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Eric I & II - Chestnut Hill 
CLOSED 
? 1975-? 1998 
Owners: 
1975-1988 Sameric Corp.. Most of their 
cinemas had Eric at the start of the 
name. 
1988-1998 United Artists 
 

Eric I & II - Fern Rock CLOSED 
AKA: Fern Rock  
6017 N 5th St 
? 1975-1992 
* 1928 opened as Fern Rock 
* Early 1970's renamed Eric Fern Rock as 
it is taken over by Sameric Corp. and 
twinned 
* 1988 sold to United Artists 
* 1992 closed 

 
 

Eric I & II - Ivy Ridge CLOSED 
? 1975-? 1990 
Owners: 
1975-1988 Sameric Corp..  
1988-1990 United Artists 
 

Eric I & II - Rittenhouse 
CLOSED Square 
1907 Walnut 
1968-1994 
3 cinemas in 1985 total: 750 seats 
Owners: 
1968-1988 Sameric Corp..  
1988-1994 United Artists 
 

Eric Mark I CLOSED 
18th St & Market St  
1970-? 1990 
Owners: 
1970-1988 Sameric Corp..  
1988-1990 United Artists 
 

Eric on the Campus I,II & III 
University City CLOSED 
S 40th St & Walnut St  
1975-? 1995 
Owners: 
1975-1988 Sameric Corp..  
1988-1995 United Artists 
The Bridge: cinema de lux is built on the 
site of this theatre. 
 
Eric's Place CLOSED 
AKA: Trans-Lux 
1519 Chestnut 
1970-1993 
493 seats 
* 1934 opened as Trans-Lux 
* 1970 renamed Eric's Place. It was 
renamed Eric's Place for the owner's 
grandson, Eric Shapiro. He was a 
wealthy young kid who liked to party. 
He died of a drug overdose. 
* 1977 "Star Wars" played here. 
* 1988 sold to United Artists 
* 1993 closed 
* 2006 reopened as a store. 

 
 

Erlander CLOSED 
21st/Market 
? 1930-? 1969 
1,900 seats 
Goodman, William Theatres owned this 
theatre 1950-1969. 
 

Erlen CLOSED 
1814 W. Cheltemham 
1930-? 1985 
1,547 seats 
Owners: 
1950-1980 Ellis Theatres 
1985 Milgram Theatres 
 

Esquire CLOSED 
AKA: Grange 
5717 N Broad 
? 1955-1979 
Owners: 
1961-1969 Goodman, William Theatres 
1975-1979 Budco Quality Theatres 
* 1934 opened as Grange by Warner 
Brothers Theaters corp. 
* 1950 owner: Goodman, William 
Theatres 
* Early 1950's renamed Esquire 
* Late 1950's taken over by Goodman, 
William Theatres 
* Early 1970's Budco Quality Theatres 
takes it over 
* 1979 closed 
 

Eureka CLOSED 
40th/Market  
1913-1970 
400 seats 
 
Europa CLOSED 
Market St 
? 1935-? 1945 
 

Fairhill Church Theatre 
CLOSED 
N Sixth St & W Lehigh Ave  
? 1914-? 1917 
 

Fairmount CLOSED 
2601 Girard 
1913-1959 
1,243 seats 
Owners: 
1950-1953 Warner Brothers Theaters 
corp. 
1953-1959 Stanley Warner 
 
Fairyland CLOSED 
12th St & Market St 
1904-1908 
 

Fairyland CLOSED 
1319 Market St 
1909-1913 
 

Falls CLOSED 
120 Midvale 
1919-? 1945 
500 seats 
 



Family CLOSED 
AKA: Apollo 
1311 Market St 
1908-1969 
552 seats 
Owners: 
1950-1953 Warner Brothers Theaters 
corp. 
1953-1961 Stanley Warner 
1961-1969 RKO Stanley-Warner (Pacific) 
* 1911 (or 1908) opened as Family 
* 1931 renovented with 547 seats. 
* Early 1930's this theatre was already 
being described as an grind house. 
* 1950's opened all night. The Shore 
Patrol declared it off limits to naval 
personnel. 
* 1969 the police department found 
weapons stashed around the auditorium 
as well as large qualities of food and 
empty bottles after a murder occurred.  
* 1969 renamed Apollo and switched to 
adult movies 
* Late 1990's closed and demolished for 
the convention center. 
 

Family CLOSED 
N Ninth St & Columbia Ave  
1910-1916 
 
Family CLOSED 
1651 N 8th st 
1909-1914 
 

Family CLOSED 
1236 Ridge 
1909-1914 
 

Fans CLOSED 
AKA: Knickerbocker, Fayõs 
4032 Market St 
1948-1963 
 

Fay's CLOSED 
AKA: Fans, Knickerbocker 
4032 Market St 
1919-1948 
* 1914 opened as Knickerbocker, 1,826 
seats. 
* 1919 renamed Fays 
* 1948 renamed Fans 
* 1963 closed and demolished 
 

Felton CLOSED 
4800 Rising Sun Av 
1919-? 1964 
1,150 seats 
Owners: 
1945-1953 Warner Brothers Theaters 
corp. 
1953-1961 Stanley Warner 
1961-1964 RKO Stanley-Warner (Pacific) 

 
 
Fern Rock CLOSED 
AKA: Eric Fern Rock I & II 
6017 N 5th St 
1928-1970 
1,289 seats 
* 1928 opened as Fern Rock 
* 1970's renamed Eric Fern Rock as it is 
taken over by Sameric Corp. and 
twinned 
* Late 1980's closed 
Owners: 
1945-1953 Warner Brothers Theaters 
corp. 
1953-1961 Stanley Warner 
1961-1963 RKO Stanley-Warner (Pacific) 

 
 

Filbert CLOSED 
32 N 8th st 
1905-1919 
 

Florentine Hall CLOSED 
1923 W Susquehanna 
1911-1914 
 

Forepaughs CLOSED 
253 N 8th st 
? 1930-? 1950 
700 seats 
 

Forrest CLOSED 
9/Girard 
1913-1935 
Afro-American theatre. 
 

Forum  OPEN ADULT 
2208 Market St 
1975- 
250 seats 
* 1975 opened as an straight porn 
theatre in 35mm.  
* August 3rd, 1984 Marilyn Chambers 
made a promotional appearance. 

 
 

Forum CLOSED 
5231 Frankford 
1928-? 1950 
1,729 seats 
Warner Brothers Theaters corp. owned 
this theatre. 
 

Fox CLOSED 
16th/Market  
1923-1980 
2,422 seats 
Milgram Theatres owned this theatre 
1964-1980. 

 
 

Frankford CLOSED 
4711 Frankford 
1914-1955 
1,595 seats 
 
Frankford Hippodrome  
CLOSED 
3054 frankford  
1910-1916 
 

Franklin CLOSED 
3551 N 5th St 
1909-1916 
 


