affiliated Theaters Circuit
1955 Milgam Theatres

Avenue
7282 Woodland
1912-1914

Avoca
S 20th St & McKean St
1913-1914

Avon

2217 South

1924-1956

582 seats

Warner Brothers Theaters corp.owned
this theatre 1930-1950.

This isnow the South Square Market.

Baltimore
5026 Baltimore

1913-1938

500 seats

Owners:

1920-1925 Stanley Theatre Company
1930 Nixon-Nirdlinger Theaters

Band Box

30 E Armot St

1930-? 1%61

220 seats

Goodman, William Theatres owned this
theatre 1940-1961

Bartram
1909 S 55th St
1914-1930

Becker
S 20th St & Mifflin St
1904-1906

Becker
628 Moore
1905-1927

Becker
S 21st St & Dickinson St
1907-1916

Beckers
1729 Snyder
1912-? 1930
700 seats

Belgrade

2848 Belgrade

1913-1966

500 seats

* 1913 opened with 500 seats
*1917-1918 converted into a factory for
WW |

* 1920 and 1937 renovations. Polish
movies were shown.

* 1966 closed. It is now a furniture repair
store.




Bell

1310 S 31st St

1919-1953

453 seats

Owned in 1930 by Rovner and Handle

Bell
2097 N 5th St
1914-1929

Bellevue
2212 N Front
1915-1932
1,000 seats

Bellevue
N 61st St & Vine St
1915-1916

Belmont

23 N 52nd st

1914-1970

740 seats

Owners:

1920 Stanley Theatre Company
1930 Nixon-Nirdlinger Theaters

Belvedere

AKA: Hill
8320 Germantown Rd
1914-1961

Benn

6316 Woodland

1923-1975

1,169 seats

Owners:

1920 Stanley Theater Company.
1930-1953 Warner Brothers Theaters
corp.

1953-1961 Stanley Warner
1961-1975 RKO Stanley Warner (Pacific
Theatres)

Renovated in 1929.

Benner
6054 Castor
1942-1985
600 seats
Owners:
1950-1975 Ellis Theatres
1980 Milgram Theatres
1985 Fox Theatres

Benson
6338 Woodland
1914-1968
800 sets

Berks
N 22nd St & W Berks St
1910-1922

Bijou
8th/Race

? 1980
1,100 seats

Bijou
1931 S 3¢
1909-1914

Bijou
49/Woodland
1917-1920

Bijou
31/wilt
1915-1919

Bijou Dream Theatre
1205 Market St
1908-1914

Bijou Dream Theatre
1233 Market St
1908-1909

Bijou Dream Theatre
8/Marker
1908-1910

Bijou Dream Theatre
1311 Market St
1907

Bijou Dream Theatre
901 Market St
1908-1910

Bluebird

2209 N Broad

1914-1957

408 seats

Now a church.

Owners:

1920 StanleyTheatre Company
1945 Affiliated Theaters Circuit

Booker
1030 Fairmount
1921-1937

Booker

1026 Fairmount

? 1A5-? 1965

426 seats
Afro-American theatre.

Boro
6184 Ridge
1940-1950
499 seats




Boyd

AKA: Sameric

1908 Chestnut

1928-1971

2,338 seats
http://www.savethesameric.org

The Boyd Theatre was, from 1928 to
1930, a Stanley Coof America theatre,
and from 1930 till 1968/69 a Stanley
Warner Theatre operation. RKO Stanley
Warner sold the Boyd to Sam Shagro
on 11/1/1971. The Sameric Theatre
opened on 12/14/1971 with "The
Fiddler On the Roof".

Restoration has stalled in 2007.
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Breeze

1638 Point Breeze

1911-1953

798 seats

Ellis Theatres owned this theatre 1945
1950.

Bridesburg

AKA: EIm

2747 Bridge

1913-1929, 19321933

* 1913 opened as Bridesburg

* 1929 renamed EIm

* 1932 renamed back to Bridesburg
* 1933 closed

We're creating a scene

The bridge : cinema de lux 8
230 S. 40th Street.
http://www.thebridgecinema.com/

2002-

National Amusements owns this cinema,
which was to be built by Sundance
Cinemas. TheEric Campus on the
Square cinemas was built on the site. It
was taken over by Rave Motion Pictures
in 2009.

Bristol Palace
4221 Germantown
1910-1920

Broad

4813 N Broad

1915-1971

499 seats

Owners:

1920 Stanley Theater company
1945-1964 Ellig;l'_ heatres

Broad Street
3625 N Broad
1911-1921

Broad Street Palace
525 S Broad
1910-1922

Broadway

2402 S Broad

1913-1971

2,057 seats

Owners:

1920-1925 Stanley Theater Company
1930-1953 Warner Brothers Theaters

corp.

1953-1961 Stanley Warner

1961-1971 RKO Stanley Warner (Pacific
Theatres)

Broadway
York & N. Broad
1914-1955

Broadway
716 S Broad
1907-1911

Broadway
2506 Kensington
1909-1914


http://www.savethesameric.org/
http://www.thebridgecinema.com/

Broadway
Race/N. Broad
1913-1914

Bromley

5810 Old York Rd.

1935-1958

953 seats

Oowners:

1940-1953 Warner Brothers Theaters
corp.

1953-1961 Stanley Warner

Now a store.

Bronson
4716 Baltimore
? 1930

1,800 seats

Brunswick
Frankford st.
2 1920-? 1935

Byrd

4716 Baltimore

1928-1970

1,340 seats

Greenfield, William I., Theatersowned
this theatre 1950-1955.

Cadet

3401 N 2nd st

1914-1948

679 seats

Warner Brothers owned it 1%30 1935.

Cambria
25th/Cambria
1914-1968
850 seats

Cameo

2950 Frankford

1909-1955

500 seats

Warner Brothers owned it in 1930.

Capital

722 Market St

1919-? 1975

1,200 seats

Owners:

1919-1925 Stanley Theater Co.
1930-1953 Warner Brothers Theaters
corp.

1953-1961 Stanley Warner

1961-1975 RKO tanleyWarner (Pacific)

Capitol

1237 N 52nd st

1913-1993

562 seats

Oowners:

1935-1953 Warner Brothers Theaters

corp.
1953-1961 Stanley Warner
1961-1975 RKO StanleyWarner (Pacific)

Carman

Germantown and Allegheny Avenues
January I, 1928-? 1960

Greenfield, William 1., Theatersowned it
in 1955.

Demolished in 1978.

Casino

3951 Haverford

? 1925-? 19565

419 seats

Affiliated Theaters Circuit owned it in

1945.
o

Casino
926 Market St
1910-1914

Casino
1209 N 13th st
1910-1914

Casino
2603 Germantown
1910-1914

Casino
4236 Main
1910-1914

Casino
4435 Frankford
1910-1914

Casino
3013 Frankford
1910-1914

Castel
2211 W. Toronto
1910-1915

Castle
Frankford/Amber
? 1980-? 1H5



Castor

6631 Castor

1936-1989

450 seats

Owners:

1950-1980 Ellis Theatres
1985 Fox Theatres

Cayuga

4371 Germantown
1911-1955

450 seats

Cedar

AKA: Abbe Art Cinema.

60" & Cedar

1913-1965

830 seats

In 1965 this theatre was renamed Abbe
Art cinema, so it could be in first place
in the newspapers. In the Early 1970s it
lost the spot to Aarde Cinema.

Owners:

1930 Nixon-Nirdlinger Theaters
1940-1955 Pizor Circuit

Center

1638 Market St

1936-1985

430 seats

Owners:

1936-1953 Warner Brothers Theaters
corp.

1953-1961 Stanley Warner
1961-1970 RKO StanleyWarner (Pacific)
1975 *hg

The last of the grindhouse theatres on
Market Street. It was known as Martial
Arts Center.

Center City 12
?1998
Regal Cinemas never built this cinema.

Central
412 Market St
1914 1918

Century

6th/Erie

1914-1983

900 seats

Owners:

1920 Stanley Theatres
1940-1983 Hirsh Theatres

Chapman
3943 Kensington
1913-1920

Chelteham

2385 Cheltenham

1954-1987

To Budco in 1984, twinned in the mid
1970's.

Chelten Auditorium

1209 Chelten

? 190-? 194

now a storage ficalty for the Chestnut
Church. It opened as Chelten
Auditorium in 1920 and renamed Allen
1924. ltclosed in 1964

Chelton

1159 E. Chelten Avenue

? 1935-? 1973

Pizor Circuit owned this theatre 1940-
1945

Chestnut Hill
7 1925

Cinema 19

1836 Chestnut

? 1969-? 1975

Cinema 5 owned this theatre 1975-1980.
* 1921 opened as Aldine

* 1954 closed and reopened as Viking
* Mid 1960's closed

* Late 1960's reopened as Cinema 19
* Mid 1970's taken over by Samerig
twinned it and renamed it Sam's Place
Twin

* 1988 taken over by United Artists

* 1998 closed

Cinema Arts
6th/Poplar

? 19%0-? 1950
700 seats

Cinemall & Il

AKA: Cinema I,Il & Ill, Northeast Cinema I,II & IlI
Roosevelt Blvd & Welsh Road (Behind
the SCy?

1955-1975

* 1955 opened as Cinema | & Il with 2
cinemas of 1,000 seats. This was the first
Twin for Smith Management, which
became General Cinernas

* 1974 Cinema Il twinned creating
Cinema Il & Il

* 1975 renamed Northeast Cinema 1,1l &
Il

* 1976 the original Cinema | was
twinned making it 4 cinemas

* 2000 closed

* 2004 burned to the ground.

The theatre is built behind the shopping
center.

Cinema South 2

AKA: Stadium

3300 S Broad

21980

* 1967 opened as Stadium

* Early 1980's twinned and renamed
Cinema South and closed shortly after.

Cinemagic 3 At Penn

AKA: Walnut Cinemas 11 & IlI
Walnut Near 40" St.
? 1999-2005

Circle

4650 Frankford

1929-? 1950

2,991 seats

Warner Brothers Theaters corp. owned
this theatre.



